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The blood-soaked dust of the 

Christchurch mosques had hardly settled as this was 
written. Stories, details and images of horror and sadness 
continue to pour out of this peaceful and friendly 
country, testing the believabilty that such a terrible event 
could happen in such a place. A place of worship, in a 
country that has worked so hard to integrate and accept 
all people. (The way that it has reconciled with its first 
peoples for example, puts Australia to shame.)

And this in the NZ city that has most recently 
experienced tragic death on a broad scale. Memories of 
the earthquake eight years ago, remain quite vivid; and 
as you walk around the city the evidence of it is still 
stark, and the rebuilding still  in progress. 

A ministry colleague, whom I know from his time in 
Australia and in the Network of Biblical Storytellers, 
writes, “similar feelings with the earthquakes have 
resurfaced as our emotions are close to the surface.” 

Such a thought had crossed my mine recently when 
the Bunyip State Forest fire burnt through an area 
affected by the Black Saturday fires ten years before.  
How much harder it must be for those who have lived 
through such a horrible experience twice. 

There is no comparing the trauma, but  constant 
media coverage  in the days after  events like these can 
lead we  mere observers to a fatigue, but hopefully not a 
desensitizing.  Recall  what happened as we constantly 
watched footage of planes flying into the twin towers. 

In the midst of the grief and sorrow, there have been 
many stories of courage, bravery and sacrifice,  and  
people being saved “because they were late or not 
where they would normally be.” It is comforting to 
cherish these,  but unhelpful  to ask why God saved one 
person and not another. 

It has also been encouarging to see how this event has 
been a catalyst for expressing solidarity with the Muslim 
community. A pity it takes such a tragedy, and 
disappointing to see polticians that express these 
sentiments, and different ones the rest of the time. In a 
letter of support from the Christchurch inter-city 
churches  to the Muslim community, they wrote: 

 

In this frightening and disorienting situation,  
one thing I am sure of. We must not let this 
change us, make us fear more, or be less  
open to each other. Indeed I hope it helps 
us double-down on compassion, and care, 
and connection. The only force stronger 
than hate is love – as it always has been. 
 

For those of us who are not in the centre of the 
community where this has happened, I would actually 
hope it might change us. That it would change our 
resolve to always be open, non-judgemental, caring and 
compassionate to those of other faiths and nationalities, 
rather than waiting for an event like this. It saddens me 
when people concerned about our treatment of asylum 
seekers, also make insensitive comments about those of 
other races. 

We can be proud of acts that have opened up 
dialogue with Jews, Muslim, Palestinians and others. 
Sometimes that has been through events we have 
hosted or allowed to happen in our building.  Hopefully, 
we can do more.  I have noted that we do not have an 
Islamic worship centre near us (other than at Monash 
University – Caulfield campus). When the ‘Side Door’ ran 
its “Speed-Date-a-Muslim” event, people came from 
various distances. Our one-off attempt to run an 
interfaith prayer event for peace did not succeed, 
perhaps we should keep trying. 

There are Christians who are fervently against 
Muslims. Muslim extremists against infidels have 
blinkered some people’s view of Islam. Hopefully, both 
groups are in the minority.  The image of Christ weeping 
over the world bears true to the events of Friday March 
15th. The loss of innocent Muslim blood in such horrific 
circumstances must have deeply saddened God, whom 
they call Allah, and whom they were peacefully praying 
to as they were mercilessly gunned down. 

(continued) 
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EDITORIAL 
 

It is great to have an edition of ‘LINK’ with so many 
different contributors and some pieces that were not 
sought. Hopefully, this trend can continue. For the 
second edition we have had more material than we 
can use, and something will be held over. 
 Having a team working on the ‘LINK’ has 
worked well, although Philip has ended up providing 
more leadership than he had expected. With his plans 
to retire at the end of the year (see the Council report 
for an update on previous information), this is one 
role that will need to be covered. The team will need 
to discuss adding to its number, so if anyone is 
interested please speak  to one of them. 
                                   

 Andrea, Geoff, Patricia and Philip 

 
 

Is the world changing? Are we seeing more tragedies 
like this? And for the moment can I add climate-based 
tragedies that are having huge death tolls. In the midst of 
all this a massive cyclone event through Mozambique and 
Zimbabwe claimed hundreds of lives and made hundreds 
of thousands homeless. Normally, it would have got more 
coverage. 

Is this the future of life on earth - one catastrophe after 
the other - until the world comes to an end? In all this 
chaos we are reminded that God remains in control and 
promises to stay with us.  

