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Last issue went out when we were still 
struggling with what happened in 
Christchurch and what it meant for us to 
stand alongside Muslim brothers and sisters 
and share their pain. This page spent some 
time on it. 
At that stage we had taken little notice of 
the massacre in a Pittsburgh synagogue 
back in October. Although, the sign used to 
go with our “50 Prayer Mats” installation 
had said, “We go in peace to Friday Prayers, 
Sabbath synagogue and Sunday worship 
expecting to go home.” In a sad way this 
became a prophecy.  

For on Easter Day, as we all know, 
Muslim extremists set off bombs at six sites 
in Sri Lanka in Catholic Churches celebrating 
the Resurrection of Christ, and in hotels 
where visitors (many internationals) were 
enjoying breakfast, killing over 250. 
   
  

I wonder whether the fact that this time many of the victims were 
Christian made any difference to us. Within the week, another shooting 
had taken place in a synagogue near San Diego. The woman who died 
there was shielding the rabbi, who is a distant relative of Rabbi Motty, our 
neighbour and of the same orthodoxy. 
 So, the Side Door added representative crosses to the prayer mats, and 
also Stars of David. We hastily organised a vigil a week after the bombings. 
Hopefully those who stood with their candles battling against the breeze, 
reflected not just on the victims of the bombings but on the fact that 
religious freedom was under attack. 

Maybe, as we gathered the following Sunday for worship, or our 
neighbours gathered the following Saturday, there was little thought to 
whether we were safe – we just carried on normally. Or were we thankful 
that we were able to worship “safely?”  I will tell you who did give it a lot 
of thought. The Christians in Sri Lanka were too afraid to offer services for 
fear of further bombings; and the Muslims in Sri Lanka too afraid to gather 
for Friday prayers for fear of reprisals. It is called “terrorism” for a reason. 

Where does it all end? As Rabbi Motty said to me in a text, “May there 
be an end of innocent blood being spilled. Enough!” We have to find ways 
we can stand together with people of other faiths, with neither prejudice 
nor fear; to build bonds of love, harmony and unity. To stand together 
against hatred and extremist views, no matter what motivates it or on 
which end of the political or religious spectrum it comes. 
 I write this article in the week when the Gospel reading gives us the 
one commandment that Jesus gave, called a “new” commandment, which 
implies some sort of superseding of the existing ten, perhaps.  It is that we 
“love one another.” Elsewhere this is elaborated to include “loving God 
with all that you are, and loving neighbour as you love yourself.” It seems 
to me that groups of Christians struggle to love each other; various groups 
of Jews argue with each other; different types of Muslims kill each other. 
So if we cannot love our own, we might struggle to love “the other”. The 
Epistle to John says something like this. I take this commandment to 
overrule anything the scriptures might say about judging the foreigner, 
the “sinner” or those different in other ways. 
 Another reading in the week of writing is from Acts 11, when Peter is 
told “What God has called clean, you must not call profane.” As the story 
unfolds, it indicates that this is about God accepting and receiving the 
Gentiles (non-Jews) into the Kingdom of God. Until then the Jewish 
Christians had struggled to do this. Of course people like Paul had a 
ministry that was largely with Gentiles. So, suspicions that exist today 
towards anyone of a different nationality or religion (or something 
stronger than suspicions) are nothing new; but the answer God gave then 
still applies today. Later Peter says that the Spirit instructs him not to 
distinguish between “them” and “us.” This is surely a word for today, as is 
a comment made at an event about to mentioned: 

“An enemy is a person whose story we haven’t heard yet.” 
 

(continued) 

Together 
We Stand 
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In was an honour to be invited to a Breakfast Forum 
organised in May by Glen Eira City Council, called 
‘Together We Stand’ aimed “to demonstrate support for 
our ethnically and religiously diverse community and 
communicate a clear message that we will combat all 
forms of racism and hatred.” Attendees were from 
various organisations, schools, faiths and ethnicities. 
 

High profile speakers were: 

 N’Arweet Carolyn Briggs, a Boon Wurrung senior 
elder and chair/founder of the Boon Wurrung 
Foundation. 

 Tasneem Chopra, a Muslim cross-cultural consultant, 
in-demand speaker, writer and Director of many well-
known companies. 

 Dr. Dvir Abramovich, Jewish chair of the Anti-
Defamation Commission, prolific writer and Director 
of Jewish Culture and Society at Melbourne 
University. 

