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Minister's Word
You have done me a mighty 
honour by inviting me to be your 
minister for a short time. By doing 
so you have pulled me out of a 

state of happy retirement where I looked forward 
to a sunset period in which I could step away from 
the responsibilities and duties of working life and do 
pretty much what I liked. I am surprised at how readily 
I embraced the opportunity to put all of that aside 
to take on the duties of supply minister with you all. 
I know we are talking about only a few months, and 
that I will return to my state of blessed indolence, but 
I quickly saw this period to come as one that is full of 
promise. That prospect is exciting.
Margaret and I are blessed inasmuch as we already 
know so many of you. That is a good start. We can 
build on that. There is much building to do, but the 
foundations are there already, and they are solid. 

If I have anything to do with it we will together grasp 
the issues and problems ahead and fashion from them 
a living expression of God’s Kingdom. I have never 
thought of my ministry as me telling a congregation 
what it should do or where it should go; nor have I 
seen my work as an enterprise for the saving of souls. 
That sort of leading and saving I gladly leave to God. 
What we can do is pool our talents and work together 
and walk a rocky path towards a destiny that we see 
only as through a glass darkly, but which we hope to 
reach one day. Let the light that shines on that fateful 
path come from the fire that burns within us; the fire 
of love, of trust, of solidarity and of joy. Let’s not forget 
the joy. Let’s shed the heavy burden of seriousness. 
Let’s laugh a little. Let’s laugh a lot. Let’s lighten up, 
and by all means take joy in what we do – for God’s 
sake.
Your companion on the road
Reverend Karel Reus MA.

As I trudge off . . .
Thank you for the last service 
we were able to share together. 
I realize some felt it was “my” 
service, but I did want my mark on 
my last service with you, not have 

something “not me” imposed on it. 
Thank you for the privilege of trying to prepare St 
John’s for the future over the last five years. A fierce 
critic of my own work, I will probably judge that we 
didn’t do enough. There is a variety of reasons for that; 
I simply hope that we have learnt from the ones we 
had some control over.
The last ten years has not had the consistence the 
process would have benefitted from; before me there 
was uncertainty and broken supply, but also  Christine’s 
relatively short but good ministry. The work I came 
in to help you with really needed all that ten years 
ago, not five, and it would have been with a different 
person.
At the recent Congregation meeting, I referred to the 
Workbook prepared in order to do the Asset Strategy 
Program. It listed some  good ideas for the future use 
of our property; and I am disappointed, in hindsight, 

that this has not been referred to subsequently, and 
was not thoroughly worked over with the congregation 
and church council. It has some good ideas for the use 
of our Glen Huntly site, and increasing our community 
engagement. It is not too late to revisit that  good 
missional blueprint. 
We have struggled with insufficient people to do certain 
things. This has led to individuals being overloaded; 
certain works not getting done; decisions not being 
made and acted upon; activities not having enough 
leaders to run them. Maybe, I should have let some 
things go rather than stepping in to be the person to 
ensure they happened. I am grateful that you are a 
church that is so hospitable, and when I have thrown 
several events at you in a row, hospitality has still been 
done well.
Thank you to all for what you have done. I wish you 
well for the future, albeit an uncertain one. Thank you 
for the welcome you extended our family. Please feel 
free to make contact or come and stay, if you are ever 
in Warrnambool. Our address is 11 Glenview Drive, 
Warrnambool, 3280 (near Tower Hill). I expect my email 
and phone number will stay the same 
philipliebelt@gmail.com  and 0400631264.
Blessings  to you all,
                   Philip, Helen, Dustin and Ty.
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Christmas Joy to All
and have a Safe New Year



Philip’s Farewell
Philip, our minister of five years, is retiring on 30 
November but is taking long service leave from 
Saturday 9 November. Sunday 3 November was a 
special service just for the St John’s congregation 
while an afternoon tea on Sunday 10 November 
celebrated Philip's 29 years involvement in the wider 
ministry of the Uniting Church. Philip's reason was 
that people who come on the 10th are either in their 
own church and hence unable to come to a Sunday 
morning celebration, or they would not be interested 
in attending a church service at all. 
Sunday 3 November
The service was in four parts. The traditional worship 
included acknowledgement of country, opening 
prayer, welcome, hymns, psalms, readings, a 
Dangerous Story and Contemporary Word. 