                                                                        Philip 
 

*P.S. “Full Catastrophe Living” is the title of a ‘text-book’ 
on Mindfulness. It comes from the whole catastrophe of 
modern living in its broadest sense. It seemed an 
appropriate title for these thoughts. 
 

*Inspiring Hope *Embracing Change *Releasing Creativity 
 

THIS SEASON’S LUKE 
Lent and Easter in the Lectionary Year of Luke bring some 
particular delights. It is the year we hear stories unique to 
that Gospel, like the “Prodigal Son”. The Easter story also 
has some unique bits that are quite special as they depict 
a compassionate Jesus: the healing of the severed ear in 
the Garden; weeping women on the way to the cross; one 
criminal saved; a special group of women at the tomb and 
the story of the “road to Emmaus”. 

This year it has been great to have up to 10 people 
doing some Lenten studies, based on chapters from a 
book I am slowly writing on ‘Luke’, emerging out of my 
telling experiences. Participants have been very positive to 
learn new things about this gospel that has quite a 
different approach to the others, and it has been good to 
work with material I am passionate about. 

It is great to be able to do this in my final year of 
ministry with you. At the end of July, I will be taking a 
week’s Study Leave to go to the Network of Biblical 
Storytellers International Gathering in Dayton, Ohio,  
where I will lead a couple of workshops and do some 
telling on some of this material. 

Our Good Friday (9.30am) and Easter Day (with 
Sharing Sunday lunch) services will enable exploration of 
the Lucan story to focus on some of these wonderful 
stories, which I look forward to telling in various ways.                                              

Philip 
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JACK CAMPBELL PEACE GARDEN 
Philip has informed the landscape gardener who will be 
working on the Peace Garden of CC decision to proceed. 
Work will proceed in the near future, after some further 
feedback from him. Philip will follow up. 

 

KEEPING CHILDREN SAFE 
The annual child safe maintenance check has been 
completed. Ken Wallis is our representative and his 
photo has been placed in the foyer with accompanying 
text. Ken will contact Presbytery to request a training 
course to be delivered at St. John’s in mid 2019. 

 

SPECIAL INITIATIVES 

 A Garden Fete will be scheduled in May but 
not on the same day as the election, thus we must wait 
for the election date to be decided. The Garden Club 
was keen to have one the day before Mothers’ Day, but 
that is in the mix as an election day. 

 Fresh Youth Theatre – Please note name change 
to  ‘We The Odd’  Theatre Company, as it will no longer 
be connected to Fresh. The up-coming performances in 
Geelong of last year’s play will take place on Feb. 23rd 
2019. The CC agreed to a proposed theatre group 
season scheduled for second term 2019. Review of its 
outcome and cost will occur during the term before 
proceeding with the third term. 

 ‘Side Door’ Social Justice Hub – First activity 
for the year will be the Affordable Housing forum 
featuring Glen Eira Council representatives on 28th 
February . It is hoped that a “Meet the Candidates” for 
Macnamara electorate will take place at St. John’s. 
 

GENERAL BUSINESS 
Annual General Meeting for St John’s will take place on 
Sunday 17th March 2019. Reports are due to be provided 
to Michael Forbes by 28th February. 
Nominations for CC need to be followed up.  

                                                                                  Patricia 

CHURCH COUNCIL REPORT 
Council meeting held 30th January 2019 
 

REPORTS: 
MINISTER 

Rev Philip advised that he will take his final service at St 
John’s on 3rd November 2019, after which he will work 
to the end of that week and then take annual Leave to 
the end of November 2019 at which point his placement 
will end due to his retirement. (Some Long Service Leave 
will be taken May 21st to June 20th as previously agreed.) 
CC members were in agreement with these 
arrangements.  
CC discussed its approach to considering Minister 
requirements after Philip’s placement is completed. It 
was decided as an initial step to contact adjoining 
Uniting Churches (St Kilda, Ormond and the Caulfield 
North Indonesian Uniting Church) and indicate to them 
that we are looking at all options including sharing a 
Minister. It was agreed to seek information from them 
on where they are at, what their future plans are, and 
any relevant current circumstances within their 
congregations. A committee has been formed and 
contact with the above churches will be arranged. 
 

PROPERTY AND FINANCE 
St John’s acknowledges the receipt of a bequest of 
$50,000 with no specific conditions attached from the 
estate of Jack Campbell and this has been invested in 
the UCA Development Fund. 
 

OPPORTUNITY SHOP 
It was noted that the review of the Opportunity Shop is 
progressing. The Opportunity Shop is reaching $500,000 
in total donations made from the shop income since its 
commencement in April 2000. There is some discussion 
about how best to mark this achievement during 2019 
and 20 years of shop operation in 2020. 
 

