
In the midst  
of discussions in the Asset 
Strategy Program we are 
undertaking with Synod to 
determine how our property 
can best serve our mission a 
book came my way written by a 
Melbourne Christian architect.   
Fred Batterton specialises in 

redevelopment of churches (of all denominations) to make 
them more appropriate for the churches’ mission, and has 
worked in both England and Australia, and undertaken 
research in the USA. His book is sub-titled “Rethinking the 
Church’s Buildings for the 21st. Century and is filled with 
real examples of what has been able to be done with 
church buildings, including many heritage ones. 
 Some of the experts the Church has used in recent 
times have seemed not to understand the mission of the 
Church and have made their recommendations on mainly 
commercial issues. Not so, with Fred. I am impressed with 
the way that he really does think realistically about 
churches’ mission, and it is not just something he has 
‘caught’ or been told. And he is very much in touch with 
the Holy Spirit in this. 
 It is not just his body of work or his work 
experience and expertise as an architect that impresses 
me, but that he is a man who takes seriously what I have 
been referring to from the pulpit as “nudges by the Holy 
Spirit.” In his 20th chapter (they are short) he tells this 
story of a project with St. Aldate’s, Oxford. 
 

We have reached the point...where I must share with you 
probably the most profound experience in my life. During 
1998 my architect’s practice had made the planning 
application for the new entrance building to St. Aldate’s 
church in central Oxford. ... (P)rior discussions with the 
planning officers ...(indicated) they were broadly in favour.  
Seven days before the application was due to come before 
the planning committee... the officers’ recommendations 
were released and we heard that they were recommending 
refusal. My practice had worked in many heritage 
conservation areas and my instinct from past experience 
was to withdraw the application rather than risk a refusal, 
which may be hard to overcome. 
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...Late on Thursday night (the day we heard this) with the 
kids asleep and my wife already in bed, I was brushing my 
teeth when I heard, “Fred, Fred.” I went through to the 
bedroom and said, “Yes, Darling, what is it?” She looked at 
me strangely...and said that she hadn’t said anything.           
I returned to the bathroom and a voice said, “This is my 
battle, not yours.” Stunned, and still with a mouthful of 
toothpaste, I fell on my knees. 
 

I did not withdraw the application or change it in anyway. I 
explained this to my church contacts and was invited to 
tell the whole church on Sunday morning. They then 
determined to pray in groups until the planning meeting ... 
The committee ... discussed our project for a while and 
decided to decline the advice of their officers and defer for 
negotiation. With some amendments we obtained a 
permit a couple of months later. 
 

His conclusion is to “be prepared to appoint specialist 
consultants..., have a well thought out solution and pray.” 
 Incidentally, this was just one of a number of 
projects this church undertook over a 10-year period. The 
Rector, appointed seven years before the first, and his 
wife, “received two clear visions of Christ appearing to 
them and telling them to ‘take control of my church.’”  
This led to a significant period of spiritual discernment by 
the congregation and they grew spiritually and 
acknowledged that “if God wanted to speak directly to His 
people, it was right to listen.” 
 It is quite probable that I have just lost some of 
you, who might feel that God has no role to play in 
anything to do with property. Nevertheless, I hope that at 
least some of you will join me in seeking God’s guidance 
for the way ahead for St. John’s. 

Incidentally, I feel drawn to the Fred’s work for a 
different reason. Not from the architectural side, but from 
his link between property and mission. Since the days of 
my Presbytery Minister’s role in Gippsland and my work at 
Morwell in particular, I have been very interested in 
church property development for community 
engagement. (Actually maybe before that, but seriously 
only in this last 10 years.)  
 

(continued) 
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EDITORIAL 
It is our privilege to bring you this edition of ‘LINK’, 
with a collection of stories from the church and the 
community it is part of. In this issue it is great to 
have so many different individuals contributing 
either directly or as their story is told. 
 It seems to be a universal thing that church 
newsletters and their editors receive very little 
feedback for their efforts. ‘LINK’ is no different. 
Whereas, you would hope that in a church 
community we would be about encouraging each 
other or helping each other to do better. 
 Please feel free to give feedback to our 
team, so that we might improve the quality of our 
work.  That might include suggestions for what you 
would like included in future; or better still an offer 
to contribute something you want to see. 
 