 Professor Greg Barton, Research Professor and Chair 
of Global Islamic Politics at Deakin University. 

 Superintendent Sharon McKinnon of Victoria Police. 
The panel was moderated by Broadcaster and educator 
Dr. Rachael Kohn. 
 

Unfortunately, the only opportunity to interact with 
fellow participants (and there must have been a hundred 
of us) was before it started when we had had much 
opportunity to meet people. 
At the end we all signed this statement: 
 

As community leaders we recognise that we have a 
responsibility to build a society that celebrates 
difference and promotes harmonious co-existence 
among peoples of varying religious faiths, ethnicities, 
genders, ages, sexual orientation and walks of life. 
Together We Stand, united in our support for the 
freedom of individuals to express their religious and 
cultural beliefs and practices in safety by: 
*Declaring that all forms of racism and discrimination 
directed at people on the basis of their culture, faith, 
gender, age, ability or sexuality are fundamentally 
incompatible with Australia’s enduring ideals and 
values of inclusivity, pluralism and respect. 
*Speaking out to challenge and confront bigotry and 
discrimination whenever and wherever it surfaces. 
*Educating and raising awareness so as to promote 
harmony, inclusion and the vital importance of always 
standing up to hatred. 
*We pledge to work together across our communities,     
to embrace an Australia which revels in its diversity 
and ensures dignity and opportunity for all. 

 

Hopefully, we as a church and Op. Shop, community 
agents for change, individually and together, can stand 
by such a statement and work for a different society and 
world.  After all, as one speaker at the Forum said: 
 

When we don’t act, we act. 
When we don’t speak, we speak. 

                            Philip 
 

* Inspiring Hope *Embracing Change *Releasing Creativity 

Left to Right: N’Arweet Carolyn Briggs,   
Dr. Dvir Abramovich, Tasneem Chopra,  

Superintendent Sharon McKinnon. 
 

EDITORIAL 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Philip talks about ‘Dangerous Stories’ as those that 
challenge us to consider how we think and live.  
Living the gospel can be a risky business, as we find 
ourselves out of step with others in our society. 
 This ‘LINK’ shares stories of the ways by which    
St. John’s takes risks in standing for the rights of all. 
 Installations that say we stand alongside Jews 
and Muslims, as well as Christians who suffer in this 
world, for their faith, or innocently. An Op Shop that 
gives the money it raises to needy causes and 
people, instead of hanging onto to maintain the 
parent church and its ministries. Celebrating the first 
same-gender wedding in the Presbytery,  knowing 
that some congregations have lost parishioners 
because of the position the Uniting Church has 
taken, even though this allows people to take one of 
two opposite positions. 
 Whilst we can be proud of this, we ought not lose 
sight of the fact that we live in dangerous times. 

Andrea, Geoff, Patricia and Philip 

 
 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



3 

CHURCH COUNCIL REPORT 
 

There have been two Church Council meetings on 3 April and 14 May 2019 respectively since our last report in the LINK 
which related to the first meeting for 2019 on 30 January. 

In the three and a half months since the last report, our congregation’s annual general meeting occurred on 17 March. 
At this meeting Helen Liebelt ended her period of service on the Council, and Shane Dale was elected for his first term. At 
the subsequent Council meeting in April, there was a change of Council Chair with Andrea Casey taking the baton from 
Patricia McKay whilst Cathy McNicol agreed to continue as Treasurer and Michael Forbes as Secretary. 

 

Highlights / key updates from our last Council report are: 

 Philip will be taking Study leave from 30th July to 6th  August, in addition to the leave outlined in the previous report of 
Long Service Leave from 21st May to 20th June, and Annual Leave from 10th to 30th  November 

 Our first same sex marriage ceremony has been conducted at St John’s in March 

 Several installations have been displayed in front of our church commenting on specific issues which have arisen and 
in support for communities where tragic events have occurred either in Australia or internationally over this period 

 The choir from Caulfield Primary School has performed at Cuppa and Chat 

 The Op Shop review has concluded and a final report received – findings and recommendations are being considered 

 There has been little progress in our Asset Strategy Program as we have awaited the outcome of an Expression of 
Interest process being conducted by Synod exploring interest by Child Care operators in our Foster Street and Kooyong 
Road sites – final outcomes are expected to be known soon after 31 May 

 Creation of the Jack Campbell Peace Garden has been delayed due to issues occurring with the landscaper we had 
originally planned to proceed with and costs escalating – a new quote has now been received and approved by Church 
Council, and works are now expected to commence in July. Besides those from individuals, we have received 
donations from Caulfield Garden Club that meets at St. John’s and shares the Mini-Fete with us, and Caulfield Rotary 
Club, of which Jack was an active member. 