The Communion Service saw the congregation seated 
at one of four tables at the front of the church, each 
seating 8–10 people. Helen and Philip served the 31 
people with bread then one person on each table 
poured grape juice for the others. 
The Cutting of the Ties is the ritual releasing of the 
minister from his obligation to the congregation and 
freeing him to move on with his life. This was led 
by Presbytery Minister Reverend Duncan McLeod. 
Church Council Secretary Michael Forbes, Chair 
Andrea Casey, and Audrey Nelson as Philip’s elder 
each had a role to play. Rhonda on behalf of Andrea, 
Don and Geoff then presented Philip, Helen and 
Dustin with a commemoration book of photos they 
had prepared, and a card with messages from the St 
John’s community.
The ensuing speeches and presentations were 
facilitated by Andrea. Cathy first gave an overview of 
Philip’s many activities in the five years of his ministry. 
Andrea then thanked Philip for his vision in inspiring 
hope, embracing change and releasing creativity 
before presenting him with a camera.
Audrey gave a speech to Helen whom Andrea thanked 
for her faith, love of God and support of Philip, 
Dustin and members of the congregation. Helen 
was presented with a hanging basket and a pair of 
binoculars for whale watching.
Michael gave a speech to Dustin and Andrea thanked 
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him for the excellence of his visual contributions to 
the life of St John’s before presenting him with some 
money and a reference “which shows what we really 
think of you”.
The congregation was then invited to lunch in 
the West Room where Audrey had coordinated a 
lavish feast with soup and casseroles. Philip cut 
his requested fruit cake while Ty and Dustin were 
presented with the traditional birthday cakes.

Sunday 10 November 2019
Around 50 friends and colleagues of Philip and 
Helen gathered in the Hall to commemorate Philip's 
retirement after 29 years of ministry. Philip's 
outline of his various placements was interspersed 
by speeches and well wishes from the East Keilor 
congregation, Presbytery of Gippsland and the Side 
Door. A pleasant afternoon concluded this part of 
Philip's and Helen's life in ministry.

Andrea

Church Council 
Report
St John's Church Council met on 9 October 
2019. It was Philip Liebelt's final meeting and a 
vote of thanks and appreciation for his regular 
attendance, provision of comprehensive reports 
and input to meeting discussions occurred. 
Significant outcomes from the meeting were:
• the Mission and Service contribution to the 

Port Phillip East Presbytery of $16,983 for 2020 
was agreed as proposed by Presbytery;

• Supply Ministry by Karel Reus for the period of 
1 December 2019 to the end of February 2020 
was agreed at two days per week;

• considerable discussion occurred on the 
current status of the Asset Strategy Program 
(ASP). It was agreed to put recommendations 
to a Special Congregation meeting at the end 
of October to proceed to a sale of the Foster 
Street site and to work with Synod on a value 
adding process to maximise the sale price 
outcome; and

• it was agreed to hold an official celebratory 
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Profile
Andrea Casey

What was it like growing 
up in Caulfield?
I was born in 1945 and lived 
in a gracious 1920s home with 
leadlight windows two doors 
from Greenmeadows Gardens in 
East St Kilda. Our next door 

neighbour was James Wardrop, architect of the 
Shrine. My parents were Nance and James (Jim) Coyle 
and I was the oldest of four. I attended Holmbush 
school in Balaclava Road then went to Shelford 
Church of England Girls’ Grammar School. I became 
part of a group of five girls called The Gang with 
whom I am still friendly.
What did you do after school?
I attended Melbourne University and graduated 
Bachelor of Science in Chemistry. My extracurricular 
activities included the Choral Society, basketball and a 
Certificate in Theology. I also became a Beach Mission 
leader at Queenscliff. I was then employed at Nylex in 
Mentone working on special projects.
You attended St Stephen’s North Caulfield before St 
John’s. What activities were you involved in?
I left Nylex because there was no maternity leave and 
after a divorce moved back to Balaclava and started 
to attend St Stephen’s. Among the first people I got 
to know was Pam Vial, a friend of my mother’s, who 
took me under her wing. Thank you, Pam. Another 
person I got to know was one of my Chemistry 
lecturers. We started chatting after church one 
Sunday and I realised Allan was the Dr Casey from my 
Chemistry prac classes. We subsequently married on 
a Sunday afternoon in May 1985 in a packed church. 
We still feel humbled by the interest and love shown, 
34 years later. My involvement included treading the 
boards for St Stephen’s Players and being Church 
Treasurer.
And at St John’s?
After contracting transverse myelitis in Greece, I 
dropped out of the church for a while (see below). 
Thanks to Christine's ministry, I came back to faith and 
became involved in church life. I'm currently Chair of 
Church Council and am on several committees.

