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Three years ago, in this column,               
I admitted that I was writing another 
book. At the time, I fully expected to 
finish it whilst I was your minister.               
I even went into the detail of some of 
its structure.  

Since then, at the suggestion of a 
mentor, I have completely reorganised 
it. I am on the second series of group 
studies with congregation members and 
others, based on various chapters; 
eventually we will look at ten of them. 
But I will not have finished the book by 
the time you bid me farewell. (I lost 
writing time the year I moved my 
mother into aged-care. and then she 
died, with numerous trips to South 
Australia. Then during sleep deprivation 
treatment [5-6 months] I struggled to 
write during the day.) Maybe when I 
finish it after I retire; if a publisher picks 
it up; I might be allowed back to share 
the end product with you. (I have about 
a quarter still to write, but some 
unwritten chapters have been 
workshopped.) 

When feeling optimistic about an 
end date, I committed to take some 
Study Leave to go again to the annual 
Gathering of the Network of Biblical 
Storytellers International in the USA.  
Because I am hoping the book will have 
some attraction within the Network, 
this seemed an opportunity to promote 
it. Although I couldn’t do this in Dayton, 
Ohio, in late July, I was able to tell 
Biblical stories (see photos above) and 
one of my own, which is featured in the 
book, and led a workshop based on the 
chapter on “Women”. 
 

Telling Stories of Luke &  Mission 

 

 

As always, I have enjoyed engaging with 
Luke on Sundays and in study groups, 
this year, and it seems fitting that it is 
the Lectionary Gospel in my final year.  
Something else that makes this fitting, is 
that the first “sermons” (admittedly on 
a beach pulpit to all ages at Beach 
Missions in SA) I gave as a teenager, 
were based on the Banquet parable and 
the Zaccheus story, both from Luke. 

Soon after I returned home from 
Dayton, I attended a day workshop led 
by Rev. Dr. Samuel Wells, vicar of St. 
Martin’s-in-the-Fields, Trafalgar Square 
in London. I have made a few visits to 
this church and have been impressed 
especially with its multi-million dollar 
ministry with the homeless.  It also has 
a significant engagement with the 
community, holding regular music 
concerts and art exhibitions and with a 
large café in the basement, aptly called 
“The Catacombs”, profits from which go 
to their homelessness ministry. Sam’s 
workshop was entitled “Reclaiming the 
Missional Heart of the Church.” 

When I finish my Luke book, I want 
to move onto writing another on the 
mission of the Church finding its place in 
community. Even before the last 12 
years, when I began work as Presbytery 
Minister: Mission and Education in the 
Gippsland Presbytery, I have been 
interested in how churches engage with 
community. Sometimes that means 
developing a Church-based community 
centre. Much of my work at Morwell, 
focused on this possibility, but due to 
various circumstances, we were not 
able to bring all to fruition. 
  

(continued over page) 
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EDITORIAL 
As mentioned last edition, we 
are no longer able to get hard 
copies of printed for us at 
Uniting.  Accordingly, it has 
been decided that although 
electronic copies of Link will 
remain in full colour, hard 
copies will be partially printed in 
grey-scale. They will be printed 
on the church photo-copier. 
This is a bit unfortunate, as we 
now have Don Blasingame 
taking photos for us. His work is 
on display in many of the 
photos featured in this edition. 
We still need someone to lead 
the team and do some of the 
work between collection of 
material and lay-out. On the 
latter, we will of course miss the 
splendid work that Dustin 
Liebelt has been doing for us.  
Thank you, Dustin. 

Andrea, Geoff, Patricia  
and Philip 

 

    

            
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In 2011, I was fortunate to go to England with others from our Synod, to look at 
community developments and fresh expressions of church.  Subsequently,  I went 
on my own to the USA, visiting community and church developments in Seattle, 
San Francisco, Richmond (in Virginia) and Washington D.C. During that Presbytery 
Minister role, I also discovered some exciting things that were happening in other 
presbyteries as well as celebrating what was happening in my own. 

Adding St. John’s experience of the Asset Strategy Program to others with 
church bureaucracy that I have seen and heard, I want to sound a clarion call for a 
change in focus from financial sustainability back to community engagement and 
mission, where the church’s focus once was.  I am not convinced that these are as 
incompatible as some seem to think. 

That book will be a sharing of stories of what is clearly possible, given they 
are actually happening. There will be some reflections too of what is necessary for 
such things to happen, with some lessons that have been learnt that may help 
others on the journey. 
 

