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 In my experience, Uniting Church people 
tend not to give things up for Lent. It was 
interesting to note Uniting World think otherwise as 
it suggested funds be raised for its Lent Event, by 
putting money in a jar from what you save going 
without something. 
 This Lent I did the reverse. I watched some 
of ‘My Kitchen Rules’ which I have seldom done 
previously;  being a keen cook myself, though not 
keen on the ‘soapish’ reality show elements. The 
instant restaurants, when contestants cooked for 
the rest of the team, made me wonder whether 
they were a bit like when Jesus ate with his 
disciples. There was a lot of good hearted pleasure 
in each other’s company; but there was also some 
keen rivalry and distrust of each other.  Perhaps the 
disciples were not quite as bad, because on MKR, it 
is driven by a strong competitive element, and 
personality clashes.  
 The Last Supper was a mixture of emotions. 
Disciples were on edge around issues of betrayal 
and denial and who was the greatest or deserved a 
later reward. Whilst they seemed to have no real 
idea what was going to happen, they must have 
sensed something was awry. Jesus opening gambit, 
“I have eagerly wanted to eat this Passover with you 
before I suffer ... I shall not eat it until it is fulfilled in 
the Kingdom of God” (Luke 22:15-16), must have 
sent butterflies through stomachs at some level. 
 Easter’s events are book-ended by 
important meals. This Last Supper set the scene. 
Many stories tell of Jesus eating with his disciples 
and others throughout his ministry. Often 
mealtimes were when teaching took place; miracles 
occurred; prophecies were given; sins were 
forgiven; and grumbling bubbled below the surface. 
This meal was no different. 
 

It was a celebration of the Passover meal. An important occasion 
on the Jewish calendar, which Jesus clearly made a habit of 
celebrating with others. It helped Jews remember how God had 
been with the people on that fateful last night in Egypt before the 
flight that would slowly take them to the Promised Land led by the 
godly Moses. Jesus turned that evening’s celebration of that event 
into a meal that his followers, and Christians subsequently, were 
to continue to celebrate “in remembrance of him”.   

When you think about the importance of meals in his 
ministry, and the importance he gave this meal, it was truly 
appropriate that it be the last community event he participated in 
before his death. Meals remain important gatherings in the 
Church’s life, and of course so should celebration of Holy 
Communion.  

Before I move to the other side of the Easter events, a 
quick reference to another meal, Jesus had before the Last Supper. 
Our Lenten Study Group considered a meal Jesus had in the house 
of Simon the Leper” two days before the Passover. There, a lowly 
woman broke an expensive jar of nard over Jesus’ head. Other 
dinner guests (his disciples) complained it was a waste, and that its 
value (a year’s wages) should have been given to the poor.  Jesus 
instead praised her that her act anointed him for burial. The title 
‘Messiah’ meant the ‘anointed one’. Rather than being anointed 
by a priest, Jesus is here anointed by a woman in a place, ‘unclean’ 
because of Simon’s illness.   
 After Jesus’ resurrection we have two great stories of 
Jesus revealing himself at meals, one in Luke and one in John. Luke 
tells us of a couple walking home from Jerusalem to Emmaus on 
the third day after Jesus’ death. (They had to wait for the 
Sabbath.) They talked about what had happened, and an 
unrecognised risen Jesus joined them.  Jesus feigned ignorance 
about the events. Jesus then gave them a Bible Study of all the 
Jewish scriptures that spoke of what must happen to the Messiah - 
but they still didn’t recognise him! Invited into their house in 
Emmaus, at the meal table, he took bread, blessed and broke it – 
and only then did they recognise him. He immediately vanished. 
(Luke 24: 13-36). They returned to Jerusalem to the disciples, and 
there met Jesus again. 
 It is thought that these two were not disciples, so their 
recognition in the “breaking of the bread” may mean non-disciples 
were present at the Last Supper. I prefer an alternative view that 
in that long day after Jesus’ death, disciples gathered with other 
followers, and in their grief they told the story of what he did at 
their Passover meal.  