Philip for the LINK Production Team 
(Andrea, Geoff, Patricia, Philip) 

 
 

This interest gave me an opportunity to go to England to 
visit several church developments with a group from the 
Uniting Church here in the Vic/Tas. Synod. A couple of 
years later, I went to the USA on my own, and visited a 
number of projects in Seattle, San Francisco, Richmond 
(Virginia) and Washington DC. I have continued to look 
closely at what Australian churches have done as part of 
their mission and creative use of property. (I shared some 
of these with you during a series of ‘Dangerous Stories 
during the Sundays after Pentecost last year.) 

I believe that God has something special in line for 
us here at St. John’s, if we are faithful and prepared to be 
guided by the Holy Spirit. I am also conscious that time is 
of the essence for me. I hope some of you are ready and 
willing to see it through. 

Blessings, Philip 
*Inspiring Hope *Embracing Change *Releasing Creativity 

Walking west 
On Anangu land 
Record the tune – phone in hand 
Get the spirit 
A lighter load 
Stay with me, stay with me  
Amundurrngu road 

 

Gospel song in the night 
Songs of Hope: it will be all right 
Can I walk with you 
God in my heart 
Stay with me, stay with me 
Amundurrngu night 

 

The road is dark 
But the stars are bright 
The breeze is warm in the night 
Hear the love, let it in my heart 
Stay with me, walking down  
Amundurrngu Road 
 

 

Social Justice Lunch 
This year we are 
fortunate to again have 
David Manne from 
Refugee Legal as our 
Social Justice Lunch 
speaker. The two-course 
Italian meal will be held 
at St.  John’s on Sunday 
July 29th at 12pm 

Proceeds from the lunch, 
along with $1000 from 
St. John’s Op Shop will 
go to Refugee Legal. 

Alex 

 

Amundurrngu Road 
 

At our last Sharing Sunday, Greg Smith shared this song 
which he wrote. He comments: 

“This song is based on a gospel tune I heard sung one 
night in Amundurrngu, Central Australia. 
It is about my understanding that we all carry such things 
as grief, fear and pain, but that we also have experiences 
of God's love, peace and hope. 
Like on a road near Amundurrngu, Emmaus or Elsternwick, 
God’s love can intrude in unexpected places, and in 
unexpected forms.” 
 

Songs of Love 
Songs of Praise 
Amongst the pain 
In this place 
Walk the road 
A passion piece … 
Stay with me,  
Far away – from this place 
 

Open our hearts 
To you here 
In this place 
Of love and fear 
May we feel 
A greater love 
Walk us down, walk us down 
Amundurrngu Road 
Walk us down, walk us down 
Amundurrngu Road 

 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Right Track 
At the end of May, we were able to host two ‘Right Track’ events. ‘Right Track’ is an initiative of the Asylum Seeker Resource 
Centre. Small groups are invited to hear some of the facts about the current situation for people seeking asylum into Australia. 
Through discussion of these facts, a response is then formulated to be passed on to local politicians and/or candidates.   

In our case, particular focus was on Michael Danby MHR for the seat of Port Melbourne.  The desired outcome is for politicians 
to hear the message that people in their electorate are concerned about policy surrounding asylum seekers and want change to 
this policy. Politicians work on the belief that if one person who gives them feedback, represents eight having that view. 

If we want policies around asylum seekers changed, we need politicians to hear our concerns, and they hear these best when 
an election is in the wind. 
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Reconciliation Q & A 

Between Reconciliation and NAIDOC weeks,  
St John’s will be hosting a Panel Q & A on  
Reconciliation on June 14th at 7.30pm. 
 

The Panel will include: 

 Melissa Bickford, Strategic Communications Manager, Aboriginal 
Victoria and Chair of the Glen Eira Council’s Reconciliation Action 
Plan Advisory Group. 

 John Murray, a Koori Education Support Officer working for DET in 
the Southern Metro Area. 

 Rev. Dr. (Fr) Turi Hollis, priest at Christ Church Anglican St. Kilda. 
Maori by birth, Turi has been active in reconciliation with the Port 
Phillip Council. 

 Rev. Shannon Smith, priest at St. Christopher’s Anglican Church, 
Bentleigh East, and member of the Reconciliation Action Plan 
Working Group for the Anglican Diocese of Melbourne. 

 

Panellists will share something of their personal story and answer 
questions on their views on reconciliation, before open discussion with 
the audience.  