PRESBYTERY 
Presbytery is still working through its “Cultivating a New 
Future” review. Three Presbytery Ministers are being 
appointed - a special meeting was convened to accept 
names for the positions of PM: Team Leader and PM: 
Development Minister, however, because of lack of a 
quorum, a vote could not take place. At a subsequent 
Presbytery meeting they would be brought again, along 
with a third name for PM: Pastoral. 
 

STRATEGIC PLANNING 
Asset Strategy Program – it is proposed not to go ahead 
with the next scheduled meeting of ASP group due on 
Tuesday 12th February 2019 as the Child Care EOIs will 
not have gone out early enough for them to be returned 
by that date. 
A current list of suggestions for improvements on the 
Glen Huntly Road site was tabled and discussed with 
input sought from Council. 
A discussion took place around an option for the future 
of CSCH on the Kooyong Rd site. 
 

RECIPE CORNER 
“Helen’s Carrot Cake Bliss Balls” 

 

Ingredients: 
1 large carrot, peeled, coarsely grated 
¼ cup of crystallised ginger finely chopped 
¼ cup of sultanas            
½ tspn ground cinnamon       
 ¼ tspn ground nutmeg 
1 cup rolled oats              
 ½ cup desiccated coconut 
1tbs almond spread (optional) 
 

Process all ingredients except coconut in a food 
processor until almost smooth and well combined. Roll 
the mixture into balls. Roll in coconut to coat. Place in a 
lined tray in the fridge for an hour or until set. May be 
stored in an airtight container in fridge for up to a week.  

                                                          Helen 
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OP SHOP UPDATE 
It has been a busy start to the year with mountains 
of fabulous donations and many terrific sales. We 
have beaten the record for sales on many days and 
total sales for February were way above any other 
month. Which will take us close to making our total 
donations - $500,000! 
 

Thanks to our wonderful volunteers who work so 
hard to keep the shop buzzing with fun and keep it 
looking interesting whilst still safe to move around. 
It is always a challenge but that’s what keeps 
everyone engaged. Thanks too to those who 
assisted with the Pancake morning tea at the 
church on 5 February.  
 

In order to keep improving and making sure we are 
compliant with various legal regulations we 
engaged Michael O’Hanlon from Eureka Community 
Development Services (some may remember he 
helped us define our vision and mission a few years 
ago) to carry out an Op Shop Review. Michael 
Forbes is leading the steering committee consisting 
of Philip, Helen, Ray and Greg. Michael O’Hanlon 
has interviewed various personnel, conducted a 
volunteer survey (20 responses from a possible 22), 
contacted other Op Shops to discuss their 
operations, discussed interim recommendations 
with the steering committee and Management 
team, and run a workshop pulling together all the 
information. He will present his final report soon.  

 

Cathy and Cathy 

The final round of donations for 
2018, held over from the last ‘Link’ 
due to space, went to: 
 

Indigenous Literacy provides books 
for aboriginal children in remote 
and disadvantaged communities.   
 

Foodbank acts as a pantry to the 
charities and community groups 
who feed the hungry. 
 
Konzo eradication teaches people 
the wetting method to eradicate 
cyanide compounds from cassava 
flour in Democratic Republic of 
Congo. 
 

Stroke Foundation works to raise 
awareness and prevent strokes, 
facilitating research, improving 
treatment and making life better for 
stroke survivors. 

CBM improves the lives of people 
with disabilities in the poorest 
places on earth. A matching grant 
meant our donation was multiplied 
by 12.  
 

MSF Médecins Sans Frontières  
(Doctors Without Borders) delivers  
emergency aid to people affected 
by armed conflict, epidemics, 
healthcare exclusion and natural or 
man-made disasters. 

PANCAKE DAY - 5TH MARCH 
 

Every year on Shrove Tuesday we participate in the Uniting Care (Vic. & Tas.) 
pancake event to help those in the community who require extra support.                                         
After several days of stifling heat and widely fluctuating forecasts it was a 
relief to find the morning, overcast, but mild and comfortable. 

Tables were set inside and out; Alex’s pancake bunting was strung up; and 
two cooking sites were in situ. Despite so many church folk being unavailable 
this year there were many willing hands to help. Sue and Alex brought our 
Victoria-by-the-Park Coffee and Chat regulars. Staff members Felice and 
Sharyn also came to assist. In the preceding week Cathy Hill and her happy 
helpers at the Op. Shop promoted the event with balloons, aprons and fliers. 
On the day Kristi helped; Pam served tea and coffee; and Rebecca and Allison 
came later to support us. There was a friendly, cheerful atmosphere and 
everyone appeared to enjoy the pancakes and chat.  