In John 21, we have the story of the disciples back at the 
Sea of Galilee, where it all began. They are still processing this 
resurrection ‘thing’, having seen Jesus already. 

(continued) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Mark tells us they were told to return there and wait for 
Jesus. So, they go fishing. They catch nothing, until a 
figure on the beach tells them to try the other side of the 
boat. Instantly they catch a boatload. Peter is first to 
recognise it is the risen Lord. When they come ashore, 
Jesus has barbecued fish on the go and he serves them.  
Mealtime is again recognition time. It is also when Jesus 
‘catches’ up with Peter with a ‘quiet chat’ in the 
aftermath of Peter’s triple denial after Jesus’ arrest. 
 As you enjoy Easter family and faith community 
meals, I invite you to consider these Jesus’ meals. We 
might also have a quizzical thought about the ‘religious 
symbols’ the world will happily eat this holiday season.                     

Philip 
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St Stephen’s 

CHURCH COUNCIL 
To reduce the number of meetings and provide sufficient 
time for planning for them, Church Council will meet on the 
third Wednesday of the odd months. Sub-groups will meet 
alternate months or as required. This will also give extra 
time for Financial reports to be prepared and for the 
Executive to consider the agenda. 
 

PROPERTY BOOKINGS 
Management of bookings has been taken over by Kevin 
Payne. To prevent double bookings please use the dedicated 
email to notify him – 
stjohns.elsternwick.hallbooking@ucappep.net  
 

WORSHIP & NURTURE 
The Fijian choir from Chadstone was to perform for Sharing 
Sunday in April, but is no longer available. They will come 
later in the year instead. Philip will take Sunday April 22nd as 
a quarterly Sunday off, and will be away from 21st-25th of 
April. Worship and Nurture group will lead the service. 8 
people have attended Lenten studies as reported elsewhere. 
 

ASSET STRATEGY PROGRAM 
The Synod Property reps on this group will give some ideas 
at the next meeting. Concern has been expressed at the 
slow rate of progress. 
 

EVENTS 
The Garden Club is keen to have a stall on the day before 
Mother’s Day, Saturday May 12th and have invited us again 
to make it into a mini-fete. Discussion took place about 
advertising, with a suggestion that we get a ‘tear’ sign made. 
Alex Elliott will be our liaison person. 
 

SOCIAL JUSTICE 
The Pancake Day was a successful event, though takings 
were only about $140. We will not have a Biggest Morning 
Tea for Cancer research this year. Our Social Justice Lunch 
will be on Sunday July 29th with David Manne from Refugee 
Legal speaking.  It is hoped daytime letter writing and card 
signing events can be organised.  

                                        Patricia 
 

 

EDITORIAL 
Over the last three years, Cathy McNicol has been 
responsible for compiling and editing ‘LINK’, having 
taken this on when a sudden vacancy occurred.  I am 
sure that the St. John’s community has appreciated 
the huge effort she has put into this task over this 
period. 
 Now, with her other responsibilities, Cathy 
has decided to pass this role over to others. We take 
this opportunity  to thank  her on your behalf  for all 
that she has done to make this an enjoyable 
publication to read, and one that has endeavoured 
to keep readers well  informed about the St. John’s 
community. 
 It is a big job, and so it has been decided that 
in the next chapter of ‘LINK’s life, a team of people 
will work together on its production. I am grateful 
that Andrea Casey, Patricia McKay and Geoff 
Paterson have agreed to work with me forming the 
LINK Production Team. 
 We will continue to rely, as Cathy did, on the 
layout work of Dustin Liebelt, who puts a 
tremendous amount of time into getting the 
material to fit together in the layout design that 
produces the final product. 
 At this stage, we are not planning wholesale 
changes to the content or style. We are hoping we 
can give voice to a wider range of contributors, and 
that having a team will enable these to be sourced.  
 We are planning to profile some of the 
people who make a contribution to the wider 
community of St.  John’s or who are newer to it.  So 
in this edition, our profile is on Cathy Hill, our Op 
Shop manager. Cathy has shared on occasions in 
church on the Op Shop, but this is an opportunity to 
know her better. 
 ‘LINK’ will continue to provide news of the 
wider Church, reports on Church Council,  and keep 
people informed about groups like ‘The Side Door’ 
Social Justice Hub, ‘Fresh’ Youth Theatre  and of 
course the Op Shop. 
 We look forward to serving St. John’s by 
continuing to bring an enjoyable read. 