 The mini-fete has been held in May, just before Mother’s Day with $830 raised in cake sales ($300), Devonshire teas 
($270), and the sausage sizzle and raffle for the Jack Campbell Peace Garden ($260). 

 The three new Presbytery Team Leaders have been appointed and are at various stages of commencing in their roles. 

 Keeping Children Safe has been a standing agenda item at Council meetings with Ken Wallis acting our Co-ordinator of 
actions on this, and as contact point for congregation members who may wish to discuss issues or concerns, or simply 
know more about what we are doing. 

 The Youth Theatre program has ended due to the loss of a key staff member and difficulties in identifying suitable 
times to run the program in 2019. A big thank you to the Liebelt family who have put in considerable time and efforts 
since we first implemented this program. 

                                                                    Michael Forbes  
 
 SOCIAL JUSTICE INSTALLATION  
 

The social justice installations continue to have a significant 
impact. As indicated in the front page article, the installation of 
fifty prayer mats, set up after the Christchurch massacre was 
enlarged after the Sri Lankan bombings on Easter Day. 
 Six clusters of various-sized white crosses, symbolising the six 
bomb sites were set up around the area in front of the mats. 
Philip was joined by Sivan from the Side Door Social Justice Hub is 
setting these up. She also made a dozen Stars of David in memory 
of those slain at Synagogue shootings in Pittsburgh (in October) 
and Poway, near San Diego, in the days after the Sri Lankan event. 
A second sign was added to the first: “Colombo, Christchurch, 
Pittsburgh – We Are One”. 
 A silent candlelight vigil was held a week after Easter, hastily 
called together with only a few days’ notice.  Those who came 
seemed to appreciate this opportunity. They included a Sri 
Lankan woman who travelled from Berwick, because this seemed 
like an event she felt more comfortable at than the city vigils. 
 ‘The Side Door’ Social Justice Hub is keen to engage in more of 
these types of activities. Engagement with the Facebook page 
certainly increases when they are posted there.              

 Philip 
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Vows and Prayers, 
   Made Before God, 

  By Two Elated Brides 
 

It was a momentous occasion in the Presbytery … 
The first same-gender wedding since the Assembly decision. 
The Uniting Church is currently the only church in Australia to 
agree to “hold two equal and distinct statements of belief on 
marriage to honour the diversity of Christian belief among 
Uniting Church members,” making this special service possible 
for the happy couple. 

St. John’s Elsternwick was pleased to be able to host its first 
same-gender wedding in March when Rev. Philip Liebelt 
presided over the wedding of Stephanie McCade and Natalie 
Ritches. 

“About 12 months ago, Dad rang a whole lot of churches 
over a wide area, looking for a church that would marry us.        
It wasn’t important to me, but it was for Nat,” said Stephanie. 

“I had to explain to him that the Uniting Church had not 
made a decision on whether to allow same-gender marriages.  
But that I would be happy to discuss it after the Assembly had 
met, if the decision was in favour of allowing them, and 
Stephanie and Natalie hadn’t found another church,” Philip 
explained. “I discussed it with Church Council, well ahead of 
time, and they were very supportive.” 

“I had hoped Gary Heard, pastor of Ashburton Baptist 
Church, would be able to marry us,” Natalie said. “The family 
have known him since before I was born. But as a Baptist 
pastor, he was not allowed to lead the service.” 

“In the months after the decision was made and the 
Assembly put up a liturgy, I was able to show them St. John’s 
and Nat and Steph were really pleased with it.  So I worked on 
a liturgy with them,” Philip continued.   
“But then the threat of the challenge came along, and I 
delayed our next meeting, rather than telling them it might not 
be able to happen at St. John’s. They had a date and were 
moving ahead. (Stephanie told me each meeting how many 
days away it was, as some brides do.) Fortunately, the 
challenge did not eventuate, and I was able to proceed.”          
He added, “I did tell them afterwards.” 
“We were really pleased that Gary was able to give the reading 
and the message, and pray for us. It really meant a lot to have 
the personal touch he brought.”  Natalie said. 
Natalie was (apparently) typically late by fifteen minutes, much 
to the amusement of the large crowd that knew her. This 
caused some consternation because there had been careful 
planning to have them enter separately, without seeing each 
other beforehand, and she was due to come in first. 
“It was a perfect day, and it couldn’t have happened without 
your help.”  Stephanie texted Philip afterwards. 
“I was a bit nervous.” Philip admitted “Having been in a 
Presbytery placement before St. John’s, I haven’t actually done 
any sort of wedding for 12 years. To have such a wedding was 
special. Mind you announcing Mrs. and Mrs. Natalie and 
Stephanie Riches-McCade, at the end, felt strange, but was a 
great honour.” 
 

