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Introduction

How do you summarise 125 years at
St John’s in just ten pages? What do
you put in? What do you leave out?

One hundred and twenty-five years
later, the story continues to unfold.
We hope that this booklet, which
complements the display of
memorabilia in the church, will enrich the anniversary celebrations as
we give thanks to God for what has
been, and continue to seek where
He is leading us in the future.

There is a rich story here, of a
dynamic group of very human
people, who are constantly looking
for ways to share and develop their
faith in the context of the church
and the local community.
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1887
Caulfield Shire population:
2 554 people
•

•

•

JH Harper, J McDougall,
A Scott and –– Muir.
1889
• The Sunday School commences
in the hall. The Superintendent
is JW Blanch (January).

Twelve Caulfield Presbyterians
meet in the new Shire Hall to
consider providing Presbyterian
services for Caulfield and part
of Balaclava (30 September).

•

The Rev George Faulds
conducts the first service in the
Court House (31 October). He is
to become the first permanent
minister at the Caulfield
Presbyterian Church.

1891
• Rev Fergus Ferguson is called.

T Frame Senior, JA Harper,
and A Scott form the first
Committee of Management.

Land at the corner of Foster
Street and Glen Huntly Road is
purchased for £9.5.0 a foot.

•

A wooden hall is built for £790.

•

The words St John’s are added
to the church name.

•

JH Clarke, A Jackson and JP
Brown are added to the Session.

1892		
• The Rev David Graham
McCrea (1892–1901) is
inducted.

1888
• The first interim Session meets
with PS Speedie and JR Ferrier.
•

A Scott and JF Corney are
inducted into office and become
the first Session.

1901
• The Rev John George Davies
(1901–1910) is inducted.
•

The church expresses concern to
the Shire Council over the state
of Foster Street drains.

•

St John’s Cricket Club is
established.

1902
• St John’s PWMU Branch is
established (June).
The current hall was the church until
1916. Built in 1888, extensions were
later added to each end.

•

The first Committee of Management meets in the new hall. It
comprises D Ballantyne, JW
Blanch, F Corney, JG Foster,

•

The Dorcas Society is
established (July).

•

A church extension is added.
The cost is £65.

1903		
• The church is designated
Elsternwick East.
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•

Rev Davies initiates the Ladies’
Visiting Committee to extend
the church influence to neighbours as well as visiting church
members and adherents.

•

Young People’s Mission Band
is established.

1911		
• The Board of Management
agrees to publish a monthly
Parish Record.
•

1904		
• The church’s name is changed
to St John’s Elsternwick East.
•

Sewerage connection is made.

1907
Caulfield Shire population:
10 571 people
•

1912		
• AP Gardiner secures land on
the Foster and Murray Streets
corner and “. . . was kindly
holding it for the options of the
church should it desire to obtain
possession of it at a later date”.

Young Men’s Bible Class starts
with leader WG Donald.

1909
• Church seats are allocated to
the inmates of the Presbyterian
Girls’ Home located at
46 Regent Street.
1910		
• The Rev Finlay McQueen
(1910–1920) is inducted.

•

Rapid growth strains accommodation in the hall to the limits.
St John’s feels it is in a position
to make a great advance, and a
congregational meeting authorises the establishment of a New
Church Fund. The first
subscription is £7.5.0.

The Board of Management is
authorised to take “. . . any
necessary Legal proceedings to
stop the depasturing of cattle in
the church grounds”.
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•

Mr Gardiner erects two tennis
courts and a pavilion on the
Murray Street land.

•

Young Women’s Bible Class
commences with Miss Munn
as the first President and Eric
Scott as Secretary.

•

St John’s Tennis Club is established and tennis courts are
opened (10 August).

•

AP Gardiner promises £500 for
building a new church on the
condition that the church raises
₤1000 and installs a stained
glass window.

•

Board of Management meets to
consider how best to accommodate the Sunday School which
has doubled since 1903.

•

The Congregational Meeting
asks the Board of Manage-

ment to prepare a “rough plan
or plans of a brick church at
an approximate cost of £3 500.
The plan is to be submitted to
a Congregational meeting not
later than June 1913”.

•

Pipe organ tender for £520 is
accepted from Mr Geo Fincham.

•

AP Gardiner uses an inscribed
silver trowel to lay the church
foundation stone (14 August).