Philip,             
for the LINK Production Team 
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The ‘Side Door’ has had a slow start to the year. As usual we will be 
encouraging people to participate in the ‘Palm Sunday March for Refugees’ 
on Sunday March 25th and we are planning another ‘Death Cafe’ in the East 
Room on Sunday April 15th at 2.30pm. 
 

In June, between Reconciliation Week and NAIDOC Week, we will be hosting 
a Reconciliation event, when a panel of indigenous people will share their 
hopes for reconciliation. Date will be announced soon. 
We have been pleased to welcome Cathy Hill, Manager of the Op Shop onto 
our Steering Committee. 
 

Sunday Afternoons at St Johns 
The Mission study prepared ahead of the Asset Strategy Program suggested greater use of 
the church as a performance space, being ideally suited to this. Various pe ople have hired 
the church for performances in recent years and we have hosted occasional events. 
 Ken, Raija and I have put together a program of Sunday afternoon events starting 
at 2.30pm for the next few months. Tickets will be $25 and $20 concession,                       
with expectation that after performers are paid, some funds will come to the church. 
 

SUNDAY APRIL 29TH - David Johnston returns for another organ recital 
with a wide selection of popular music. 

 

SUNDAY MAY 27TH - Rev.  Blues and Charlie Cool 
play blues, jazz, folk and gospel on guitar, harmonica, flute and vocals. 

 

SUNDAY JULY 8TH - ‘Keeping Faith: Storytelling our Identities”, Christian, Muslim and Jewish 
storytellers share stories of faith and identity as part of the Glen Eira Storytelling Festival. 
 

SUNDAY AUGUST 26TH - Raija Reissenberger performs a selection of her own compositions 
 

Philip 

May Mini-Fete 
The Caulfield Garden Club, 
who meets on the first 
Tuesday evenings in the 
East Room, has invited us 
to join them again when 
they have their next plant 
stall on May 12th, the day 
before Mothers’ Day.   
We hope to again serve 
Devonshire Morning Teas, 
to have an Op shop Stall 
and a ‘FRESH’ Sausage 
Sizzle. The Elsternwick 
Toddlers Playgroup will 
also be invited to have a 
stall again. Alex is our 
Liaison person. 
  

The sixth season of FRESH Youth 
Theatre for Social Change at St 
John’s Elsternwick began with 
the appointment of our new 
theatre director, Samantha Hill. 

Sam has a background in 
working with kids from migrant 
and refugee communities, and 
has taught storytelling and 
writing to children in Delhi and 
Chennai, India. 

 
‘Mythstory’ performance dates: 

Fri 22nd June 7pm 
Sat 23rd June 3pm & 7pm 

Sun 24th June 7pm 
More details to follow. 

Our play for this season is called ‘Mythstory’ and will 
be performed as part of the 2018 Glen Eira 
Storytelling Festival. ‘Mythstory’ explores identity 
and culture, belief and hope under difficult 
circumstances, and the significance of stories both 
personal and epic. The play follows a boy who 
wakes up with no memory of who he is or where he 
came from, struggling to navigate the dystopia he 
finds himself in without the anchor of a past. There 
will be four performances, including a matinee. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Raija performed on a 
recent Sharing Sunday 
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PROFILE: Cathy Hill 
St John’s Op Shop Manager 

 

I’m Cathy Hill, also known as ‘The Other Cathy’ and ‘Tinks’, 
but you will need to ask our fabulous volunteer Cooper 
about that one! 
I have lived around the Elsternwick area since late 2009, 
initially living just a few doors up from the church! 

I was born in Tokyo, Japan, in 1976 - where my 
parents first met and subsequently married.  In 1979 Mum 
and Dad brought me to Melbourne, living briefly in St Kilda 
East before moving to Glen Waverley, where my parents 
live to this day! My brother came along shortly after and 
our family was complete. 