Philip 
 

 

Storytelling Our Identities 

As part of the Glen Eira Storytelling Festival and our programme of 
Sunday afternoons at St. John’s, this event will bring together Christian, 
Jewish and Muslim storytellers to share stories of faith and identity. 
Sunday 8 July, 2:30pm - All tickets: $10     www.trybooking.com/UMES 
 

Storyteller, lawyer, entrepreneur and parent, Dalit Kaplan has worked 
and studied in the US, Israel and her native Australia. She teaches 
storytelling, and tells exploring gender, identity, culture and trauma 
(usually with humour).  
Yousef Alreemawi is a Palestinian lecturer and interpreter with a 
background in community outreach and working with refugees. He 
produces and presents at Radio 3CR discussing the Palestinian situation. 

Once national co-ordinator of ‘Network of Biblical Storytellers’, 
Philip Liebelt is a writer, teacher and minister who tells classics, bible 
stories and his own stories. 

Twelve of us in number met in the East Room at St 
Johns on Sunday afternoon on 15th April to 
attend ‘The Side Door’s’ second ‘Death Café.’  We 
sat in groups of four at small tables covered in 
blue check cloths and each table had a small vase 
holding a single red rose. Hot drinks and cake was 
provided and added to a calming and relaxed 
setting. The gathering was fortuitously held at the 
start of, “Death Awareness Week.” 

Although there was no attempt to set a 
discussion agenda, the discussions around the 
room were ongoing, productive and there were 
no silent gaps. Those who attended felt that the 
exercise was relaxed, informal and advantageous. 
Here are some of the strategies we discussed 
which people need to consider and put in place.  
After the making of your will, power of attorney 
and medical power of attorney, the next step is to 
put in place your, “End of life death plan.”   
 

The following are some items that can be clarified. 
Do you wish to be resuscitated? 
Where do you wish to be buried?  
Do you wish to be cremated?   
Who do you want to be by your side?  
What type of funeral service?  
What type of music and flowers at the service?  
Do you wish to make an organ donation?  
What clothes do you wish to be buried in?  
Have a list of friends to be notified and updated. 
If you have a burial plot, have your next of kin 
registered with your name. 
Keep all records together e.g. Solicitor, financial 
advisor, superannuation contacts, banking 
information including list of automatic 
withdrawals, pre-paid funeral details and pension 
details. Let your family/executor know where 
everything is kept. 
Write your own eulogy if you wish.                
 

‘The Side Door’ is hoping to hold a couple of 
‘Death Cafes’ each year. We are registered with 
the international Death Cafe movement and have 
had other people contacting us to ask about how 
to run one. 

Patricia 
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I want to share the story behind our moving from our home 

almost 3 years ago. 
Philip asked if Leonard would play a couple of hymns at 

a church service at Victoria by the Park (in future I will say ‘The 
Park’). Of course, he agreed and we duly arrived at the Park. 

I knew Felice and Alex as they regularly brought 
residents from ‘The Park’ to Cuppa and Chat.  After the service 
they asked if we would like to have a look around the facility.  I 
had lived in Elsternwick and Elwood for many years, but never 
been inside the building in Victoria Street. We were very 
impressed with what we saw – big open lounges and dining 
room, all tables set with tablecloths; 2 big courtyards with 
plants and tables and chairs. 

When we got home, we had a serious talk about our 
future.  We realised that at some point we would not be able to 
look after ourselves, even with outside help. After family 
consultation, we put our names down on the list to wait for 
accommodation, and a few months later we moved into an 
apartment with two rooms one overlooking the bay, and the 
second looking onto a courtyard.  Having lived near the sea 
most of my life, I feel I am so fortunate to look over the bay and 
sometimes see the red and white Spirit of Tasmania setting off 
for Devonport. 

I think we have settled into our new home, because it 
was entirely our decision to move. We did not leave it so long 
that others needed to make it for us. Another reason is that we 
moved only a short distance to Elsternwick which we knew so 
well, having lived in the area all our lives. So, in many ways it is 
almost as if we have come home. 
 Our thanks go to the management and staff at ‘The 
Park’, who do a lot to make life easy for us.  Our apartment is 
our home. We have been encouraged to furnish our rooms with 
our own furniture. So as we all say - it is not home but it is the 
next best thing! 

Lois Lowsby 
 

Residential aged care is still seen by some as a place to avoid – a last resort when there is no other option.  

It is sad seeing residents who have that pre-conception as they rarely actually settle in and enjoy the benefits of their new 
home and are always longing to go home, returning to that which is familiar. 
Everyone ages differently. So, everyone has varying needs of assistance and care. These needs change over time and care 
given is changes to mirror that. It is called “ageing in place”. 

My Lifestyle assistant role at Sheridan Hall has the main task of improving the quality of life of the residents. This is 
done many ways; the most obvious way is group activities. There are many group activities on offer in a week and residents 
are invited to attend as many as they wish. Residents choose not to attend and that’s OK; their choices are respected. 