My Retirement 
As you know by now, my last service is on November 3rd. It will be a Holy 
Communion service, which I hope can be a real celebration of the five years we as 
a family have spent with you.  It will be followed by a lunch and no doubt some 
speeches. I hope many of you can join us that day.   

This also being the end of my active ministry, I want to celebrate my 
retirement with people who, because of commitment to other churches, or who 
do not attend church at all, would be unable or unwilling to attend that service. 
Therefore, I am planning a Retirement Afternoon Tea on Sunday Nov. 10th at 
2.30pm. Of course, St. John’s people will be most welcome, to join with people 
from previous placements of  mine, or who have been part of the last five years 
from the wider community. I will work between the 3th and 9th, finishing off 
things and doing handovers. I will then take Annual Leave, move, and officially 
finish at the end of November. 
People have asked what I am going to do in my retirement. One even said I am 
too young to retire. In response to the second comment, the last 12 years have 
been pretty heavy-going in various ways, and I am tired, and ready to slow down. 

Having said that, let me answer the first question. Ministers don’t retire 
completely, and no doubt I will do some Supply. I have already indicated I will be 
doing some writing. On top of the two books already mentioned, I have a few 
light-hearted fiction plots I would like to play with. 

I will be telling lots of stories. I may take my Luke telling on the road.  
Indications are I may be trying to revive the Network of Biblical Storytellers 
Australia in a new format, reaching to New Zealand and New Guinea as well. 

From my teaching days I have helped organise many Arts Festivals. 
Warrnambool and the surrounds have a number of Festivals, including with the 
churches involved. I may revive my interest in theatre, given I was once a drama 
teacher. There will be other opportunities for community engagement.                
Our Uniting Church in Warrnambool has a double-sized Op Shop. When I was 
there in the ‘90s I did some radio programs on the Community Radio station. 

I would like to do some painting; there’s a story in why I haven’t done much 
over the years. In my first placement in Canberra, I was playing golf weekly at one 
stage with some Public Service parishioners. Now my crook shoulder is a little 
better, I may have another crack at that. If not, I could go underarm, and play 
bowls, which I have enjoyed on the odd tries I have had. 

Helen and I are keen to do more travelling. Whether she continues to work 
depends on what is available, but it will probably be only casual. There is a garden 
to redesign, and we’ll do some entertaining, and hopefully be part of a regular 
study or fellowship group.  With our sons’ lives still very fluid, we’ll be involved 
with them, and also visit family in SA a bit. Apart from all this, I guess I will just 
take things quietly and enjoy the beautiful surrounds of Warrnambool, hoping 
some people we have known on the journey might feel like visiting us.      

Philip 

Colin & Geoff erect      
the new noticeboard 
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The Jack Campbell Peace Garden 
 

A couple of months ago I drove into the church grounds and was shocked to see the space in the south-east corner had 
been transformed! In place of the shrubs there was now a sandy stretch with strategically placed concrete slabs and two 
small garden beds. 

After months of planning by Philip, Colin and myself, the Peace Garden was happening. We chose to honour Jack 
Campbell, who was not only a prominent member of the local community, member of groups like Rotary and a former 
Councillor and Mayor, but also was a leader at St. John's Presbyterian, later St. John's Uniting Church, from 1968. 
Colin was on hand when the landscaper started clearing the existing shrubs and successfully negotiated wider garden 
beds, as Philip was overseas. 

On a very cold Saturday, nine people appeared to install our chosen plants: Callistemon by the synagogue wall,             
a Westringia hedge in the front, prostrate Grevillea in the back beds and an Agonis for shade towards the driveway.         
The "eucalypt" garden had also been planted with the same prostrate grevillea. Also planned are a peace sculpture, two 
benches donated by Glen Eira City Council, a notice board, photo of Jack and appropriate plaques.  

The noticeboard was subsequently assembled by Colin, Geoff and Philip. If most of this can be completed, it is 
planned that there will be an officially opening before Philip leaves. The hope is that people will feel free to come in from 
the street, spend a short time away from the noise and business of their day, and leave refreshed. 

Thank you to the people from Rotary, the Caulfield Garden Club and St. John's for their cheerful and willing 
contributions; to Don for taking the  before and after photos; and to Philip for organising the fine details and liaising with 
the gardeners. 