Outsider patronage was minimal but nevertheless we made $214. This 
was augmented by a further $30 the following Sunday when we served 
pancakes for morning tea after the church service. 

We nominated proceeds of $244 to go to The Engagement Hub, 101 
Carlisle Street, St Kilda, which provides meals, laundering facilities and other 
support to those who cannot access what we take for granted. 

                 Jane 
 

  



DELLA MARION HILTON 
We at St John’s were saddened to hear of Della’s recent passing at age 88. 

Della was born in 1930. Her father died when she was at school.  She was a long-
term Caulfield resident. She attended Caulfield North Central School and Methodist 
Ladies College, Kew, when Reverend Dr A. H. Wood was Principal. She subsequently 
completed an Arts degree at Melbourne University and was associated with 
Queen’s College. 
Although we have not seen Della recently, we from St Stephen’s Caulfield North 
were aware of a younger and more active Della, both at St Stephen’s and in the 
wider world. 

At St Stephen’s Presbyterian (later Uniting) Church in Balaclava Road, Della was 
a much loved and respected congregation member. She had a very lovely soprano 
voice and sat in the front row of the choir. Della left a lasting legacy as author of the 
75th church anniversary history. Della was also a faithful member of the St. 
Stephens Players which her mother, Mrs. Glad Hilton, ran for many years. She was 
cast as the maid in a number of plays, which she played very convincingly. 

Further afield, Della worked for ABC Radio including as a producer, and 
published books on Christopher Marlowe, Dame Mary Herring, and the history of 
OzChild. In London, she organised folk music festivals, worked at the Beaverbrooke 
Library for historian, Professor A. J. P Taylor, and was involved in the (United 
Kingdom) Liberal Party. 

Della’s nephew, the Rev. Graham Bartley, conducted the funeral at Glen 
Waverley in December. 

Andrea, Geoff and Pam 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. John’s in the 1950’s was still 
recovering from post-war building 
material shortages and there was 
much needed maintenance to do on 
Church property. Hence Working 
Bees were needed, which enabled 
jobs like painting of the interior of 
the Church hall. 

During this time through to the 
1980’s there were many active 
groups including Sunday School to 
Bible Class; Presbytery Fellowship 
Association (PFA) for young adults; 
Home Mission Workers; Dorcas 
Society; Ladies Guild; Presbyterian 
Women’s Mission Union (afternoon 
and evening groups); Flower Guild; 
Men’s Group; Church Choir and 
Junior Choirs (boys and girls);  
Sporting groups (Tennis Club, 
Cricket and Football Clubs and Table 
Tennis in 1960). 
 

 
 
Monthly Church Dances in the halls 
at St. John’s, St. Stephen’s, St. 
David’s (North Road) and Ewing 
Memorial were well-attended and 
supervised. Some attendees worked 
Saturday morning until shops closed 
at 12 noon, then played tennis all 
afternoon, and then danced until 
11pm. 

The Annual Church Fete was the 
biggest fundraiser for the year and 
included White Elephant, Books, 
Cakes, Sweets and Handcraft stalls. 
Refreshments came from a Sausage 
Sizzle, Morning Tea and Lunches.  
Smaller fundraisers were held 
during the year to help finance 
purchases of cooking supplies or 
materials etc.  These were a year-
round effort. 

The Tennis Club (using courts 
opened in 1912) organised Theatre 
nights, Progressive Dinners etc. as 
fundraisers to upgrade asphalt 
courts to a porous surface at the 
cost of 900 pounds in 1962. 

Money was also raised to maintain 
and repair fences and nets, 
purchase tennis balls or whatever 
else was needed. At one time there 
were five teams entered in the 
South Suburban Churches Tennis 
Association competition. 

In the 1970’s there was a 
trebling of property prices in this 
area which made it prohibitive for 
most young marrieds and caused 
many to move to outer suburbs (as 
they were then) of East Burwood, 
Mount and Glen Waverly. 

As reported in “100 years of 
Witness at St. John’s” (25/10/87), in 
1983 statistics revealed 90% of 
congregation members and 
adherents were over 60 years of 
age. In 1995, Friday Friends started 
organising Theatre outings. 
Commencing later were Tuesday’s 
Cuppa and Chat, Wednesday 
lunches and Mini-Fetes. 

   
           Pauline  

 

MEMORIES & 
HISTORY 
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Brighton Theatre Company Play  
“After Miss Julie” 

 

This is a version of the original play set in Sweden on a 
mid-summer night in the nineteenth century, which has 
now been relocated to England.  