A resident used to being at home alone may choose to stay in their room. Then our concern as staff is to ensure 
that residents do not become isolated if they don’t want to be part of the family/community in the residence.  
Group activities are only part of my job. I spend time with individual residents encouraging them to pursue activities they 
enjoy, or just chatting – hearing stories& experiences, concerns & fears. Challenging a resident to try new things or 
remember the old is as important. Sometimes I provide emotional support. 

In Group activities we discover skills, natural talents and common ground. Residents share experiences and stories, 
so everyone benefits. Some activities are brain exercise when everyone can contribute, often surprising themselves and 
others by what they know or remember. Group activities can be physical exercise; art/craft oriented actively making items 
for charity/fundraising; celebrating different cultures with foods, music and experiences or purely social and entertaining. 
When not at group activities residents may go out; have visitors or initiate their own activities with co-residents making 
their own fun.  

Helen Liebelt 

SHARING  
SUNDAY 

On Aged Care     
 

I didn’t fight moving into Victoria by the Park.      

I didn’t really have a choice, after my husband died 
and I couldn’t cope on my own.  It has turned out 
much better than I thought it would. 
 I have a large apartment overlooking the 
park. I have a kitchenette that other Homes did not 
have.  Because of this I am able to supplement my 
meals, which I need to do. 
 In a place like this it is hard to live with 
people less fortunate than yourself.  You learn to 
have greater compassion.  You look at life with a 
different perspective. 
 We really appreciate the way that we are 
accepted and welcomed by the church at ‘Cuppa 
and Chat’. Doesn’t matter who we are; even a 
homeless man who comes in off the street. 
For me, being here the gains or the assets are 
greater than the losses.         

              Eleonora Spivak  
 

 
 

Eleonora and Lois at 
‘Cuppa and Chat’ 
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P 
R 
I 
L 

  



PROFILE:  Audrey Nelson  

Based on an Interview with Andrea Casey 

 
 
AC: Tell us about your early years. 
AN I was born in Hughesdale hospital in 1934.  I am 
the third of four children, having a sister and a brother 
older than me and a younger sister. My parents, Harold, 
an ex-serviceman and Patricia, whose father was a 
French Swiss, lived in Oakleigh, moved to 357 Glen Eira 
road when I was about 18 months old.  So I have lived 
there effectively all my life.  
I attended Caulfield North Central school, as it was then, 
and from there was accepted into MacRobinson’s Girls 
High School where a Miss Hutton finally taught me to 
understand geometry! I was in the commercial stream 
the year when shorthand was changed from Pitmans to 
Dacomb, which I found confusing as it was like learning 
another language, something I was never very good at. 
 

AC: What did you do when you left school? 
AN: I worked at Wenzel Pty Ltd, 313 Flinders Lane, a 
women’s wear warehouse that sold suiting material (and 
later Italian suiting fabric), buttons, etc to tailors. I was a 
ledger keeper and stayed there the 41 years of my 
working life. At the time, retirement age was 55, but I 
was able to stay until I was 57 and ‘was tapped on the 
shoulder’ in March 1997. 
 

AC: What did you do when you retired? 
AN: I started volunteering at Copeland St, in the old 
Methodist Babies Home building. This was the 
forerunner of Connections, now Uniting, the welfare 
service arm of the Uniting Church. They moved to 
Wellington St, Prahran, when the Service and Adoption 
and Permanent Care divisions parted. They then moved 
to High St, where an extension was built to 
accommodate the Adoption and Permanent Care 
division and where I still volunteer. 
I also drove visually impaired people to Vision Australia 
for recreation days until 3-4 years ago.  
 

AC: You are known as a woman of faith.  Can you tell 
us about that? 
AN: I attended Sunday School and later the youth group 
at Bambra Rd Methodist church and started teaching in the 
Sunday school there at 14 and later at St Stephens in 
Balaclava Rd. I taught Geoff Paterson and the children of 
Allan Casey, Nancy and John Brown and Andrea Casey. 
 The Sunday School Superintendent, Mr John May, 
was an inspiration to me.  His preaching brought my 
younger sister to the Lord. 
 A Sunday School teacher took me to a fellowship 
group at the Methodist Church in Ontario St where the 
preacher spoke on John 3:16. It made an impact on me and I 
committed myself to the Lord.  I was 13 or 14. 
 My faith is important to me. I feel I would be 
nothing if I didn’t have it. It is a challenge.  I am aware of 
how much my faith can touch other people. And I find that I 
need the fellowship of like-minded people. 
 