                                                Andrea 

Planting is held up by an 
underground slab of concrete. 

Merv Ritter, President of Caulfield  

Rotary presents a cheque to Philip 
Landscape Gardeners  

prepare the garden 
Ready for planting 

Members of Caulfield Rotary 
and Caulfield Garden Club 
help with planting. 
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Asset Strategy Program 
Full task group met on August 6th with Rev. Duncan 
McLeod, new Presbytery Minister: Team leader present. 
Discussed and sought funding modeling on the possible 
sale of Foster Street at the end of 2019.   
Cathy, Michael and Philip have met with CSCH and 
indicated what we are hoping to offer them, but seeking a 
further increase on their current offer of rentals over the 
next three years. Philip arranged for Duncan to have a 
tour of CSCH. 
The full task group will meet again on September 10th. 
 

Jack Campbell Peace Garden 
The first stage by the Landscape Gardener has been 
completed, with Colin liaising with them. Their fee of 
$7885-90 has been paid.  This includes provision of plants 
which will be planted early September. 
Significant discussion went into discussing plant selection, 
following rejection of the Gardener’s suggestions. 
The Glen Eira Council is donating 2 refurbished garden 
seats. Work on noticeboard and peace sculpture is 
underway. 
Funds from “Best of British’ concert will go to the Garden. 
Local Rotary has promised $2500, and suggested the 
District may give a similar amount. 
 

Events 
See reference to concerts under ‘Worship & Nurture’. 
Spring Mini-Fete will be held with Caulfield Garden Club 
on Saturday October 26th. 
 

Side Door Social Justice Hub 
A successful introductory workshop on Community 
Organising was held in August, enabling us to make 
contact with various Social Justice groups. A follow-up 
session has been offered by Denisse Sandoval of the JIM 
unit who ran it. 
On Sept. 20th a showing of the Film ‘2040’ will be co-
hosted with the Bayside Climate Change Action Group. 
The Social Justice Lunch will be on Sunday October 13th 
with Kathy Kaplan CEO/Founder of ‘Impact for Women’. 
An event on aged care is planned for November with the 
Commissioner for Senior Victorians, Gerard Mansour. 
 

LINK 
Don is willing to take photographs. Without the work 
Dustin and Philip it is anticipated that future editions will 
be simpler and smaller, and whilst electronic copies will 
remain in colour, hard copies will probably be black and 
white. 
 

Other Business 
Pastoral /Community Worker Proposal:   
Work to be done on a Job description. 
A wedding will be held in the church  
on Sunday 3rd November. 
 
 
 
 

  
CHURCH COUNCIL 
Meeting held on August 29th 2019 
Attendance was reduced by illness and people away. 
Cathy led devotions. 
 

Minister 
Philip reported on Study Leave taken to attend the 
Network of Biblical Storytellers International’s Gathering 
at Dayton, Ohio, and a workshop led by Rev. Dr. Samuel 
Wells on “Reclaiming the Missional Heart of the Church.” 
Recent features have included Debbie Stork’s funeral after 
a period offering her and Eric pastoral support in hospital;  
our first Sunday Nite Live’;  and a meeting with Glen Eira 
Council Community Development department to discuss 
the future of Caulfield South Community House, and to 
invite support of our Peace Garden which led to the 
donation of two garden seats. 
 

Worship & Nurture 
Recent services have included NAIDOC WEEK, Celtic 
Spirituality and ’SHARE’ Sunday with Rev. John Clarke from 
‘Uniting’ speaking.  September Share Sunday will include a 
Barbecue lunch to raise funds for Frontier Services.   
No Sharing Sunday in October due to Social Justice Lunch 
on Oct. 13th. 
“Sunday Nite Live’ initially to be held on August 25th, 
September 29th and October 27th at 6.30pm. These are 
being organized by Greg, Shane, Raija, Frank and Philip. 
Alan Kogosowski has asked to do another concert on 
Sunday afternoon Sept. 15th. The Liddiard Group has asked 
to perform their ‘Best of British’ the day before, using the 
same piano as Alan will bring in. 
With Ken away, Sundays from Aug. 18th to Sept. 15th, 
Greg, Audrey and David Cundy will provide the music. 
November Services: 3rd Philip’s final service; 10th Cathy 
McNicol; 17th and 24th one by Greg and one by Worship & 
Nurture. Philip will lead another four studies using 
material from his ‘Luke’ Book, fortnightly from Aug. 29th. 
Greg and Andrea will join the group to replace Philip and 
Helen. 
 