It deals with the interaction of the social classes of 
England just after World War II and the time frame is just 
after the British Labor Party won their famous “Land Slide” 
election victory , thus, placing all on the brink of social 
reform. The play looks at sexual tension generated by 
social class distinction and the inevitable outcome of such 
dislocation. 

 

The cast are: 

 Miss Julie, reared by a suicidal father and an 
emancipated mother in a wealthy country home 
situation just outside London, who is used to 
obtaining everything she wants without care for 
others and, in herself, is a lost soul.  

 John is her father’s chauffeur and is engaged to 

 Christine the kitchen maid who is realistic with her 
feet planted firmly on the ground. 
 

The setting is the kitchen of the grand house where 
Christine has stayed up to prepare John’s supper after he 
has returned his master from London. John has been held 
up as he found Miss Julie cavorting with the stable hand 
and then she turns her attention to John. Christine has 
raised eyebrows as Miss Julie then arrives in the kitchen 
and makes advances to John. John cannot handle it at all 
and his only defence is a loud raised voice. 

Christine gives up and goes to bed. John and Miss Julie 
drink her father’s wine. She wants him to love her, he 
declares he has since she was five and describes the dress 
she wore. He tells her what she wants to hear and they go 
to his room where he seduces her. She then berates him 
and demands he remember his position, he replies, 
“Which one.” 

They decide to go to New York but he discovers she has 
no money and thus she goes up and steals money from 
her father’s safe and comes down ready and prepared. 
She tries to talk Christine into going too as a maid and 
worker and she herself will marry John. Christine refuses. 

The thought of having to work is too much so Miss Julie 
decides not to go but tell her father, John stole the money. 
John is left for the axe to fall!!!! 

This play shows the wide gulf between the haves and 
have nots. Not just financial disparity but also the 
psychological effects that would have impacted on so 
many. As Martin Luther King famously quoted, “I have a 
dream, that all men are created equal.” Unfortunately 
“all” during these times, both rich and poor, were born 
into a class structure that presented pressures and 
difficulties that should cause us to reflect. Superbly acted 
out on stage.    

                                                                  Patricia 

Odd performance of Ship-based 
Play by the Sea at Geelong 

 

After a season performing “The Odd at Sea” last 
November, our Fresh Youth Theatre was invited to take it 
to the Courthouse Youth Theatre in Geelong. 
The first thing this meant was for the troupe to take on a 
new name, as the Church Council had decided that 
financially we could no longer afford to be  affiliated with 
‘Fresh Youth Theatre’ after last season. They became “We, 
the Odd” Theatre Group. 

Resurrecting a play after it has had its last performance 
and transporting it to a different space is no easy matter.  
The complexity may not have been understood, when cast 
and director said “yes” to this suggestion. A lot of work 
went into adapting it for a new space. Four rehearsals 
took place ahead of two performances in Geelong on 
February 23rd. 

These performances went well. The cast held their 
lines, and adapted into a new space fairly seamlessly.  It 
was a starker performance, as it was not possible to have 
all the set props that we used in our hall. Sadly, the 
theatre down there failed to attract people to this 
production by a troupe unknown in the area. The very 
small audiences were mainly family and friends. 

After the second performance, Chloe Connolly, 
previously our Pastoral Carer and more recently our 
director announced that due to work commitments she 
would not be continuing.  Sadly, this has meant we have 
had four directors in our seven seasons, and the young 
people have struggled with this. 

It had always been intended that we would change the 
structure of our seasons and not restart until second term. 
We are aware that some of our troupe are not able to 
continue but new people are a possibility. A decision is yet 
to be made as to what can happen next. 

                                                      Philip 
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Aquaponics System 
In my backyard I set up a vegetable 
patch combined with a 500L fish 
tank. The water is constantly 
circulating within the patch and the 
tank. Fish poo makes plant food. It is 
called an aquaponics system.  My 
main purpose is to grow tomatoes. 
The fish are like my pets. In previous 
years, this system has given me a 
reliable tomato harvest. However 
this year the tomato growing was 
poor. The fruit number was low and 
the fruit size was small. There were 
not enough fish in my tank; only two 
20cm long fish left. Not enough fish 
poo for my tomatoes. 

So, I bought 20 new hatched fish 
and released them into the tank. 
Unfortunately they were being eaten 
by the two large fish. At that time, I 
faced two choices. One was getting 
rid of the two large fish and start a 
school with the newly hatched small 
fish. The second was to buy some 
bigger fish. I chose the latter and 
found an aquarium with near 10 cm 
long fish. 