My brother and I attended Holy Saviour Primary 
school and church. I attended Kildara for one year of 
secondary school before moving to Sacre Coeur to 
complete my VCE studies. 

I have always been passionate about society and 
the environment, enjoying biology, religion and geography 
at school, however at university I completed a business 
marketing and communications double degree! 

I finished my studies whilst working at David Jones, 
later taking on a management role at Kmart before 
assisting with the running of a ‘Foodworks’ supermarket in 
Narre Warren South, which was closer to my then home. 

As an interest I worked casually and then 
permanently for Delaware North, a US family owned 
business with many other interests, including catering 
contracts at Melbourne and Olympic Parks and Etihad 
Stadium. Over time I worked many roles from food and 
beverage service, barista, staffing and payroll to corporate 
sales and project management - for the Australian Open 
and year-round business. 

I joined the St John’s community in 2014 when I 
started as a volunteer at our wonderful op shop! By Easter 
2015 I had become Retail coordinator, 16 hours per week 
working back to back with Jenny Dunn, stepping up to 32 
hours when Jenny departed later that year. (During this 
time I separated from my husband and have been through 
the process of divorce, parenting plans, shared parenting 
and navigating the world as a single parent!) 
 

When I came on board, I said that the              
Op shop “was a diamond in the rough” - we 

have certainly worked diligently to get it to sparkle and 
shine in its own right. A constantly evolving work in 
progress, our outreach, community support and 
involvement is ever growing. We certainly have increased 
our profile in Elsternwick and beyond through our 
donations, fundraising, recycling/ up cycling efforts, 
Facebook and most recently Instagram! We have many 
opportunities ahead and I look forward to continuing to 
grow, develop and learn with our shop and community. 

Our shop has been going strong since Easter 2000. 
We currently have an amazing team of volunteers who give 
so much to keep the Op Shop vibrant, looking sharp and as 
a collective work hard, have a lot of fun and support each 
other and the wider community in many different ways. 
Kristi Bevear, came on board late last year as an assistant 
manager after starting with us as a job seeking volunteer, a 
wonderful addition to our team! 

My son Jonathan, who is almost 9, occasionally 
plays an active role in the shop. He has recently turned his 
guitar skills to busking outside the shop raising money for 
an amplifier and for our outreach! 

Away from the shop I enjoy walking (5km. at 8am 
Saturdays and Sundays anyone?!) thanks to Alex, Pam and 
Lee for the recommendations; cooking (though Jono thinks 
my cooking is average at best); bike riding; gardening (a 
gardener without a garden!); house sitting and pet 
minding; attending live music events, concerts and 
festivals; attending and participating in social justice and 
environmental events. But above all I love spending 
quality, happy times with family and friends.  I recently 
joined the ‘Side Door’ Steering committee. 

I am really blessed to be a part of our wonderful St 
John’s community and outreach. 

Warm Regards,    
Cathy Hill   

Cathy and son, 
Jonathon   



Op Shop Update 
The op shop year has 
commenced with a flood 
of donations, healthy sales 
and great community 
support on all fronts! We 
have welcomed a number 
of new volunteers to our 
team and farewelled a 
couple too.  
Shortly we will be in a 
position to offer our first 
round on financial 
donations for the year, 
watch this space! 
We are in the fortunate 
position to directly assist 
people in need upon 
referral from Community 
Information Glen Eira.  

The start of the year has seen an increase in requests for 
assistance which we have been able to fulfil; we are 
currently averaging 3 requests per week. 
With the large volume of donations we have also been able 
to support St Kilda Mums with 3 large donations of quality 
children’s clothing and other assorted items. 

Our mission is to fundraise from recycling! We are 
committed to finding homes for as much of what is 
donated as possible. Landfill is our last option - we are 
currently recycling approximately 200kg of textiles per 
week and also channelling children’s toys, soft plastics, 
batteries, and electrical components to other recycling 
streams. 