Property & Finance 
Offering and rental income on budget.        
Hoang Pham concert incurred almost $400 loss. 
Victoria Street manse needs work done that must wait 
until it is vacant. 
Website updating is ongoing. 
 

Op Shop 
Sales continue to grow, monthly and alongside previous 
years. 
New round of donations can be made, and will include 
request from Galliamble. 
Thank You afternoon Tea at the church on Sept. 8th. 
Operating Manuel and Position Descriptions being 
updated. Paid staff reviews being undertaken. 
Detailed response to Review recommendations yet to be 
made. 
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Social Justice News 
 

‘The Side Door’ Social Justice Hub hosted a workshop in 
August that introduced Community Organising to the 16 
people present. It was led by Denisse Sandoval from the 
Synod’s Justice and International Mission unit.  People 
came from various social justice groups or were just 
individuals brought in by friends, and included those from 
as far away as Pakenham and Dandenong. 

Denisse acknowledged this was only the first part of a 
course that could go 7-10 days, so offered to return and 
present some more at a later date. It was a good 
opportunity to network with these people and 
organisations. 
 

On September 19th on the eve of the Climate Change 
Strike, we co-hosted a showing of the film ‘2040’ with the 
Bayside Climate Change Action Group. 55 people attended.  
Again over supper was a good time to network with 
individuals and organisations concerned about this issue. 

Rather than doom-and-gloom, it was an encouraging 
film that spoke positively of action that could make a 
difference to our planet over the next twenty one years. 

It was uplifting to be part of the biggest march held in 
Melbourne next day, as people of all ages demanded 
greater action on Climate Change to ensure a better future 
for the many young people who participated. 
 

A new installation was set up at the front of the church 
just in time for this showing.  A passionate Climate change 
advocate from ‘Soulsong’, has also been putting up signs 
for its members’ benefit and anyone else who comes 
along. 
 

The Social Justice Lunch this year is being organised by 
members of the Side Door Steering Committee, after many 
years of tireless work by Jane Oldfield, for which we are 
very grateful. It will be held on Sunday Oct 13th at 12pm. 
 The speaker will be Kathy Kaplan, who is the CEO and 
Founder of ‘Impact for Women’, which supports and helps 
the victims of domestic violence. As well as paying $25 for 
the two-course meal, attendees are invited to bring a 
toiletry item that can go into one of Impact’s ‘Bag of Love’, 
which are made for women forced to flee to shelters. 

Benjamin’s Café, who has close connections with the 
Op Shop, will be providing part of the main course and 
members of the Steering Committee and St. John’s will 
make the rest of the food. 

Bookings or pre-purchase of tickets by Oct 6th are 
essential for catering purposes. These can be bought at 
www.trybooking.com/BFAVE or RSVP by seeing Philip. 
 

“What does it mean to aspire to Age Well?” will be the 
title of a talk to be given by Gerard Mansour, 
Commissioner for Senior Victorians and Ambassador for 
Elder Abuse Prevention, on Sunday November 17th at 
2.30pm. 

From RAP to CAP 
Either side of the aforementioned film showing,               
I attended my last Glen Eira City Council Reconciliation 
Action Plan (RAP) Advisory Group meeting, and my 
first Synod Covenanting Action Plan (CAP). 
 It has been an honour since 2017, to have been 
an inaugural member of the group advising the 
Council on the putting together of the first stage of a 
Reconciliation Action Plan, set to be implemented 
between October 2018 and October 2020. As I leave it 
is encouraging that most of the recommended actions 
have been put in place or are underway. 
 Another pleasure was that a few days before this 
meeting Melissa Bickford started in the newly formed 
role of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island Cultural 
Officer for the Glen Eira City Council. 
 Melissa had been the RAP Advisory Group’s 
Chairperson from the beginning. During that time she 
accepted an invitation to be on the panel for the 
Reconciliation Q and A, that the Side Door held in 
2018. Melissa was so impressed with what we were 
doing she joined the Side Door Steering Committee, 
and whilst initially often absent through work, has 
now become a regular. 
 Her excellent cooking skills have already been 
tasted at the workshop and film night mentioned 
above. Her baklava, which is to “die for”, will make 
another appearance at the Social Justice Lunch. 
 A RAP has to be approved by Reconciliation 
Australia, and must put forward action plans that will 
further the cause of reconciliation between First 
peoples and Second peoples.  When I discovered that 
the Anglican Diocese of Melbourne had one, but our 
Synod appeared not to have one, I was ready to ask 
questions of the Synod. 
 When I did so, I was invited to join a new group 
that was forming to re-visit, restore and strengthen 
the Covenant relationship binding together the 
Uniting Aboriginal and Islander Christian Congress 
(UAICC) and the Uniting Church in this Synod. The 
need for such a covenant grows from “the ever 
deepening relationship between the First and Second 
peoples of Australia that recognises the hurts of the 
past and works together towards a just future”. 
 Currently only the Queensland Synod has a CAP; 
not even the Assembly has one.  Whereas a RAP must 
be signed off by the Reconciliation Australia, the CAP 
will go to a Synod meeting via the Walking Together 
Group. This group made up of senior Synod staff and 
members of UAICC in Tasmania and Victoria meet on a 
regular basis to discuss relevant issues around that 
“relationship.” 
 As five of us, two of them First Peoples, spent 
nearly four hours together for the first time, I again 
felt deeply honoured to set out on this journey, and be 
part of such an important task.                          Philip                         