AC: Have you travelled? 
AN: To New Zealand; to Papua New Guinea where I 
enjoyed staying in the village Heather Simms was working as 
a translator; a separate trip to PNG; Thailand; visiting the 
four world Guiding centres in Mexico, India, Switzerland, 
London; India separately (I have a fascination with India); 
Alaska. 
 

AC: What books are you reading? 
AN: I like biographies but I also like People’s Friend 
Magazine, an English publication that has interesting serials. 
AC: What is your best memory? 
AN: A hike through Tasmania from Cradle Mountain to 
Lake St Claire, as a leader of a group of Rangers. The leader-
in-charge was Shirley Hopwood. 
AC: What would you say were your gifts? 
AN: Service, prayer, being there. 
AC: What advice would you give people? 
AN:  Be yourself, don’t get upset about things. 
AC: Finally, what are your plans for the future? 
AN: I’d like to live to be 100 and get a letter from the 
Queen, although I suppose it will be King Charles. 
I don’t plan, just let things flow, provided I’m still able 
bodied and well (to a certain extent). 
 

Thank you, Audrey, for ‘being there’! 
 

Audrey volunteers  
at the Op Shop 

AC: What are your interests? 
AN: I played tennis, squash and badminton at school.  I still play tennis. 
Our badminton group disbanded about 20 years ago. I gave squash in 
2012. I now play lawn bowls instead, introduced to it by Jean Everett.       
I joined Brownies in 1942 at the 4th Caulfield meeting at St, Margaret’s 
Church of England in Ripley Grove, Caulfield South and progressed 
through Girl Guides to become a Ranger, where I earned the Ranger 
Star. While there, I started leading a Brownie pack and as I got older led 
a Guide group. I became a District Commissioner then a Divisional 
Commissioner of the Caulfield division until 2006. As an ex-leader I 
belong to Trefoil and continue to attend State and National Gatherings. 
The Guiding Association has been a large part of my life. 
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CSCH Celebrates 30 Years 
of Community Service 
to the Glen Eira region 

 
 

 

Caulfield South Community House (CSCH) has been 
serving the community for 30 years. It is housed in the 
former Kooyong Road Methodist Sunday School which is 
leased from St. John’s. The House has 350 members and 
66 families who access the Early Learning Childcare 
Services. Tracey Burt is the Manager of the House, which 
is governed by a six-person Committee of Management 
who assist her to ensure the House follows its vision of 
Creating a Community So we Can Grow. 

CSCH offers members a range of regular activities 
within the “warm and welcoming” facilities. An annual 
membership of $15 is requested so you can enjoy many of 
the programs free of charge (or gold coin donation). 

 

Early Learning Child Care Service is offered on weekdays 
for children aged 15 months to five years. 
Classroom activities cater for a range of needs. 

Adult Learning and development activities include classes 
in English as a Second Language, Welsh, Basic 
French and computers. 

Fun and friendship activities include a Book Club and a Sit 
and Stitch Handicraft Circle.  

Health and wellbeing activities include a walking group, 
yoga for adults and children, Pilates (Strength and 
tone), cooking and art therapy. 
 

The Community garden (CG) developed on the old tennis 
court has had a recent redevelopment and is flourishing! 
Volunteers assist with garden design, planning, planting, 
watering, pruning and general garden maintenance. CG 
annual membership ($20) entitles access to the garden, 
take home harvest and all House activities. Garden Open 
Days and Food Swapare held on the second Sunday of 
every month.  Don’t forget to introduce yourselves to the 
stars of the garden – the three chickens named Matilda, 
Molly and Mimi! 

 

The House recognizes and celebrates special 
events such as R U OK? Day; Cancer Council Daffodil Day 
and Biggest Morning tea; Cultural Diversity; Volunteer 
Recognition Week and Neighbourhood Day. 
In 2017, CSCH received a City of Glen Eira Community 
Grant to upgrade garden beds and to enable “all abilities 
access” around the garden. Thanks to a Federal 
Government Grant, the House hall was completely 
repainted and refreshed!  
 

Further information  
Contact CSCH on 9596 8643 or visit their website at 
www.csch.org.au where you will find all the details on 
their activities and how you may become involved.  
Why not become a member? I have.           