From Presbytery of Port Phillip East 
Newsbeat, May 2019 

 using material provided  by Philip 
 

  



LUKE’S AMAZING STORY 
We tend to read the gospels in small chunks and this 
hides how differently from each other they are 
written. We know that the gospels differ from each 
other just as eye witness accounts often differ. 

Luke has a focus and intention that shows a 
different reason for writing. It appears that Luke is 
written for listeners and readers who have not had 
the full story, filling in the gaps of a partly known Law 
and culture. He wants to give a fuller picture of Jesus’ 
life and purpose. His story shows Jesus’ passion and 
motivation rather than just a factual account.   
It shows that Jesus was focussed on a 
purpose/mission that “must” be fulfilled throughout 
his journey/ministry of constant compassion, healing 
and teaching.  

Luke’s gospel speaks of the amazement of those 
who encountered Jesus and his teaching, healing and 
compassion. Jesus teaching was of reform, changed 
attitudes, grace, forgiveness and reconciliation. His 
stories were different to the stories that were told in 
the Jewish storytelling culture that taught the 
generations to expect a mighty Messiah that would 
liberate them from the Romans. 

But their expectations were not going to be met 
as Jesus’ purpose was to fulfil a plan that had a very 
different course to that which the Jewish culture and 
law had created. It was not a course of uprising and 
defeating but one of compassion and reconciliation.                                       

Helen 
 

YOU THINK YOU KNOW IT ALL 
On hearing and reading the gospel of Luke, you think you know 
it all – but we didn’t. Going through it over our six studies we 
found things that had not registered with us before. 

1. “AMAZEMENT” 
There are many stories unique to Luke: many of the parables 
including the Good Samaritan and the Prodigal Son, and stories 
like Zaccheus and the Road to Emmaus. 
        We looked at 4:14-30, which is part of the ministry in 
Galilee where Jesus is in the synagogue in Nazareth and he 
reads an Isaiah text and tells the people “Today this Scripture is 
fulfilled in your hearing.” He antagonises his fellow 
townspeople by quoting stories where Gentiles, not Jews are 
favoured.  They regard him as Joseph’s son, so they try to 
throw him off a cliff but he walks through the crowd and goes 
on his way. There is amazement at his teaching and healing. 

2. “MUST” 
Most of the examples of the “divine must” relate to Jesus’ need 
to suffer in order to accomplish what he has come to do. After 
the first prediction in 9:18-27, subsequent predictions are in 
9:44; 12:50; 13:33; 17:25; 18:31-34; 24:7,25-26, 44-45. The last 
are reminders after his resurrection. Soon after the 9:18-27 
prediction, this is reinforced at the Transfiguration (9:28-36). 

3. “WHAT WOMEN” 
From the beginning of the gospel, women not only 
demonstrate great faith, but at times are superior in this to 
their male counterparts eg. compare Zechariah with Elizabeth 
and Mary. The Song of Mary suggests something of what type 
of woman raised Jesus and the impact this might have had on 
him. Throughout stories and parables, there are 27 examples of 
sequential male-female doubling of stories. 
         I knew Jesus travelled with his disciples but we read a 
group of women travelled with them. (8:1-3) 

4. “GRACE” 
Grace is not a Lucan word; used more in Paul. In Luke, the word 
used for “grace” is translated different ways:  “favour” (1:28, 
30; 2:40,52);  “graciousness” (4:22);  “thankfulness” (6:32-34). 
Grace is found in the parables of the Good Samaritan and the 
Prodigal Son, and in the story of the woman who washes his 
feet with her tears. 

5. “BUT” 
The gospels were not written with chapters and verses and a 
story will begin with a link to what has preceded it. If we read 
sections of the Bible these links may be lost. Then as we read 
the actual story we might note it points forward to what 
follows. See for example the story of the Transfiguration. Often 
the link word is “but”, even at the start of a sentence indicating 
that the story has taken an unexpected turn. One not expected 
by the original hearers or participants in the story. 