 Kristi Bevear and Cathy Hill 

Lenten Study Blessings 
During Lent, eight people have met weekly for a Study 
group at Caseys’ place.  We have had engaging discussions 
using a book entitled “Journeying with Jesus’, a series of 
studies based on Mark’s gospel.  We have been blessed to 
be joined by Karel Reus and Margaret Black from 
Armadale UCA, who have fitted into the group well. 
They have also brought special gifts with them. Margaret 
has been to the Holy Land and shared photos and 
observations about places mentioned in the Studies.  
Karel, a poet, has written a poem inspired by each study.   
Here is one of them. 
 

Read Mark 8: 34-37 
 

You ask me to take up my cross 
and follow you. 
You ask that I should suffer 
and be rejected, for your sake. 
 

Fair enough! 
I’m here to help! 
But there’s a problem... 
 

We just don’t do crosses any more 
in our beneficent land. 
We do policies and strategies 
and enquiries and working parties 
and plans and projections 
and graphs; 
all of which makes us blind 
to crosses 
and inured to pain 
and rejection. 
 

The well-meaning blandness 
of our sheltered lives 
obviates the need for 
sacrifice of self. 
Does God really ask us 
that we should share the pain of 
the sick and ill at ease, 
the homeless and the refugee, 
the ageing and desperate, 
the alienated youth. 
 

Such sharing demands  
a standing back 
from statistics and trends 
and stereotypes, 
to feel the pain; 
to know rejection first hand; 
to turn the cheek; 
to judge and yet forgive; 
to call evil by its name 
and yet to love 
without ifs and buts and maybes 
and to walk the stony path 
to Golgotha 
... and back 

©Karel Reus 

Pancake Day  
A warm and sunny Shrove Tuesday greeted eager pancake 
eaters to Pancake Day 2018. Alex, Catherine, Felice, 
Patricia, Cheryl and Kristi prepared tasty pancakes which 
were eaten with tea or coffee in the warm sunshine under 
umbrellas, or in the East Room. Some twenty people, 
including our Victoria by the Park friends, enjoyed this 
year’s event with proceeds going to Uniting Connections.      

Geoff 
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In the Next Room 
Last month, Friday Friends enjoyed a “play with a difference,” 
at Brighton Theatre, titled “In the Next Room” or “The Vibrator 
Play,” written by Sarah Ruhl and a Pulitzer Prize finalist.  
 

It is set in a prosperous town outside New York after the Civil 
War in the 1880’s at the dawn of electricity and encompassing 
the many life changes of the times. The action took place in 
the home of Dr Givings and his wife Catherine; their sitting 
room and the second room, the surgery. The mood was 1880’s 
but the furnishings and dialogue were much more modern. 
 

This was an era when ladies were raised to believe sex was 
something to be endured not enjoyed and the physician Dr 
Givings begins to specialize in treating hysteria in women with 
a revolutionary new machine powered by electricity called “a 
vibrator”. This was preferable to admitting them to a mental 
institution. However this play is much more and because of 
hindsight, quite a comedy. It expresses pain, grief, many forms 
of love and lost love. 
 

The cast is: Dr Givings – too busy with work and science to 
take time to understand his wife’s needs and to give her 
understanding.  
Catherine - his energetic wife, with a new born baby she can’t 
breast feed, which makes her feel inadequate and less of a 
woman. Because of neglect she is attracted to the French artist 
Leo Irving - French artist, comes to doctor for treatment. 
Catherine falls for his artistic temperament and her husband 
catches her advances to him, thus causing jealousy and the 
start of hysteria in himself. Leo is only in love with the wet 
nurse and her hands. 
Elizabeth – the wet nurse, whose baby dies at birth, is happily 
married with two sons and is the only one with her feet on the 
ground. 
Sabrina – married to Mr Daldry and frightened by intimacy, 
always lethargic towards him and taken by her husband to Dr 
for treatment. 
Mr Daldry wishes for a more energetic wife, is frustrated and 
looks upon Catherine with envy but is rebuffed by her. 
Annie – Dr Givings’ homely nurse, that love has bypassed, 
gives her all to her work – then a flicker of flame quickly 
extinguished. 
 