Geoff 
 

Photos provided by CSCH 
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We visited the only Jewish synagogue still in use (when it 
can attract a minyan, a group of ten males for prayer) 
which is being kept open by the remaining four Jews, 
members of two families. The scrolls of the law were 

 central to the open 
space and there were 
many varied Belgian 
chandeliers hanging 
from the ceiling, 
evidence of the closure 
of other synagogues as 
many Jews migrated to 
Israel post 1948. 
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Faithful India  
Kerala, the most south-west state of India, has long held a 
fascination for me because politically, religiously, socially 
and economically it has a very different profile to the rest 
of India. The Communist government at Independence 
required the rich Brahmins to build schools on their land 
to provide free education for all, including girls, leading to 
improved economic and social conditions. When the 
chance to visit with friends arose it was an easy decision 
to join the tour. Our group of six was led by Mary, who 
has family in Kerala.  
 

Hinduism is the main religion of India (83%) but in Kerala 
only 55% are Hindus with Muslims 27% and Christians 
19%. We visited many places of worship from historic to 
modern, large to tiny and public to personal; each 
challenging me to think about the meaning of various rituals. 
 

The temples we visited seemed ancient, full of stone 
figures, with a dark inner sanctuary presided over by a 
priest who would offer a blessing with a wave of words 
and incense, followed by a request for money.                   
At a village temple we received various blessings with our 
foreheads daubed with ash, turmeric and ghee. 

The World Heritage listed Brihadishvara temple  

 

We watched a Theyyam 
ceremony where a dancer, 
dressed in an elaborate 
costume with detailed and 
stylised face paint, 
performed a series of 
rituals and chantings 
accompanied by drums in 
the courtyard of a temple. 
People sought his blessing 
at the end, making quiet 
requests and discreetly 
placing notes in his hand. 

The Jain temple was a simpler version of the Hindu 
temples indicating the disciplined life and commitment 
to conquering inner passions.   

Christianity was thought to have been brought to Kerala 
by St Thomas the Apostle, so the Syrian Orthodox church 
is strong along with Catholicism brought by the 
Portuguese traders.  Unfortunately, we were unable to 
attend a service. 

We were intrigued to see Christian 
shrines on the sides of the road. 

We chatted to one of our fellow travellers, who rose 
early to meditate, about faith and the essentials of 
worship and I wondered how often the language and 
rituals we carry out in church worship were as puzzling to 
visitors as we had experienced.  

Cathy 

Many mornings we heard the 
Islamic calls to prayer, three at 
half hourly intervals from 5:30am. 
Muslims were of varying degrees 
of observant as indicated by their 
dress from general clothing to the 
fully covered, women in black and 
men in white. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Unveiling of the First World War Honour Board 
Did you know the World War 1 Honour Board at the front of the church was unveiled one hundred years ago?                    
I decided to find out more about the unveiling and the people featured on the Board. 
 

The Unveiling 
The Presbyterian newspaper for the 14 March 1918 page 347 provides these details: 
“A crowded congregation assembled in St John’s Presbyterian Church, Glenhuntly Rd, Elsternwick … (for) the unveiling of the 
honour board by Chaplain-General, Dr. Rentoul at the ... service on March 3rd. The service was most impressive and a stirring 
address was given by Dr. Rentoul on ‘The Sacrifice and Testing of a People.’ … with a message of tender sympathy, glad cheer and 
hope. Returned members of the congregation took part. Trumpeters sounded the ‘Last Post.’ The choir rendered special music and 
‘Australia’s Battle Hymn’ was sung. The honour board is a fine piece of workmanship in Australian oak, with panels of fiddleback. 
There are already over 70 names on the roll, all were members of the congregation at the time of enlisting.” 
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The people 
Who were these St John’s people who enlisted? Using aif.adfa.edu.au, I discovered:  

 Names are listed by year of enlistment with 1918 names added after the unveiling. 

 Nine signed within a fortnight of the 4 August 1914 war declaration. 

 WA Kirkland, G Speirs and FE Lampe were tennis club members. 

 1915 had the highest enlistments. 

 Streets near St. John’s had multiple enlistments. 

 The average age was 23 years, increasing later in the war.  

 Some older married men enlisted in later years. 

 Nurses Simpson, Campbell, Robin and Gardiner enlisted in 1915. 

 Average time overseas was almost three years with 13 serving four or more years. 

 Most common occupations were clerk, carpenter, civil servant, grocer, salesman 
and student. 

 Twins Clement Gordon and John Gordon Brockie enlisted on 10 July 1915  
and served in the same battalion – only John returned. 
 

I intend to find out more about enlisted St John’s members,  
their families and their community. 