 When the aquarium manager 
handed the fish to me he said that 
the fish are bigger enough and will 
not to be eaten. Then, changing his 
speaking tone to a matter of fact, 
“There may be some casualties in 
that the fish may fight each other for 
territory”. It seems when I return to 
home I need to warn my two fish 
that if they keep bullying the 
newcomers they will face a deadly 
consequence.                                        

Tsai 

It was a joyful and auspicious evening at the recent 
Presbytery-in-Council meeting as the long and important 
discernment process of establishing the Presbytery 
Ministers’ roles and team structure finally came to 
fruition. 

Rev. Kevin Dobson, Chair of the Presbytery Joint 
Nominating Committee presented a report, and 
individual members of the Committee spoke to the 
strengths of the candidates. 

A written ballot was conducted and the ballot 
overwhelmingly supported calls being issued to Rev. 
Duncan Macleod (to be PM Team Leader), Dr. Craig 
Mitchell (to be PM: Mission Development) and Rev. 
Anneke Opperwal (to be PM: Pastoral). 

Deputy Chair of the Presbytery, Rev. Cameron 
McAdam, says, “After more than a year working hard to 
discern strategic priorities, our governance, team 
structure and the focus of the ministry positions, the 
Presbytery is so pleased to announce our Ministry Team. 
This is a significant step in our process of cultural change 
and as we work to ensure we better serve congregations 
and other expressions of the Church across the 
Presbytery. 

“These three ministry agents come with significant 
experience in pastoral, educational and strategic 
leadership and together will form a dynamic team joining 
with us in our ministry … as we continue through 
‘Cultivating a New Future’, and form strategic priorities 
for the Uniting Church across this region.” 

Starting dates will be staggered over the next months 
due to the circumstances of the three PMs, with two 
moving from interstate. Full profiles of the ministry 
experiences of Duncan, Craig and Anneke are in the 
March ‘Newsbeat’, on the East Room Noticeboard. 

The Presbytery-in-Council meeting also considered a 
report from the Chairperson Working Group and decided 
that an interim Chairperson should be appointed for 12 
months from 1st May 2019 and that the position should 
be remunerated at 0.5 of a stipend. 

 

Edited from the Presbytery Magazine ‘Newsbeat’ March 2019 

New Presbytery Minister Team Called 
 

Rev. Anneke 
Opperwal 

Dr. Craig 
Mitchell 

Rev. Duncan 
Macleod 
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Letter Writing 22nd February 
Three congregation members met to write letters 
about social justice issues to the following: 
 

 The Hon Christian Porter MP, Attorney-General 
with a request to cease prosecution of the whistle-
blower who exposed the unethical and illegal 
bugging of the Timor-Leste Cabinet in order to gain 
an advantage in the oil and natural gas negotiations. 

 The Hon Marise Payne MP, who is Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, to urge the release of journalists who 
have been imprisoned for exposing details of the 
mass murder of Rohingya people in Myanmar. 

 The Hon Scott Morrison PM in support of the 
plan to bring refugees with health issues from 
Manus and Nauru to Australia for treatment. 

 The Hon Paul Fletcher MP, who is Minister for 
Families and Social Services, to urge that effective 
measures be implemented to protect people with 
disabilities from neglect, abuse and sexual assault. 

 The Hon Marlene Kairouz MP, State Minister for 
Gaming & Liquor Regulation (Vic) about the ongoing 
level of harm caused by poker machine gambling and 
lack of an effective Code of Conduct. 
 

The next letter writing session will be on 16th May 
from 1.30 to 3.30pm.                                                    

Jane 
 

Affordable Housing 
 

On Thursday 28 February, ‘The Side Door’ Social Justice 
Hub held a second session on affordable housing, this 
time from a local government perspective. This 
complemented the first session when we heard from 
Launch Housing on Homelessness. 

The two speakers from the City of Glen Eira were 
Peter Jones, Director Community Wellbeing, and Ron 
Torres Director Planning and Place.  

 
Glen Eira Housing Issues 
Peter Jones started by highlighting the increasing 
unaffordability of Glen Eira (GE) housing as shown by 
these figures: 

 House prices in 1996 were five times annual 
income, 20 years later this had risen to 11  times; 

 one-eighth of the population pay more than 30 
percent of income in rent; 

 median weekly rents since 2000 have increased 
from $190 to $420; 

 7,800 renting households out of 60,000 households 
are in housing stress; 

 GE social housing comprises 1.3% of all houses, the 
lowest in this region; 

 497 GE residents were homeless in 2016. 
How can we improve housing provision? Peter Jones 
provided a snapshot of housing options for social and 
affordable housing including crisis and emergency 
accommodation, transitional housing, public housing, 
Council-provided units and community rental housing. 
These options are, however, coming under stress due 
to rising house prices and rents compared with 
income. 
 