http://www.trybooking.com/BFAV


Op Shop                               The little shop with a big heart 

Our little shop does far more than raise funds to support worthy causes. Cathy 
H., Kristi, the volunteers, and sometimes other customers (and even dogs), 
continually offer a cheerful word, some crazy banter and suggestions to help 
those in need. Here is one example of what happens many times each day.  
On Tuesday, Val, a regular customer came in feeling very sad. She enquired if 
she could put an advertisement in the window as her 14-year-old border 
collie, Nugget, had died and she was desperate to find another to replace her. 
Val said Nugget was her reason for living and she was desperately lonely 
without her, having got her about the time her husband passed away. Kristi 
was quick to give her a big hug, empathise with her and agree to her request. 
A customer suggested she contact the RSPCA. The following day Val returned 
with her notice, and as volunteer Bec was comforting her, another regular 
customer walked by with her two retired greyhounds. Bec introduced Val to 
the dogs. The greyhounds surrounded Val with love and cuddles. Bec was in 
tears. Val left the shop a little happier than when she arrived. Kristi added a 
photo of a border collie to Val’s hand written notice and checked online to see 
if there were any border collies for sale. Great work team! If anyone knows 
about a border collie which needs a new home, please let us know.  
 

Sammy Stamp 
Following up Michael’s tea chests 
of stamps we delivered a couple of 
years ago we donated two archive 
boxes full of stamp albums as well 
as our collection of loose stamps. 
Here’s their volunteer taking 
delivery from Kristi. 

Afternoon Tea 
Despite a damp afternoon, our 
annual Thank you afternoon tea was 
a wonderful celebration with 
volunteers catching up with each 
other and meeting church members 
who support the shop behind the 
scenes.  

 

It appeared to be a cooking competition with so many culinary contributions 
that the table was overloaded with savoury muffins, sausage rolls, salmon 
vol-au-vents, lemon cake (made with lemons donated to the Op Shop), 
scones, chocolate slice, jelly slice, nut loaf and many other amazing delights.  

We welcomed Alison and Terry back from their recent holidays but we 
were sorry Alex was too sick to be welcomed back from Holland.                           
We continue to be thankful for the many and varied contributions made by 
Cathy H., Kristi and the diverse team of volunteers. We particularly thank 
those who are able to help fill gaps at short notice and to John and Aaron 
who have continued on after their placements concluded.  

Cathy H, Kristi, Cathy M and Alex 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6 



7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

There is a story my family has told  
many times. On the day I was 
born my seven-year-old sister 
spent the day sitting on the step 
of the restaurant at the end of 
our street telling everyone that 
passed, “I have a new baby 
sister.”  When I was taken home 
from hospital to our home in the 
beachside suburb of Aspendale, I 
joined my other two teenage 
sisters. 
 
 

Brighton Theatre Company 

‘Stargazers’ 
 

On Friday 30th August Friday Friends 
attended a play called ‘Stargazers’ by Reina 
Hardy at the Brighton Theatre. 
It was a play in three acts set in Melbourne 
in the present day and had three actors:  
 

Claire, a celestial poet; 
Elaine, an earth person  

from who-knows-where; 
and Rupert, an astrophysicist. 