6. “THE COMPASSIONATE PASSION?” 
If we look at Luke’s version of some of the stories and 
individual verses of the Passion story we can argue for quite a 
different narrative from the other gospels.  It may be said that 
Luke’s Passion describes a “more compassionate Jesus.”                     

Audrey  
 
 

LENTEN STUDIES IN LUKE’S GOSPEL 
Up to 10 people (some from Armadale Uniting) 
participated in Lenten Studies that used material 
from the book Philip has been writing on Luke’s 
Gospel over the last three years. It grows out of his 
experience telling 90 minutes of Luke for 20 years, 
and out of the conviction that the gospels were 
written to be told not read in silence in small chunks. 
Two participants write what they got from them. 
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While at teacher’s college I became very involved in youth 
work, running the church youth club and leading the state-
wide Department of Christian Education camps. Through 
these activities I learnt many things and made many firm 
friendships.  
 

Tell me about your career 
I taught for 20 years in a number of primary schools across 
suburban Melbourne and including two years as an 
Australian Volunteer Abroad at St Benedict’s Teachers’ 
College, Wewak, Papua New Guinea. I then worked as an 
Education Officer for World Vision and Red Cross and for 
the last 11 years I was a Project Manager with Curriculum 
Corporation, producing books, multimedia and websites 
for use in schools throughout Australia.  
 

Tell me about your connections to Elsternwick 
In 1980 I bought the house of two of my grandfather’s 
sisters in Regent St and started attending Orrong Road 
Uniting and then St John’s. I have continued to attend St 
John’s since marrying Ian and moving to Hampton in 2004 
as I feel my church family is here.   
 

Tell me about your passions 
I was very concerned by the oil crisis and high levels of 
poverty and hunger in what was then known as the ‘third 
world’ in the 1970s. The statement ‘live simply that others 
may simply live’ seemed to be a Christian response and so 
environmental and social justice have shaped my life ever 
since – commuting by bicycle and being vegetarian; 
working in high migrant, low socio-economic schools and 
actively involved with the Disadvantaged Schools grants 
program; taking children on camps to broaden their 
experiences of the world; educating students and teachers 
about the impact of consumer life style on the wider world 
through the Global Education Project.   
 

What have you been doing since you retired? 
Since retiring, apart from Church work, I have become a 
house and garden guide at Ripponlea, explored Melbourne 
by walking around Port Philip Bay and along the Yarra 
River, catching up with friends in various social enterprise 
cafes and joining a book club which selects books set in 
Melbourne. I also sing in Mosaic Community Choir.   
                                            

Interview by Andrea 
 

PROFILE: 
Cathy McNicol 
 

 
Tell me about your early life 
I grew up in Oakleigh, the 
eldest of four children, 
attending the local schools, 
Oakleigh Primary and 
Chadstone High and the St 
Andrew’s Presbyterian Church.   
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OP SHOP UPDATE 
The shop has continued to be well supported with 
generous donations and good sales. Its window displays 
are an ongoing visual feast which generate much 
interest and as well as sales. Terry exercises great 
creativity with changing themes with Star Wars for May 
4th and flowers, aprons, crockery and artwork for 
Mother’s Day his latest extravaganzas.  

We celebrated our 19th anniversary and will soon be 
making donations which will take us over a total of half 
a million dollars. These are amazing milestones and we 
couldn’t have done it without the great commitment 
and contributions of all our fabulous team of 
volunteers. We will celebrate their assistance during 
Volunteer week and recognise the special contributions 
of Geoff, Bec, Louise, Margaret and Val at the Glen Eira 
Council Volunteer awards night. Thanks too to Cathy 
Hill, John and Moya for their work at the Mini-fete and 
to Louise and her father for their work in creating the 
cactus cups.  

Michael O’Hanlon has completed his Op Shop 
Review and recommendations are being considered by 
Church Council which we hope will help us make an 
even greater impact. The good buzz around the shop 
continues as Cathy Hill, Kristi and our volunteers enjoy 
making customers feel welcome, assist them find 
obscure items and engage in interesting conversations. 
At the May meeting Church Council approved the next 
round of donations:               
 

UCA ($2000 ea.)                  Community ($1000ea.) 
 