1913		
• It is decided to adopt a semicircular form of Church as the design for a new church similar to
the design at Hawthorn West.
1914
• Tenders are called for the new
church building which will include the central position of the
choir stalls, and two rooms one
of which may be a vestry.

AP Gardiner lays the foundation stone

•

Sunday School is built and is
opened by Miss J Henderson.

•

•

Infant classroom is built on
tennis land for £91.

•

Wartime depletes numbers of
tennis club players and the
South Suburban Competition is
abandoned for the year.

Four tenders are received.
The Board of Management on
11 August resolves:
Owing to the unsettled state of
affairs, financial and otherwise,
resulting from the European War and
in which Great Britain had become
involved, the Board was of opinion
that it would be unwise to proceed
with the building of a new church at
the present juncture.

•

•

1916
• Rev Professor Rentoul
dedicates the church building
with 600 present (20 February).

Church writes to the Automobile Club expressing concern at
the noise of motor vehicles and,
in particular, motor cycles in
Glen Huntly Road.
The Automobile Club agrees to
supply Church signs to be erected on each side of the church.

1915
• Architects are requested to
invite fresh tenders for the new
church.
•

•

Suffer the little children stained
glass window is dedicated.

•

Presbytery agrees to the name
St John’s Elsternwick
Presbyterian Church.

•

Session sends Christmas
Greetings to “our soldiers at the
front”.

1917
• The Minister reports to Session
that two St John’s men, who are
leaving for the front

The tender for the new church
is accepted for £2 787 (May).
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immediately, wish to “. . . sit at
the Lord’s Table with some of
their friends before sailing”. A
Special Communion Service is
held after the morning service.
•

Church where matters
concerning the Temperance
Movement will be discussed.

Session grants F Brown
12 month’s absence to volunteer
for the Red Cross in Europe.

1918
• Honour board
is unveiled
(3 March).
•

•

F Brown presents a tray and a
set of communion cups to the
church.

•

AP Gardiner appeals for more
Sunday School teachers.

Congregation votes 113–76 in
favour of Church Union with
16 informal votes (September).

Miss Orr Henderson seeks permission to hold a Scotch concert
in aid of the Sunday School
Building Funds.

1922		
• A brick kindergarten classroom
is built and opens free of debt.

1920
• The Rev John A Crockett
(1920–1933) is inducted.
•

•

•

1919		
• The church
buys the brick
residence on the opposite
corner of Foster Street and
Glen Huntly Road for £1 500.
It is to be used as a manse.
Session approves the formation
of a boys’ gymnastic class.

Mr Allison reports that meetings will be held in the churches
to discuss temperance and
prepare for the State Election.

1921		
• Weekly freewill offering
commences.

Session confirms only
members and
adherents may
use the tennis
courts.

•

•

•

Session appoints F Brown to
join a deputation to the
Minister of Lands to protest
about the opening of parks for
sports on Sundays.

•

The issue of shortening services
during hot weather is raised at
Session and is left in the hands
of the minister.

•

Session approves a Spiritual
Mission as desired by the Presbytery of Melbourne South.

1923
• Ministers’ Fraternal agrees
to hold a Simultaneous Mission. Two delegates need to be
appointed to work with other
Protestant churches.

Session appoints Messrs
Patterson and Allison as
delegates to a meeting at
Hawthorn Road Methodist

•
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The Mission will be held in

July and Rev AH Fletcher from
Northcote will officiate. Volunteers are asked to visit houses
in the area bounded by Kooyong, Glen Eira and Bambra
Roads, and Sycamore Street.
•

presented by Mrs Dunbar in
memory of her husband Arthur
who attended the very first
service.
1931
• Church overdraft is £441.

A shortage of Sunday School
teachers is reported.

•

Scouts begin quarterly church
parades.

1924		
• Rev Crockett is made Moderator
of the Presbyterian Church of
Victoria.

1933
• The Rev J Gray Robertson
(1933–1942) is inducted.

1926
• Session approves First Aid
classes that are open to people
outside the congregation.

•

23 Gladstone Parade is leased
for the Minister’s use.

•

Presbyterian Church Stipends
Board in a letter “. . . expresses
keen disappointment that a
charge of the importance of
the financial and numerical
strength of St John’s Elsternwick should think of offering
less than £400 per annum”.

1928
• Presbyterian Girls’ Association
(PGA) secretary asks Session to
sanction a Girl Guides Company in connection with the PGA.
The Session approves.
•

1934
• Mrs Robertson inaugurates the
Ladies Guild.