 

Rupert wants two things in life: to make 
the astronomical discovery of the new 
millennium and to find a date to his sister's 
wedding. He thinks that Claire 
is the answer to both but as time passes he 
matures. And so does Elaine, who initially 
only wants to provide sex for payment. 

As the play progresses, Rupert has to 
make choices between a dream, a 
computer interaction and a real woman. 
He finally decides that an interstellar 
girlfriend is not the perfection he thought. 
He also decides that the computer 
girlfriend is also a fantasy. And that Elaine 
could be a suitable date for his sister's 
wedding after all. They have both matured 
and have become capable of normal social 
interactions. 

A puzzling play that needed further 
reflection. 

                                                        Andrea 

Most of my primary school education was at local Catholic schools, 
and then I attended Mordialloc High School. During my childhood, 
teenage years, and early adulthood I was involved in the Guiding 
movement; from a brownie to a guide to a ranger guide. I became a 
Queen’s Guide during this time. I still have friends I met through guiding.  
I also enjoyed learning dancing, particularly tap dancing when I was a 
child and at three different stages as an adult, I have attended adult tap 
dancing classes. I was excited to discover there was a local U3A tap 
dancing class that I have joined this year.  

I went on to study Early Childhood teaching. I taught in the country 
town of Sale for the first 4 years of my career then I moved back to 
Melbourne and taught in the cities of Berwick and Casey. I have had the 
opportunity to teach in many suburbs and communities within these 
council areas - fourteen years teaching in Doveton, four years in several 
kindergartens in Berwick, then several years in different kindergartens in 
Narre Warren, Cranbourne and Hampton Park. About seven years ago, I 
had the opportunity to become a permanent relief teacher and have 
enjoyed working all over the City of Casey from days at beach kinder in 
Tooradin to semi-rural settings in Narre Warren North. This year I have 
reduced the number of days I work to help me move towards retirement 
and spend time with my husband, Don.  

During my teaching career I have been involved in a group to 
promote environmental education in early childhood. (EEEC) This has 
involved ways to teach and implement sustainability practices with 
young children and families and instil a respect of outdoor natural 
environments.  

Don and I met in a teacher’s online chat-room. For several years, we 
used chat, email, text messaging and phone calls to communicate. For 
10 years we then spent time visiting each other in USA and Australia; 
having opportunities to travel around parts of our countries. We married 
in San Francisco last year and enjoyed casual picnic receptions in both 
countries - a redwood forest in California and a picnic at Hanging Rock.  

Don and I are renting in Caulfield South as we wait for a decision on 
Don’s permanent residency visa application.  We have learnt a lot about 
migration applications; written lots of documents and learnt a new 
aspect of patience as the whole process may take up to two years.  We 
feel very fortunate to have discovered St. John’s as we have been 
warmly welcomed and quickly made to feel part of the community.  
                                   

                                      Rhonda Carrick Blasingame 

PROFILE: 
RHONDA  
BLASINGAME 
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Music at St. John’s 
The Best of British  
With the piano organised for Alan Kogosowski’s concert 
Deborah and Clive Jackson of the Liddiard Group very 
generously offered to provide an extra concert on 
Saturday 14th September, and offered the funds to go 
towards the Jack Campbell Peace Garden.   

A small gathering of nearly fifty people enjoyed an 
afternoon of piano and song with piano solos by three 
pianists – Deborah performing Handel’s The Harmonious 
Blacksmith, Stephen Bedding performing two pieces by 
Peter Maxwell Davies and David de Zilwa performing 
songs by Elton John and Freddie Mercury. The whole 
group (with many changes of costume and hats) 
performed songs from Camelot, My Fair Lady, Pirates of 
Penzance as well as other traditional and pop songs. 
(Pictured below) 

We appreciated David’s work as MC standing in for 
Clive who had a heart attack the week before the concert. 
Thanks to all the performers, particularly to Deborah for 
all her hard work preparing and promoting the concert. 
We were pleased to hear that Clive is on the mend.  
 

Alan Kogosowski Recital 
Almost 150 people enjoyed a magnificent afternoon 
with Alan Kogosowski on Sunday 15th September.  