Local         ‘Uniting’                        Asylum Seeker    
                                                          Resource Centre 
                                                          Friends of Refugees                                                                                                                                                                                
Australia   Frontier Services         Purple House 
    Indigenous Literature 
International    Uniting World     Oxfam 
    Christian Bind Mission 
                                                          (with matching grant) 
 

Cathy and Cathy 
 



7 

GIVING IS LIVING 
As treasurer, I am forever grateful for the generosity of the people who have 
contributed to St John’s and the other churches that have merged with it to 
become today’s congregation. The church has nest egg of investments from 
generous bequests and a large suite of furnished buildings in reasonable 
condition to which many people have contributed many hours of work as well 
money.  

Some of our bequests and furniture have the names of the donors attached 
to them. They indicate a community living out its faith through gifts of money 
and talents. Dedications indicate ‘in memory of’ or ‘thankful-ness for’, some 
provide more details about the person, all indicate a commitment to ensuring 
the church continues to be a witness to God’s presence in our community.   

Recently relations of Moira’s husband (see her story) told her about a 
donation of the lectern and a bible. We found these easily. This led to checking 
the dedications on a few other items and discovering other names we know: 
the Bible we use each Sunday morning was given by Evan Stafford in memory 
of his wife Gwen who was very active in the Sunday School and as secretary 
and historian at Kooyong Road, Caulfield South; a Pulpit Bible donated by Mr & 
Mrs NG McNicol (my grandparents) expresses thanks for the many blessings 
received within the church; the piano in the church was donated for use by the 
ladies in the West Room in appreciation of the work done by Albert and Jean 
Anderson (Adrian’s parents) for many years of active service including the 
building of the west room and kitchen.   

The church history indicates how the congregation went into debt to build 
the church. We know we cannot continue drawing down on our resources as 
we are currently doing so, I wonder how we might learn from the faith of 
those who have gone before us as we make big decisions about our future at 
St John’s? 
What is good stewardship of these resources?  
How much is it wise to spend/invest in building for our future?  
How much more are we prepared to give? 
Please share your thoughts with me or other members of the Church Council.        

Cathy                                                                                 
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A SURPRISE LINK WITH THE PAST 

On a perfect Autumn day, my daughter, Robyn Lindsey, and I travelled to 
Castlemaine to visit my late husband, Bill Lindsey’s, first cousin Lin McDonald. 
Lin is 96 years old, has a wonderful memory, and is matriarch and custodian of 
our Lindsey family history. Robyn and I asked many questions. 

Lin mentioned that their aunts, Betty and Peggy, had presented a Lectern 
and Bible to a church in Elsternwick in memory of their parents, Thomas 
Charles and Ellen E. Lindsey in 1963.  Lin added that on March 19th 1963, Sir 
Dallas and Lady Brooks attended this church where Sir Dallas used the Lectern 
and Bible, presented by the Misses Lindsey, for the first time. 

Naturally, as a new resident I asked the address of this Church.  We were 
delighted to learn that I am now a member of that same church, St. John’s 
Uniting Church, at that stage St. John’s Presbyterian. 

The following Saturday Cathy and I were at the Working Bee at St. John’s 
and with much excitement we read the plaque on the Lectern and found the 
Lindsey Bible and also the McNicol Bible.  Thomas Charles was an Elder, and 
his name is on the communion chair in the Church entrance. 

Thomas and Ellen retired from Bessiebelle to Elsternwick in 1920.  He was 
the first schoolteacher in Bessiebelle. He also owned a 1000 acres of farmland 
which was acquired by his sons James (Bill’s father) and Norman.   
Robyn and I found the house in Elsternwick. They called the house Eumeralla, 
after the river at Bessiebelle.                                    

                             Moira Lindsey Baulch 
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AUTUMN Mini-Fete 
On the overcast day before Mothers’ 
Day, we again joined the Caulfield 
Garden Club for a Mini-Fete.  
We flanked their stall bursting with 
fresh plants, flowers and produce, with 
a cake stall on one side and the 
Sausage Sizzle on the other. Inside and 
flowing onto the lawn was the always 
popular Devonshire Morning Tea. 
Crowds were down from Spring, but 
our various stalls raised $830 as 
indicated in the Church Council Report 
in this LINK. The Op Shop also had a 
variety of merchandise on sale, and 
sold books inside. 
 