Planning and Affordable Housing 

Ron Torres placed housing in the planning context 
in which housing decisions are made according to State 
Government and Glen Eira policies. Council planning 
takes two forms – the first is strategic planning which 
defines a vision for the city, for example in Elsternwick, 
Carnegie and Bentleigh; while the second is statutory 
planning that involves issuing  development permits. 

Affordable housing may be provided through 
Council’s direct action and through planning. Direct 
investment can be achieved through ownership and/or 
management of affordable housing. Alternatively, 
governments can use surplus assets or provide funding 
to build social and affordable housing. Thirdly, a shared 
equity scheme may assist lower income households to 
share the cost of purchasing a home with a 
government body or a not-for-profit organisation. 
Amongst Planning options is inclusionary zoning where 
a proportion of dwellings in a development must be 
allocated to social and affordable housing; integrating 
social and affordable housing into new developments; 
and by negotiation with landowners and developers. 
 

What action is Glen Eira Council taking? 
Peter Jones outlined action that Glen Eira has taken to date. 
The Council passed a Statement of Commitment on 
Affordable Housing in 2018. This resulted in a Discussion 
Paper which currently seeks to “share information and 
identify issues and seek feedback from the Glen Eira 
community”. This Discussion Paper is available for 
community input until 1 April 2019 and is available from:    
haveyoursaygleneira.com.au/Social-affordable-housing 
 

The evening concluded with a discussion on housing issues. 
I encourage you to read the Discussion Paper and to 

make your views known to Glen Eira City Council by 1 April. 
Also discuss and act on this important issue. 

                                                      Geoff 
 Peter Jones  

and Ron Torres,  
Glen Eira City Council 
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Angela and I packed backpacks and walking boots in early January for the fifth annual 
Forbes family expedition. This was the family’s second visit to northern Tasmania’s 
Overland Track from Cradle Mountain to Lake St Clair, but the first for us. Thankfully we 
did not have the constant heavy rain and slippery walking surfaces of the earlier visit.  

Our walking party met up in Launceston on Friday 4th and travelled to Cradle 
Mountain National Park the following day via the small bus transport we had booked. 
Our group consisted of three of my sisters, one brother, a nephew and his girlfriend as 
well as the two of us. We stayed overnight at the comfortable, modern Cradle 
Mountain Hotel before we set out on the Overland Track on Sunday 6th. The hotel had 
an adjoining gallery which featured some copies of famous Tasmanian wilderness 
photos taken by Peter Dombrovskis plus other interesting exhibits. 

Our Overland Track experience involved five nights and six days. In total, we walked 
over 66 kilometres; the longest day was 16.8 kilometres. Most had backpacks weighing 
between fifteen and twenty kilograms and, with substantial sections of the walking 
surface made up of stones and tree roots, it was a physically challenging adventure. 

The first day of nearly 11 kilometres started in light drizzle which persisted 
intermittently all day. An initial gradual ascent to Crater Lake, was followed by a short 
but very steep ascent to Marion’s Lookout which included scenic views of both Crater 
and Dove Lakes. After reaching the aptly named Kitchen Hut for lunch, we walked 
towards then alongside the Cradle Mountain escarpment which was partly obscured by 
cloud. Thankfully we enjoyed flatter ground before a gradual descent to our hut at 
Waterfall Valley.  

We could barely move once we arrived, so had a much needed rest before our rice 
dish dinner with smoked salmon and boiled peas. Before and after dinner we played 
the 500 card game, and we hung our food stocks up from overhead beams before going 
to bed to ensure no hungry rodents helped themselves whilst we slept. Both the cards 
and the hanging of food bags became part of our nightly routine over the whole walk. 

On the  
Overland Track   

in Tasmania 
 

Day two was a similar distance. It featured mildly undulating track; encounters with several alpine lakes (tarns) of 
varying sizes including Lake Will on a short and very beautiful side trip off the main track; and Lake Windemere where 
Angela and I soaked our weary bodies when we reached our hut.  

Our third day was the longest. It included a short side track to the Forth Valley Lookout to view the deep valley 
below; heathland and moorland; a myrtle beech rainforest; a descent to the lowest point of the Overland Track at Frog 
Flat (730m above sea level); a eucalypt forest and our overnight hut on buttongrass plains with the dolerite spires of Mt 
Oakleigh as an impressive backdrop.  

A day four of 8.6 kilometres had us ascending again through forest to Pelion Gap featuring spectacular views of the 
surrounding mountains and our only encounter with a colourful native tree, captured in one of Peter Dombrovskis’ 
photos. Thankfully, from the Gap it was downhill to our hut. 