An Elwood based and internationally renowned 
pianist, Alan introduced each of the Piano 
Masterpieces with interesting information about the 
composer and key themes in the music before 
brilliantly playing Chopin’s Ballade No 1 in G minor 
and Polonaise in A flat, Liszt’s Norma Fantasy, 
Schubert’s Wander Fantasy, Rachmaninoff’s 17th 
and variations from Rhapsody on a Theme of 
Paganini and Gershwin’s Rhapsody in Blue.  

What a musical feast! 
 

We appreciated the support of Bernies 
Musicland with provision of the Schimmel piano. For 
those who want to know how it gets into the church 
– the truck backs into the Foster St doorway and the 
piano (sideways and minus legs) is wheeled down a 
ramp and into position.     

Thanks to all who contributed to these events 
with afternoon teas, ticket sales, attending and 
bringing friends. It is good that the community is 
able to enjoy our space and hospitality. 

                               Cathy 
 

Raija Reissenberger entertains 
at our first Sunday Nite Live 

conversation space in August. 
 

Ken with Hoang Pham,  
after the latter’s July concert. 

 



 Journeys  
 With  
 Others 

As Christians, we talk a 
lot about discipleship. 
We say we need to 
make disciples and 
quote Matthew 28:18-
20…. But we rarely go 
on to explain what we 
mean by making 
disciples; and when we 
do it, it … (may or may 
not) involve people 
coming to church. 

Jesus made disciples by spending time with people and 
looking for their potential. He interacted with them, 
challenged them and travelled with them and 
discipleship happened naturally from a group of people 
journeying and learning together over three years. 
Discipleship is always a ‘journey with others’ because 
Jesus always calls disciples into a community. 
 

No quick fixes 
The work I do with ‘Missing Methodists’ and 
‘Churchless Christians’ across Scotland, making 
disciples and creating community, is a great challenge. 
 I think, though, that even greater than that is the 
challenge of our current cultural context. In a culture 
where casual and immediate gratification is the norm, 
people are more likely to walk away from or be 
excluded by a community when the going gets tough, 
rather than stick at it and work through problems. 
 I’ve been in Scotland since 2017 and have begun 
what feels like a very slow process of getting to know 
people, meeting them where they are and journeying 
alongside them. I have a stall that I take to various local 
events, Highland Games, boot fairs and agricultural 
shows. It offers a place of quiet and calm in the 
busyness. A place where people can stop, pray, leave 
prayer requests, paint blessing stones, purchase 
handcrafted items and find out more about God and 
more about the … Church. 
 I have discovered that there is no quick fix to 
making disciples, despite my enthusiasm. It’s a process 
that takes time and courage; it takes investment in 
others and in their lives.  Many things and experiences 
have influenced my work here, but one of the greatest 
influences has been Michael Henderson’s book Making 
Disciples – One Conversation at a Time, because 
discipleship is really just about building authentic 
relationships and helping each other follow Jesus one 
discussion, one conversation, one heart-to-heart talk at 
a time. 
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Bringing Christ into the conversation 
 The book challenges us to examine how we use our 
words and presents ways to bring Christ into the 
conversations of our everyday lives – to give those around 
us a better understanding of who God is and God’s love for 
them. We need to recognize the importance of having 
redemptive conversations; with practice it’s easy to turn 
meaningless chatter into a means of grace, helping people 
become disciples and enriching their lives and ours in the 
process. 
 There is no single strategy. No rules that can just be 
followed and repeated. There is no limit to the ways a 
person can be told the good news of Jesus. So, ‘discipling’ in 
that sense is as varied as there are ways of telling the gospel 
story or living the gospel in front of people to draw them in. 
 Many of the people I have met are hungry for 
relationships with God and with others (but don’t feel 
drawn to the Church, as they understand it, to find them). 
At the same time they seem underprepared for, or unwilling 
to meet the costs involved. They have often been hurt, by 
life or the Church; they not only need encouragement to try 
and become part of a community, but also have to be 
encouraged not to walk away at the first sign of trouble. 
 

Our Task 
Possibly our task, when we are trying to make disciples, is 
walking through the doorway of community with people, a 
doorway that leads to a greater depth of understanding and 
relationship with God and with others. Loving others, 
especially the unlovable, is probably the greatest challenge 
for modern disciples, yet Jesus demands we do it. Christ 
calls all his disciples to treat other people with respect, an 
increasingly rare quality in today’s world. I think this means 
sharing with others the costs of forming new relationships 
as we learn and develop on an equal footing, travelling on a 
journey of transformation together. We need to 
acknowledge, and welcome, the fact that we too should be 
changed through the encounters we share. 
 