Geoff 
 Honour Board unveiling brochure front cover -  Source: Uniting Church Victorian Synod Archives 

 

The shop has been blessed with an amazing array of donations!  
Our weekly themes and window changes have been of 
particular interest both by passers-by and on Instagram and 
Facebook. 

Our “May the 4th Be With You!” Star Wars Day post has 
created quite a stir online reaching more than 2000 people in 
line - there were even a few guesses of who was under the 
mask, Colin was a hot favourite but it was Terry with 
commentary by John! 

The Royal wedding has inspired our front window - thank 
you Cheryl for the donation of the vintage white dress! 

We have finally received verbal permission to use the 
former change room at the back of the shop for storage. Minor 
electrical work was completed in preparation for a building 
audit by W4D personnel. Fluorescent lights have been replaced 
with energy saving tubes with a three-year warranty. 

 The Donations policy is to be reviewed by Church Council and interested volunteers  
before a meeting to discuss a transparent and predictable process. 
Kristi has been offered a new contract through to the end of the year. 
 

VOLUNTER THANK YOU & FEEDBACK DISCUSSION 
AT AN AFTERNOON TEA at ST. JOHN’S at 2.30pm on JUNE 3rd 

 

Op Shop future planning day is proposed for late June. 

OP SHOP WRAP 

Cathy H, Cathy M, and Kristi 
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Abundant Grace, Liberating Hope 

The 15th Assembly 
This year's Uniting Church in Australia 
15th Assembly meeting is being hosted 
by the Synod of Victoria and Tasmania. 
On Sunday 8 July the opening evening 
service at St Michael’s Uniting Church  

will install Dr Deidre Palmer as the new National President.  
For the next six days Assembly members will meet 

at the Box Hill Town Hall to receive reports, consider 
proposals, and build a Christian community of discernment 
and discipleship. 

As host, the Synod of Victoria and Tasmania is 
responsible for coordinating all elements of the Assembly 
meeting aside from the reports. This involves making travel 
and accommodation arrangements for over 250 members 
and guests from interstate and overseas. Synod also has to 
make sure all the meeting logistics are in place including IT, 
audio and visual requirements. 

Volunteers are still needed to help out in various 
capacities. Anyone who would like to volunteer some spare 
time (even a few hours or just one day) and contribute to 
this major event in the life our Church please email Lisa 
Carey at Lisa.Carey@victas.uca.org.au 

 

Assembly proceedings are open to anyone who 
would like to observe as a visitor. There are also two public 
lectures and a marketplace of information stalls on offer. To 
find out what’s going on and when, check out the Assembly 
website, or download the app. 

9 

Same Gender Relationships 
After six years of deliberation and consultation,                 
the Assembly Working Group on Doctrine has brought 
down its report on ‘Same Gender Relationships’ in time for 
discussion at the 15th Assembly.  This 63 page report can 
be viewed on the Assembly Website, and includes their 
recommendation. 

There is also a short video of 
former President, Rev. Dr. Al 
Macrae, speaking from the 
working group introducing 
the report. He notes that 
during their consultations 
they found that there was 
as wide a range of views on  

this issue in the Uniting Church as there are in the wider 
community and within churches around the world that 
have allowed discussion on this issue. He also notes the 
unfortunate nature of some of the public debate that 
occurred around the time of the recent vote on same 
gender marriage. 
 The report identifies four possible positions for 
the Uniting Church to take. 
 

1. Maintaining the Status Quo on marriage, with 
ministers having the option to bless marriages of 
same gender couples. 

2. Maintaining the Status Quo on marriage and 
providing services of blessing that ministers may use 
to bless marriages of same gender couples. 

3. Maintaining the Status Quo on marriage and 
forbidding ministers from blessing marriages of same 
gender couples. 

4. Allowing ministers to conduct services of marriage 
between same gender couples but giving them a 
conscience decision on whether they conduct such 
marriages. 

 

The working group’s recommendation is for the fourth 
position as a starting point for debate at the Assembly 
meeting. Rev. Dr. Macrae notes that the Uniting Church 
does not have a doctrine on marriage, but has a teaching 
on marriage.  It is not a sacrament in the Uniting Church in 
Australia. 
 Of course, the actual proposal coming from the 
working group is more detailed than this and can be seen 
at the end of their report on the Assembly website.  Whilst 
the decision is one made at the Assembly meeting by 
delegates, the Presbytery of Port Phillip East will have held 
a special meeting just before this ‘Link’ is distributed to 
discuss a proposal by one of its individual members. It 
affirms the work of the working committee and supports 
the recommendation that it is bringing to the Assembly. 