Session is informed of a family
needing assistance because the
breadwinner is unemployed and
there is sickness in the home.
Similar situations, and the need
for financial assistance, are
identified in subsequent years.

Ladies Guild, Dorcas Society and PWMU

1929		
• The hall is extended at the eastern end to provide for a stage at
a cost of £529.
•

1935
• Manse is sold due to financial
difficulties faced by the church..

Mr McConchie replaces
AP Gardiner as Sunday School
Superintendent.

1936
• Sunday School changes from
afternoons to mornings.

1930
• The Ascension stained glass
window is dedicated and

•
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St John’s Repertory Club is
established.

1937
• St John’s Repertory Club
presents Caesar’s Friend in the
Caulfield Town Hall.
•

1946
• Session agrees that a petition
against the proposed State
Lottery is placed in the church
porch for worshippers to sign.

St John’s Jubilee celebrations
are held and 40-page book is
produced.

1947		
• Diamond Jubilee for St John’s
is held.

1942		
• The Rev James Jones
(1942–1954) accepts the call
to St John’s.

•

1943
• The Dorcas Society gives
cash donations to three South
Melbourne missions because it
cannot obtain materials.
•

1949
• A fire occurred in the hall during painting. The slate roof is
replaced with tiles.

St John’s Soldiers’ Welfare
Association (SWA) activities
include helping at the Soldiers’
Welfare hut at Scots Church,
and providing parcels of food
and clothing which are forwarded to soldiers. A netting
class organised by Mrs Brown
produces 155 nets.

•

Ladies’ Guild is in recess as
members are helping the SWA.

•

The Session agrees to a dance
and applies these conditions:
(a) no increase in the charge
(b) not more than 50% of the
items be dances (c) no objectionable forms of dancing (d) those
present be young people of St
John’s only, excepting of special
occasions where groups from
other Presbyterian churches are
especially invited by the young
people (e) the social evening
closes at 10.45pm.

Session receives a letter from St
John’s Presbyterian Women’s
Mission Union (PWMU) requesting that women, as well as
men, may welcome visitors in
the church porch.

1952
• 49 Victoria Street manse is
purchased for £5 500.
1953
• Elsternwick The Wicks win a
football premiership.

Elsternwick C grade premiers 1953

1954		
• The Rev Arthur H Michell
(1954–1964) is inducted.
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•

Girls’ attendance at Presbyterian Fellowship of Australia
(PFA) meetings is satisfactory
while boys’ attendance continues to fall.

1958
• The Hon. Harold Holt MP opens
the 12th Caulfield Scout Hall in
Beavis Street (18 May).
1960
• A table tennis club is established with Greg Bradford and
Ross McDonald in charge.

1955		
• The Scouts and Guides
appoint Rev Michell as Chaplain. Each Group wishes to
retain St John’s in its title.
•

1961		
• A block of land on the east side
of the church is purchased for
£5 500 for a manse or outreach,
but is used as a car park until
the 1994 extension.

A large amount of maintenance
is undertaken after a period of
materials shortages during the
war and post-war years.

•

1956
• A Mission of Evangelism and
Stewardship includes
– a Congregational Loyalty
Dinner attended by 600
people in the Caulfield
Town Hall (22 October).
– a team of specially trained
mission visitors who meet
with people in their home to
encourage commitment to
the church and its finances.

1957		
• A branch of the Presbyterian
Brotherhood is established.

Organ is converted to electropneumatic action. Pipework
additions and reconditioning
occurs at a cost of £2 000.

1962
• St John’s celebrates its 75th
anniversary.
•

The reconditioned organ is
re-dedicated (18 February).

•

Tennis courts are converted
from asphalt to a porous surface
at a cost of £900.

•

Session thanks all organisations
for arranging various functions
for the 75th anniversary – “The
enthusiasm displayed by everyone augurs well for the future of
our church”.

•

Alex Hobson is ordained in the
ministry after two years’
membership at St John’s.

1963
• Session discusses decline in
church and Sunday School attendances, and the need for a
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census to identify children not
attending a Sunday School.

1971
• Margaret Evans is set apart for
missionary service as a teacher
at Aurukun.

1964		
• The Rev William E Haddrick
(1964–1978) starts his ministry.

1973
• Graham Gall, who had grown
up at St John’s, is ordained as
a minister. He preaches at the
2.30pm Centenary service.