 Catherine and Sabrina join forces in finding out new depths to the machine and 
discover a new excitement to life. Catherine confronts her husband about their 
marriage and pulls him out of his hysteria. She takes charge and sets about 
bringing her and her husband to perfect intimacy in marriage. 

A bold play, well executed with brilliant acting…   

Allan and Patricia 

Friday Friends next visit to Brighton Theatre 

Company will be to see ‘Forget Me Not’          

by Tom Holloway on May 25th. 
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A CARDBOARD CATHEDRAL?     
How does that work? 

That’s what I wondered when Philip said it was what he wanted 
to see in Christchurch on our recent trip around New Zealand. 
We only had a few short hours to walk around this beautiful city 
area on a very warm day. The evidence of 2011 earthquake 
damage and consequential rebuilding was everywhere. 

The Christchurch Cathedral has a very prominent 
position in a city square and visitors are seen to approach the 
cordoned off area with similar reverence to that we experienced 
at the 9/11 site. It was quite an emotion stirring experience. 
Photos of the cathedral in its glory before the earthquake hang 
in an enclosed area at the entrance to the grounds almost like a 
shrine. 

We walked a few blocks to the eastern side of the city 
and saw the steep roof of a new building in a fairly open space 
up ahead.  It didn’t look very impressive until you stood across 
the street and viewed the huge “stained glass” feature at the 
front. We then walked inside to a worship area with walls of 
cardboard tube; fine timber furnishings looking bright, fresh and 
inviting; and a little chapel on the side where worship was in 
progress. But this place was also a “tourist spot” with a little gift 
shop and volunteers from the parish gave short tours and told 
stories of their journey.  

Actually called the Transitional cathedral, it was built 
through funding of the Anglican diocese of around $3.5 million 
as it was deemed that the restoration and rebuild of the original 
cathedral was too expensive at $30 million. The Transitional 
cathedral, which was designed by a Japanese architect who 
specialises in emergency structures was completed and opened 
in August 2013 and is expected to last 50 years. 

Eight shipping containers sit atop a deep concrete slab, 
4 on each side, creating the walls for an A-frame building 24 
metres high. The containers anchor the roof which is comprised 
of ninety six 600mm compressed cardboard tubes covered with 
a waterproof layer of translucent corrugated panels. The 2 inch 
gaps between each tube means natural light fills the building to 
create a space that needs no lighting during the day and when  
the building is in use at night  the cathedral is on show in the 
city area.  It seats 700 people. 

Virtually nothing was able to be retrieved from the 
cathedral as it is unsafe to enter. The Bible reading eagle lectern 
is the only piece standing in the transitional cathedral that has 
been saved. 

The rose window from the cathedral tower was 
destroyed but a member of the community had a photo of it 
and made screen printings of the images in the rose window. 
They now show as a feature at the front of the cardboard 
cathedral as a magnificent triangle of “stained glass” windows 
filling a huge space created by the A-frame building. 

February 22nd marked the 7th anniversary of the 
earthquake and only recently has it been decided to rebuild the 
original cathedral – expected to be a ten-year project. 

 
It was a highlight of our trip to NZ.                                      

Helen Liebelt 
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The fourth day was the longest distance covered 

of over 22 kilometres. The first fourteen were 

downhill mainly through rain forest with many 

colourful mushrooms growing there. The next 

eight kilometres followed the Heaphy River en 

route to the river mouth at the Tasman Sea. Along 

this section we encountered a small number of 

massive ancient rata trees along with many large 

Nikau palm trees and ferns. 

Our final day followed the spectacular and wild 

Tasman Sea coastline to the end of the track at 

the Kohaihai shelter located about 16 kilometres 

north of the town of Karamea. 

Our group’s planned celebration dinner in Nelson 

did not go according to plan. Ex-tropical cyclone 

Fehi struck the day before across New Zealand 

and wreaked considerable damage to bay-side 

buildings in Nelson including the café where we 

were booked to dine. We had been largely 

sheltered on our walk although we had witnessed 

very strong winds and torrential rain from our 

overnight hut on the morning of our day four. As 

we write in late February a second ex-tropical 

Cyclone Gita has struck New Zealand also causing 

major damage. 