CAULFIELD PRIMARY 
SCHOOL CHOIR AT 
CUPPA AND CHAT 

Like the Mini-Fete, visits by the 
Caulfield Primary School Choir to Cuppa 
and Chat now happen twice a year.            
So on the Tuesday before the Mini-
Fete, thirty five children (and two staff) 
came and entertained our visitors from 
Victoria by the Park and our people. 
There was good mingling between 
young and old as these photos show, 
and abundant refreshments were 
enjoyed by all. 
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RECIPE CORNER 
Recently Ken made one of his 
favourite cheesecakes for a 
Worship and Nurture meeting. It 
was so delicious there is no 
photo of it. This recipe may not 
be that same cheesecake, but it’s 
one of his favourites to make. 
 

Cheesecake can be made three 
days ahead; keep covered in 
refrigerator. This recipe is not 
suitable to freeze or microwave. 

BAKED LEMON 
SOUR CREAM 
CHEESCAKE 

 

2 cups plain biscuit crumbs 
125g unsalted butter, melted 
 

250g cream cheese, softened 
250g low-fat cottage cheese 
3 eggs 
¾ cup castor sugar 
2 Tbsp. grated lemon rind 
¼ cup lemon juice 

Lightly grease 20cm springform tin, cover base 
with foil, grease foil. Combine crumbs and butter 
in small bowl; mix well; press mixture over base 
and side of prepared tin, refrigerate until firm.  
 

Filling: Beat cheese in medium bowl with electric 
mixer until well combined. Add eggs 1 at a time, 
beating well after each. Beat in sugar and 
cornflour, then cream, rind and juice. 
 

Pour filling into crust, stand tin on over tray.  
Bake in moderately slow oven for about 1 hour or 
until just firm in centre; cool in oven with door 
ajar. Refrigerate for several hours. Decorate with 
whipped cream and ground nutmeg, if desired. 
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Introducing  

Karel Reus & Margaret Black 
A few years ago, Karel and Margaret 
wandered into worship at St. John’s one 
January because their congregation at 
Armadale was not having services in the 
holiday period. From there they started 
attending our Study Groups in Lenten and 
Advent periods and other times. They took a 
service for Philip in January 2019 and now are 
taking 4 services while Philip is on Long Service 
Leave during May and June. 

Karel Christopher Reus BA (Monash), MA (La Trobe) 
 

In 1974, I was ordained a minister of The Word and Sacraments in the Presbyterian Church of Victoria, and worked for 
several years as Minister in the Broadmeadows parish and as assistant to the Rev Brian Howe in the setting up of the 
Fitzroy Ecumenical Centre and the Centre for Urban Research and Action (CURA). I also lectured at the University of 
Melbourne, Faculty of Education, and was part-time for a number of years at the United Faculty of Theology lecturing 
in the Sociology of Religion. I also chaired the Commission for Continuing Education. In 1987, I resigned from the 
ministry to pursue a career in education at the tertiary level, in the course of which I researched and then established 
the Trinity College Foundation Year for international students aspiring to study at The University of Melbourne. I also 
worked with American colleges and universities which were looking for opportunities for their students to study 
abroad in Australia. 

  In 1993, I was employed by Monash University’s International Office to manage and expand its student exchange 
program (later to be called “Monash Abroad”). I also managed the marketing for international fee-paying students in 
south-east Asia. In 2000-2001 I was stationed as Manager of the Monash University Centre in London, while also 
managing Monash’s recruitment of students from the UK and from continental Europe. On my return to Melbourne I 
became Senior Advisor to the Deputy Vice-Chancellor (International), a position I held until my retirement at age 69 in 
2007. 

In 2015, I rejoined the Uniting Church at its Armadale parish where I have been occasional preacher and member 
of the church council. There I also made contact with the Creative Ministries Network, and was subsequently a 
consultant to the Commission for Mission to examine possibilities for the future of the CMN. 

In 2017, I helped organise an exhibition of visual arts and photography by returned defence-force personnel who 
had suffered as a result of their service. The exhibition was hosted by the Armadale Uniting Church, and supported by 
the Kirk Robson Trust. About this time I also started writing poetry. 

In September 2018, I married the Rev. Deacon Margaret Black. 
 

Rev. Deacon Margaret Black B.Th. 
 