 
The Rev. Nicola Wooller spends half her time ministering to 
Scottish congregations in Perth and Blairgowrie and the 
other half engaged with creating new Christian communities 
across an area of 30,000 square miles of Scotland. 
 
 

This article was found by Philip in ‘The Connexion’,                    
a publication of the Methodist Church in Britain, and is 
reproduced here with permission and a little editing.                
It speaks of ‘new ways of being Church’, which will be 
considered in the second book mentioned in his lead article. 

http://www.methodist.org.uk/
http://www.bit.ly/the-connexion


OCTOBER 6th - PENT 17 13th - PENT 18 20th - PENT 19 27th - PENT 20 OCTOBER 2019 DATES 

Service / Leader Rev Philip Liebelt Rev Philip Liebelt Rev Philip Liebelt Rev Philip Liebelt 
 

6    Holy Communion  10am 
9    Church Council   7pm 
11  Study group      4pm 
12  Working Bee    9.30am 
13  Social Justice Lunch 12pm 
18  Friday Friends   6.30pm 
19  Prayer Group    10.30am    
23  Victoria by the Park  
           Service  11am 
26  Spring Mini Fete 10am 
27  Sunday Nite Live  6.30pm   
 
October Birthdays: 
8    Mona Zhu 
19  Ken Wallis 

Lectionary 
Readings 

Lamentations 1:1-6  
Psalm 137 

2 Timothy 1:1-14  
Luke 17:5-10 

Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7 
Psalm 66:1-12  

2 Timothy 2:8-15  
Luke 17:11-19 

Jeremiah 31:27-34 
Psalm 119:97-104  

2 Timothy 3:14 - 4:5 
Luke 18:1-8 

Joel 2:23-32  
Psalm 65  

2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18 

Luke 18:9-14 

Prayer Audrey* Helen Patricia Allan 

Greeter Moira Don Geoff Pauline 

Reader Michael Andrea Helen  Keith 

Data Projector Cathy Michael Dustin Greg 

Steward/Offering Cathy & Helen Andrea & Michael Colin & Tsai Cathy & Shane 

Morning Tea Moira & Patricia Rhonda & Don Denise & Geoff Pauline & Wendy 

Flowers Rhonda Audrey Helen Alex 

             

NOVEMBER 3rd - PENT 21 10th - PENT 22 17th - PENT 23 24th - Christ the King NOVEMBER 2019 DATES 

Service / Leader Rev Philip Liebelt  Cathy McNicol  Greg Smith  Patricia & Audrey  

3    Holy Communion & Philip’s final service,  
   followed by Lunch   10am 

9    Working Bee 9.30am 
10  Philip’s Retirement Afternoon Tea  2.30pm 
17  Sharing Sunday  10am 
23  Prayer Group  10.30am 
24  Sunday Nite Live 6.30pm 
 
November Birthdays: 
10   Judith Schmidtke 
16   Ty Liebelt 
17  Dustin Liebelt 
19  Cathy Hill 
21  Shane Dale 
25  Allan Casey 

Lectionary 
Readings 

Habakkuk 1:1-4, 2:1-4 

Psalm 119:137-144  
2 Thes. 1:1-4, 11-12 

Luke 19:1-10 

Haggai 1:15b - 2:9  
Psalm 145:1-5, 17-21   
2 Thes. 2:1-5, 13-17 

Luke 20:27-38 

Isaiah 65:17-25  
Isaiah 12  

2 Thes. 3:6-13  
Luke 21:5-19 

Jeremiah 23:1-6  
Luke 1:68-79  

Colossians 1:11-20  
Luke 23:33-43 

Prayer Helen* Greg Patricia Audrey 

Greeter Colin Pauline Geoff Alex 

Reader Don Alex Audrey Michael 

Data Projector Dustin Michael Shane Cathy 

Steward/Offering Tsai & Colin Michael & Andrea Cathy & Shane  Andrea & Michael 

Morning Tea Patricia & Moira Pauline & Audrey Geoff & Pam  Alex & Wendy 

Flowers Patricia Audrey Rhonda Alex 
 

*Includes Holy Communion 

St John’s Uniting Church, Elsternwick                    
Roster & diary dates for October - November 2019 

The garden, awaiting seats 
donated by Glen Eira City Council, 

the Peace Sculpture, 
and for the plants to grow. 