We returned to Australia late Saturday 3 February 

2018, pleased our bodies had stood up to the 

Heaphy Track challenge and now looking forward 

to the next walk in 2019. 

Michael Forbes 

 

On the Heaphy Track in early 2018 

The fourth annual Forbes family walking expedition 

took Angela and Michael to New Zealand in late 

January 2018 for the family’s second venture on a 

Great Walk there in the past three years. The 

challenge was the Heaphy Track in the northwest of 

the South Island. It involved 80 kilometres of 

walking over five days and five overnights in huts 

along the track. 

Initially our NZ travels took us to Christchurch to 

meet up with Kiwi friends for three days before 

flying to Nelson to rendezvous with the other seven 

family members on the walk. Our short time in 

Christchurch enabled us to explore the Banks 

Peninsula for the first time and its strongly French 

influenced main township of Akaroa, a popular port 

for cruise ships. We were also able to visit the 

Christchurch suburb of New Brighton on Pegasus 

Bay, with its iconic pier and busker entertainment as 

it was hosting the World Buskers Festival for the 

day. 

The Heaphy Track featured a great variety of 

landscapes. Our first day of 17.5 kilometres took us 

uphill all the way to the Perry Saddle, mainly 

through dense forest. The second and third days of 

around 13 kilometres per day were predominantly 

on flat plains of mainly tussocked grasses locally 

called the Downs. The third day saw our first 

encounter with rain which continued over the 

following days. 
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 “Cultivating a New Future” 
Project 

 

In the last edition of ‘LINK’, there was a report on the 
Presbytery’s response to the Synod’s Major Strategic 
Review, creating and implementing its own strategy for 
the future. 
 

Congregations have now been asked to provide 
information to this process that will help create a 
snapshot of the Presbytery. Accordingly, during March, 
ministers and Church Councils have been asked to 
complete a survey to aid this process. This information 
will be submitted anonymously. The point is not to have a 
profile of each individual  congregation, so much as to  
have a complete picture of how many congregations are 
at a particular ‘stage’ and needing what resources from 
Presbytery and Synod. 
 

The survey works on a three zone model, which 
congregations are continuously moving through. Each 
congregation will be at a different stage. The three stages 
fit under three ‘Leadership’ models - ‘New Leadership’, 
‘Performative Leadership’ and ‘Reactive Leadership’. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The first of these talks about a stage when a congregation 
is Pioneering and Experimenting. Churches typically move 
into the next stage when High Performance is evident.  
After a period of time the third stage kicks in when 
ministry is more (static) Regulative, and in time this leads 
to Confusion and back through the Second stage in a 
period of Transition.  Transition will lead the congregation 
into a new period of Experimenting and Pioneering.  
There is no set time over which these phases will be 
moved through, and how long each congregation is in a 
particular phase will vary according to circumstances. 
 

This information will help identify what the Presbytery 
needs are, as available resources, like Presbytery 
Ministers, reduce as a result of the Synod’s Strategic Plan. 
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Synod Meeting in 2019 
The Synod Business Committee has decided the next 
meeting of the whole Synod will be between July 5th -
10th 2019 at Box Hill Town Hall. 
 

This is as a direct result of the three Strategic Priorities 
resolved by the Synod coming out of the Major Strategic 
Review. One priority – ministry with children, youth, their 
families and young people – has suggested a move from 
the usual meeting time (May or June) to “enable and 
encourage a greater diversity of voices and particularly 
the participation of younger people”. Whilst no date is 
going to suit everyone, this date falls during school and 
university holidays.   
 

As well as a commitment to include younger members, it 
is also planned to have a shorter meeting, to make it 
easier for participants who have less flexibility in their 
commitments. 

Assembly Service of Lament 
On the third Sunday of Lent, the Assembly of the Uniting 
Church requested congregations hold a Service of Lament 
and Commitment following the final report of the Royal 
Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual 
Abuse. Liturgical resources were made available. 
Accordingly, St. John’s held such a service. 
 