Karel and I met at the Armadale Uniting Church in 2015 and we are now happily married and living in North Caulfield. 
In my early years I was trained as a Deaconess in the Presbyterian Church until I married the Rev Bill Johnston;                 
a marriage that lasted 31 years. When the youngest of our five children entered school, and after cancer surgery I 
again became a student, this time to prepare for becoming a Deacon in the Uniting Church. After qualifying I 
undertook a three-year placement at the Horsham Uniting Church as a hospital chaplain, conducting communion at 
nursing homes and preaching at the many outstations. I conducted a lot of funerals. At the end of that placement my 
marriage broke down, and I accepted a placement as minister of the Dandenong North Uniting Church, after which I 
retired and moved to Coronet Bay and Wonthaggi where I was involved in supply ministry for several years in East 
Gippsland, but also the Mallee. I moved back to my home church in Lilydale and was active there for a number of years 
until 2011, when I moved to a Synod House in North Caulfield, and I joined the Brighleigh congregation until its 
closure. After that I began worship at the Armadale Uniting Church. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



JUNE 2nd - EASTER 7 9th - PENTECOST 16th - TRINITY 23rd - PENT 2 30th - PENT 3  
 

  Service / Leader Karel Reus Karel Reus Karel Reus Rev Philip Liebelt Combined Service 

Lectionary 
Readings 

Acts 16:16-34  
Psalm 97 

Rev 22:12-17, 20-21 
John 17:20-26 

Acts 2:1-21  
Psalm 104:24-34,35b 

Romans 8:14-17  
John 14:8-17 (25-27) 

Proverbs 8:1-4,22-31 
Psalm 8 

Romans 5:1-5 
John 16:12-15 

1 Kings 19:1-15a 
Psalms 42 and 43 
Galatians 3:23-29  

Luke 8:26-39 

2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14 
Psalm 77:1-2,11-20 
Galatians 5:1, 13-25 

Luke 9:51-62 

Prayer Cathy* Michael Audrey Greg 
Combined 

Service at the 
Indonesian 

Uniting 
Church in 
Caulfield 

North 

Greeter Pam Moira Geoff Jane 

Reader Andrea Don Alex Cathy 

Data Projector Greg Cathy Shane Dustin 

Steward/Offering Cathy & Michael Michael & Andrea Tsai & Colin Shane & Helen 

Morning Tea Patricia & Pam Moira  & Rhonda Geoff &  Audrey Jane & Alex 

Flowers Audrey Jane Rhonda Alex 

            

JULY 7th - PENT 4 14th - PENT 5 21st - PENT 6 28th - PENT 7 JUNE & JULY 2019 DATES 

Service / Leader Rev Philip Liebelt Rev Philip Liebelt Rev Philip Liebelt Rev Philip Liebelt  

JUNE 
2

 
  Holy Communion  10am

 

8   Working Bee    9.30am 
16 Sharing Sunday (with Shared Lunch)  10am            
28 Friday Friends  6.30pm 
29 Prayer Group    10.30am 
30 Combined Service 10.30am 
      at the Indonesian Uniting Church     
 

JULY 
7    Holy Communion 10am 
13  Working Bee     9.30am 
21  Social Justice Lunch  TBC 
26  Friday Friends   6.30pm 
27  Prayer Group   10.30am 

Lectionary 
Readings 

2 Kings 5:1-14  
Psalm 30  

Galatians 6:(1-6) 7-16 
Luke 10:1-11, 16-20 

Amos 7:7-17  
Psalm 82  

Colossians 1:1-14  
Luke 10: 25-37 

Amos 8:1-12  
Psalm 52  

Colossians 1:15-28 
Luke 10: 38-42 

Hosea 1:2-10  
Psalm 85  

Colossians 2:6-19 
Luke 11:1-13 

Prayer Patricia* Cathy Helen Allan 

Greeter Denise Wendy Don Colin 

Reader Greg Audrey Michael Patricia 

Data Projector Michael Dustin Greg Cathy 

Steward/Offering Cathy  & Tsai Andrea & Colin Shane & Michael Tsai & Helen 

Morning Tea Patricia & Denise Moira  & Wendy Rhonda & Pam Colin & Audrey 

Flowers Helen Audrey Jane Rhonda 
 

*Includes Holy Communion 

June Birthdays  
4 Wendy-Lee Biesse  
5 Andrea Casey  
14 Denise Schemm 
 

July Birthdays  
27 Wendy McDonald 

St John’s Uniting Church, Elsternwick                    
Roster & diary dates for June - July 2019 

SOCIAL JUSTICE 

INSTALLATION 