    Philip 
 
 
 
 

Dr. Deidre Palmer 
Christian Educator, 

Social Worker, 
Moderator Synod of SA 

FRESH Youth Theatre, Elsternwick 
part of Glen Eira Storytelling Festival 
Tix & info: www.freshtheatre.org 
567 Glen Huntly Road, Elsternwick 

Fri 7pm 
Sat 3pm & 7pm  

Sun 7pm 

June 22 – 24  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



JUNE 3rd* – PENT 2 10th – PENT 3 17th – PENT 4 24th – PENT 5  JUNE 2018 DATES 

Service / Leader Rev Philip Liebelt Rev Philip Liebelt Rev Philip Liebelt Rev Philip Liebelt WEEKLY EVENTS 
Cuppa and Chat - Tues 10am weekly 
FRESH Youth Theatre - Wed 4-6:30pm 
 

3   Holy Communion 
 Op Shop Volunteer Thank You Afternoon Tea 2.30pm 
9   Working Bee 
14 Side Door Reconciliation Q&A  7.30pm 
17 Sharing Sunday  

22-24  ‘Mythstory’ FRESH Theatre Performance 

29  Friday Friends at London Tavern 
 
June Birthdays  
1 Barbi Everitt  
4 Wendy Biesse  
5 Andrea Casey  
14 Denise Schemm  

Lectionary 
Readings 

1 Samuel 3:1-10-20 
Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18  
2 Corinthians 4:5-12  

Mark 2:23-3:6 

1 Samuel 8:4-20  
Psalm 138  

2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1 
Mark 3:20-35 

1 Samuel 15:34-16:13 

Psalm 20  
2 Corinthians 5:6-17 

Mark 4:26-34 

1 Samuel 17 
Psalm 9:9-20  

2 Corinthians 6:1-13 
Mark 4:35-41 

Prayer Patricia Greg Helen Michael 

Greeter Geoffrey Jane Pam Denise 

Reader Alex Audrey Patricia Cathy 

Data Projector Michael Cathy Greg Michael 

Steward/Offering Colin & Andrea Helen & Cathy Michael & Lee Cathy & Shane 

Morning Tea Patricia & Alex Wendy & Andrea Jane & Geoffrey Patricia & Pam 

Flowers Audrey Jane Helen Alex 

          

JULY 1st* – PENT 6 8th – PENT 7 15th – PENT 8 22nd – PENT 9 29th – PENT 10 JULY 2018 DATES 

Service / Leader Rev Philip Liebelt Rev Philip Liebelt Rev Philip Liebelt Rev Philip Liebelt Rev Philip Liebelt 1   Holy Communion 
8   Keeping Faith: Storytelling Our Identities, 2:30pm 
14 Working Bee 
15 Sharing Sunday -  Fijian Choir 
29 Social Justice Lunch with guest speaker  
      David Manne of Refugee Legal 
31 Moderator and Caulfield Primary School choir         

at Cuppa and Chat 
 

 

Lectionary 
Readings 

2 Samuel 1:1, 17-27 
Psalm 130  

2 Corinthians 8:7-15 
Mark 5:21-43 

2 Samuel 5:1-5, 9-10 
Psalm 48  

2 Corinthian 12:2-10 
Mark 6:1-13 

2 Samuel 6:1-5, 12-19 

Psalm 24  
Ephesians 1:3-14  

Mark 6:14-29 

2 Samuel 7:1-14a  
Psalm 89:20-37  

Ephesians 2:11-22 
Mark 6:30-34, 53-56 

2 Samuel 11:1-15  
Psalm 14  

Ephesians 3:14-21  
John 6:1-21 

Prayer Cathy Audrey Greg Patricia Alan 

Greeter Moira Jane Geoffrey Colin Pam 

Reader Andrea Helen Allan Cathy Audrey 

Data Projector Dustin Shane Cathy Greg Dustin 

Steward/Offering Colin & Andrea Cathy & Helen Cathy & Shane Colin & Cathy Helen & Andrea 

Morning Tea Audrey & Moira Denise & Ray Geoffrey & Audrey Patricia & Pam Moira & Colin 

Flowers Audrey Jane Helen Audrey Alex 
 

*Includes Holy Communion 

St John’s Uniting Church, Elsternwick                    
Roster & diary dates for June - July 2018 

July Birthdays  
3   Raija Reissenberger 
27 Wendy McDonald  

 

Cathy Hill and Philip with our banner                              
at the Palm Sunday Rally for Justice for Refugees. 