1968		
• Rev Haddrick dedicates, and
AA Anderson ceremoniously
opens, the new Meeting Room
(west room), kitchen and Ladies
Cloakroom which cost $11 687.
•

Feeding the five thousand
stained glass window is
dedicated (11 November).

•

Session fully discusses
“Sunday School problems”
including the best starting time
and how best Church Services
can support and supplement the
Sunday School.

•

The Minister visits Holy Cross
and Temple Beth Israel continuing ecumenical and interfaith
connections.

•

The Session discusses alternatives for the Evening Service.

•

1976
• St John’s unites with Orrong
Road Congregational Church
to form the Parish of St John’s
Uniting Church Elsternwick.
1977

Uniting Church in Australia
is inaugurated on 22 June.

1978		
• Regent Lodge is built to provide
homely aged care.
1979		
• The Rev Eric F Thomas
(1979–1988) starts at St John’s.

1969
• The Jesus, Mary and Martha
stained glass window is
dedicated (14 December).
•

Church Union: 163 vote in
favour with 11 against.

1980
• Feed my lambs stained glass
window is dedicated (27 April).
•

Session is concerned at low
PFA attendances.

Evening Mission Group closes
after many years.

1987
• St John’s Centenary
celebrations are held.

1970
• The Annual Ecumenical Service, held at St John’s, is
attended by clergy and members from Roman Catholic,
Church of England, Methodist
and Congregational churches.

•
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Orrong Road (Cato), Caulfield
South and St John’s form
Elsternwick–Caulfield South
Parish.

•

parish news.

The Rev Murray Coombe
(1987–1989) starts at St John’s.

•

1989
• The Rev Mark Lawrence
(1989–1995) becomes the
minister.

Nepean Presbytery formally advises the parish to consolidate
into one congregation and they
begin to worship together at St
John’s.

1990
• The final service is held at
Orrong Road (2 December).

1995
• Friday Friends meeting in local
restaurants begins.

1994
• Renovation of the church
includes the moving the organ
console, opening out of the
sanctuary, and adding the east
room, kitchenette and internal
toilets. Total cost $506 455.

1996
• The Rev Joan Wright
(1996–2001) becomes the
minister at St John’s.
1998
• The Elders and Parish
Council are merged to become
the Church Council.
•

Wednesday prayer group and
shared luncheons begin.

2000
• St John’s takes over the lease
for the Opportunity Shop which
continues to make donations to
a variety of church, community,
and international aid agencies.
•
The sanctuary
after the renovations.

•

The Employment Resource
Centre is established to provide
practical advice to the
unemployed.

•

Uniting Church Moderator
Nancy Bomford opens the renovations and extensions
(14 August).

•

Link newsletter is introduced to
keep members up to date with

The Alpha course is attended
by about 20 people and results
in two Home Groups who meet
regularly to continue to explore
the meaning of the Gospel in
their lives.

2001
• St Stephen’s Uniting Church
closes and 29 members transfer
to St John’s. Connections continue through the Great Sunday
of Sharing service with the Indonesian congregation who now
worships at St Stephen’s.
11

•

Synod converts Orrong Road
into the Archive Centre.

•

Weekly Cuppa and Chat begins.

2003
• The Rev Dr John Broughton
(2003–2007) is inducted.

•

Data projector is installed to
add more visuals to worship.

•

Messy Church invites children
to explore the Advent message.

•

The first annual Walk for Africa
raises $11 400.

2004
• Martin Wright is accepted as a
candidate for ministry.
2005
• Connection with Beulah UC
supports the rural region in a
time of hardship.
2006
• The Deng/Jok family become
part of the community. Practical
support is provided.

Annual Walk for Africa 2011

2012
• Uganda’s Watoto Children’s
Choir performs at the church
and is hosted by church families
and friends.

2008
• The Rev Apwee Ting (2008–
2010) begins his ministry.
•

Sharing Sundays build
community through people telling their stories.

•

St John’s participates in
ecumenical services at Victoria
by the Park, as well as ecumenical Advent and Lenten studies.

2009
• The floor in the east corner of
the church is repaired providing
an open raised space.
•

•

Organ is reconditioned at
$8 000.

•

125th celebrations include a
supper dance, production of a
booklet and display, a thanksgiving service, a buffet, and a
centenary tennis fun day.

Youth Group begins.

2010
• Extensive mission and direction
workshops are held.
2011
• Appointment of Christine
Clinch as Pastor.

St John’s Church today.
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