The ‘Statement of Intent’ included the observation that 
“survivors have recounted experiences of humiliation, 
assault on their dignity and self-esteem; they have 
experienced fear, anxiety, isolation and abandonment.”  
The service sought to offer healing and hope, moving 
forward. 
 

In our service, there was an attempt to share some real 
examples of what survivors have experienced. This gave 
worshippers a powerful insight into why such a service 
was necessary.  We thank the Assembly for its leadership 
in this, and hope our service was helpful to those who 
were able to attend. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



APRIL 1st* – Easter Day 8th
 15th

 22nd 29th
 APRIL 2018 DATES 

Service / Leader Rev Philip Liebelt Rev Philip Liebelt Rev Philip Liebelt Worship & Nurture Rev Philip Liebelt WEEKLY EVENTS 
Cuppa and Chat - Tues 10am weekly 
FRESH Youth Theatre - Wed 4-6:30pm 
 

1    Easter Day Communion, 10am 
14  Working Bee, 9.30am 
15  Death Café, 2.30pm 
27  Friday Friends, 6.30pm 
29  Organ Recital by  
      David Johnston, 2.30pm 

 
April Birthdays  
3     Jonathon Hill 
29   Angela Forbes 

 

Lectionary 
Readings 

Acts 10:34-43  
Psalm 118:1-2,14-24 

1 Cor 15:1-11  
Mark 16:1-8 

Acts 4:32-35 
Psalm 133 

1 John 1:1–2:2 
John 20:19-31 

Acts 3:12-19 
Psalm 4 

1 John 3:1-7 
Luke 24:36b-48 

Acts 4:5-12 
Psalm 23 

1 John 3:16-24 
John 10:11-18 

Acts 8:26-40 
Psalm 22:25-31 
1 John 4:7-21 
John 15:1-8 

Prayer Audrey Greg Helen Patricia Cathy 

Greeter Geoffrey Pam Colin Moira & Alex Jane 

Reader Andrea Patricia Greg Audrey Alex 

Data Projector Cathy Dustin Michael Greg Dustin 

Steward/Offering Helen & Andrea Colin & Cathy Helen & Shane Cathy & Lee Colin & Michael 

Morning Tea Patricia & Geoffrey Moira & Jane Wendy & Cheryl Denise & Alex Geoffrey & Jane 

Flowers Patricia Jane Helen Alex Audrey 

         

MAY 6th* 13th 20th - Pentecost 27th - Trinity  MAY 2018 DATES 

Service / Leader Rev Philip Liebelt Rev Philip Liebelt Rev Philip Liebelt Rev Philip Liebelt 
 

6     Communion, 10am 
10   Worship & Nurture group  meeting, 12.30pm 
12   Mini- Fete, 10am 
16   Church  Council, 7pm 
20   Rev.  Blues and Charlie Cool, 2.30pm 
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   Friday Friends  - ‘Forget Me Not’ - Brighton TC 

 

May Birthdays  
8    Lee Hanmer 
11  Alex  Elliott 
15  Geoff Paterson 
16  Lilian Ignatieva 
18   Kevin  Payne 
21   John Brown 
23   Greg Smith 
24   Michael Forbes 
 

Lectionary 
Readings 

Acts 10:44-48  
Psalm 98  

1 John 5:1-6  
John 15:9-17 

Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 
Psalm 1 

1 John 5:9-13 
John 17:6-19 

Acts 2:1-21  
Psalm 104:24-35 
Romans 8:22-27  

John 15:26 - 16:15 

Isaiah 6:1-8 
Psalm 29 

Romans 8:12-17 
John 3:1-17 

Prayer Audrey Greg Helen Patricia 

Greeter Geoffrey Pam Colin Cathy 

Reader Andrea Patricia Greg Alex 

Data Projector Cathy Greg Michael Dustin 

Steward/Offering Helen & Cathy Michael & Andrea Cathy & Shane Helen & Colin 

Morning Tea Patricia & Alex Denise & Ray Lilian & Jane Geoffrey & Audrey 

Flowers Patricia Jane Alex Helen 
 

*Includes Holy Communion 

St John’s Uniting Church, Elsternwick                    
Roster & diary dates for April - May 2018 