The fifth day was as long as days one and two. It was notable for rainforest; the historic Du Cane hut built in 1910 
which is in a fragile state and only used in emergencies; a side walk to two waterfalls; a climb to Du Cane Gap; then a 
steep descent to Windy Ridge and our overnight hut which again had a spectacular mountain range background. 

We were pleased to reach our Lake St Clair ferry on day six at 9.45am after an early morning brisk 9 kilometre walk. 
It transported us to the modern Visitors Centre at the other end of this huge lake which is the deepest freshwater lake 
(167 metres) in Australia. A cooked breakfast and lunch, and cold beers were very welcome at the café there. 

Day six was also the 60th birthday of my sister Anne who was expedition leader. We celebrated at the Mud Bar 
Restaurant back in Launceston that evening with a delicious meal and local wines. To continue the celebrations we all 
spent the weekend in Launceston, with two highlights being a wine tour of the Tamar Valley on the Saturday, and a 
fabulous lunch at the Stillwater Restaurant on Sunday. Our return to Melbourne on Sunday evening to a happy dog and 
clean and tidy house completed a memorable ten days away.                              

Michael 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



APRIL 7th - LENT 5 14th - PALM SUNDAY 19th - GOOD FRIDAY 21ST - EASTER 28th - EASTER 2 APRIL 2019 DATES 

Service / Leader Rev Philip Liebelt Rev Philip Liebelt Rev Philip Liebelt Rev Philip Liebelt Rev Philip Liebelt  
3    Church Council  7pm 
7    Holy Communion 
13  Working Bee 
19  Good Friday Service  9.30am 
21  Easter Day Sharing Sunday Lunch 
26  Friday Friends  
 
APRIL BIRTHDAYS 
3 Jonathon Hill 
29  Angela Forbes 

Lectionary 
Readings 

Isaiah 43:16-21  
Psalm 126  

Philippians 3:4b-14 
John 12:1-8 

Isaiah 50:4-9a  
Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 

Philippians 2:5-11  
Luke 19:28-40 

Isaiah 52:13 - 53:12  
Hebrews 10:16-25 

Luke 19:28 - 49;  
22:7-66; 23:1-56 

Acts 10:34-43  
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 

1 Corinth 15:19-26  
Luke 24:1-12 

Acts 5:27-32  
Psalm 118:14-29  
Revelations 1:4-8  

Luke 24:13-35 

Prayer   Helen* Cathy Patricia Greg Michael 

Greeter Wendy Geoff Moira Jane Denise 

Reader Andrea Audrey Helen  Patricia Cathy 

Data Projector Michael Shane Dustin Dustin Greg 

Steward/Offering Andrea  &  Shane Michael & Colin -- Helen &  Andrea Cathy & Tsai 

Morning Tea Patricia & Wendy Geoff & Denise -- Jane & Alex Denise & Colin 

Flowers Helen Jane -- Audrey Alex 

            

MAY 5th - EASTER 3 12th - EASTER 4 19th - EASTER 5 26th  - EASTER 6 

 

MAY 2019 DATES 

Service / Leader Rev Philip Liebelt Rev Philip Liebelt Rev Philip Liebelt Karel Reus  
5

 
   Holy Communion 

8
 
   Church Council  7pm 

11
 
 Working Bee 

19
 
 Sharing Sunday and Lunch 

31  Friday Friends -  Brighton Theatre  
 

MAY BIRTHDAYS 
8   Lee Hanmer 
11  Alex Elliot 
15  Geoff Paterson 
16  Lilian Ignatieva 
18  Tim Payne 
21  John Brown 
23  Greg Smith 
24  Michael Forbes 

Lectionary 
Readings 

Acts 9:1-6 (7-20)  
Psalm 30  

Revelations 5:11-14 
John 20:19-31 

Acts 9:36-43  
Psalm 23  

Revelations 7:9-17  
John 21:1-19 

Acts 11:1-18  
Psalm 148  

Revelations 21:1-6  
John 13:31-35 

Acts 16:9-15  
Psalm 67  

Rev 21:10, 22 - 22:5 
John 14:23-29 or 5:1-9 

Prayer  Audrey* Greg Cathy Patricia 

Greeter Colin Pam Geoff Audrey 

Reader Andrea Michael Alex Greg 

Data Projector Cathy Shane Dustin Michael 

Steward/Offering Andrea & Helen Michael & Tsai Cathy & Colin Shane & Tsai 

Morning Tea Patricia & Moira Pam & Alex Wendy & Geoff Audrey & Colin  

Flowers Helen Audrey Alex  Jane 
 

*Includes Holy Communion 

St John’s Uniting Church, Elsternwick                    
Roster & diary dates for April - May 2019 