Congregational 
Meeting Report 
A meeting of the congregation with 21 members in 
attendance was held on 27 October 2019 to provide 
an update about current discussions on the financial 
future of St John’s and the status of the Asset Strategy 
Program (ASP) process. It is necessary to have a five-
year budget showing capacity to pay for a minister 
before a call for a new minister can be made. The 
ASP taskforce, comprising representatives of Synod’s 
Property Services, Presbytery and St John’s, has    
been working hard to investigate options to ensure St 
John’s future viability and suggest the best workable 
way forward. 
Synod representatives developed a complex 
spreadsheet with many scenarios ranging from 
continuing as we are, in which all funds would be 
expended in three years; to selling Foster Street and 
Kooyong Road and Jupiter Street manse and reducing 
ministry to one day a week, which would provide 
financial security for 51 years. 
The option of creating significant income for 40 years 
through long-term leasing of the Foster Street and/
or Kooyong Road sites with Child Care operators was 
explored over several months but ultimately led to 
no outcome and was abandoned in June 2019. This 
meant that other property usage with income for 
St John’s were considered more closely including 
sale of a property/s. A conversation was conducted 
with Uniting and Uniting Housing representatives 
to explore whether the Foster Street site could be 
developed for community and low-cost housing. 
Unfortunately, because of the residential overlay and 
height limits this was not feasible.
The St John’s representatives, Philip, Michael, Colin 
and Cathy, have tried to protect the positive benefits 
to the broader Glen Eira community of the services 
provided through Elsternwick Toddlers Playgroup 
(ETP) and Caulfield South Community House (CSCH). 
It was determined that the preferred scenario was a 
sale of the Foster Street site with probable co-location 
of the ETP with CSCH.
The congregational meeting agreed to this 
recommendation but it is still to be accepted by 
the full ASP group. The congregation also agreed to 
the recommendation that a technical evaluation be 

done to assess whether further work occurs to gain a 
planning permit for specific residential development 
on the Foster Street site and maximise the sale 
proceeds.

Cathy and Michael

opening of the Jack Campbell Peace Garden 
after the sculpture and seating have been 
installed, and the plants have grown more.

The next meeting of the Church Council will be 
held on Wednesday 27 November 2019 at 7pm.

Michael 
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You are a Quaker? What are they like?
I also attend a Quaker Meeting for Worship once 
a month and the associated Meeting for Healing. 
Australian Quakers are unprogrammed in that 
worship is conducted without a leader or any set 
form of worship. We sit in a circle in silence with 
eyes closed or open until someone feels led to speak. 
Sometimes we sit in silence for the whole hour.  
Worship starts when the first person arrives. After 
a time of settling, someone reads a paragraph from 
the little book Advices and Queries in which Quaker 
thoughts on various topics are set out.
What are your passions?
Family. Injustice. Dancing (a past love). My garden. 
Travel (another past love). Overcoming challenges.
Allan was diagnosed with cancer three times but has 
overcome each time. In Greece I caught a virus in my 
spine which resulted in me becoming paralysed from 
the waist down for several weeks and has left me with 
difficulty in walking. But challenges are meant to be 
overcome, right?
Anything else?
Miracles happen. Angels are everywhere. Without the 
strength that God gives, I would be a mess.

In Conversation with Geoff

Sunday Nite Live
On 26 October at 6pm, the last of the inaugural, 
experimental meetings that came to be known as 
Sunday Nite Live met in the East Room. Ten people 
shared a meal and some offered music that was 
meaningful to them, with an accompanying story.

It was interesting that ten people arrived on each of 
the monthly meetings, but not the same ten people. 
Greg and Philip were the organisers and they and 
Helen provided a light meal. Other regulars were 
Andrea, Rhonda, Don. On this night Geoff, Tsai, Adrian 
and Shane also came.

Music shared was varied. Tsai started with Butch 
Cassidy and the Sundance Kid, Helen following with 
Yellow Submarine by the Beatles then Don shared 
Bridal Train by the Waifs. Greg sang two of his own 
compositions: To Care Asks More Of Me and one 
untitled. Tsai then shared a second song in Taiwanese 
– Under the Same Moonlight – Adrian played Solid 
Rock, an appropriate one about Uluru while Philip 
acted out a story as a parting gift to us.

The evenings have been very enjoyable. There has 
been a gentle, accepting vibe each time and stories 
have ranged from funny to touching. Thank you Philip 
for your vision and to you Greg for your hard work in 
making this experiment such a lovely reality.

The feeling is These have to continue!”
Andrea

Deborah Stork
1960–2019

Deborah Stork was born on 
6th August 1960 in Brisbane, 
the second of the four 
Rogers children, a sister to 
Valmai, Patricia and Colin. 
Her mother died when she 
was young, and all four 
children were put into care 
in various children’s homes. 
After school Debbie worked 
as a cleaner at the Royal 

Brisbane Hospital. She moved to Melbourne at the 
invitation of her sister and again worked as a hospital 
cleaner where she met Eric.
They married on 16th August 1980 in Thornbury 
Uniting Church. A year later they moved to their unit 
in Carnegie and have enjoyed 39 wonderful years 
together.
Debbie loved going for drives in the country and 
later, when Eric couldn’t drive, they would take the 
tram into the city after church to go exploring in 
the city. She was a keen Geelong supporter and she 
was delighted when her barracking saw them win. 
She managed to see them play a couple of times at 
Docklands stadium.
Debbie also enjoyed listening to Christian music and 
through that developed a real appetite for the Gospel, 
deepening her faith through the questioning of Eric. 
For over 20 years Debbie and Eric attended the 
Caulfield Evangelical Methodist Church and more 
recently started coming to St John’s Uniting Church 
because it was easier for them to get to.
Debbie struggled with her health most of her life 
– being diagnosed epileptic as a young girl and 
developing lung issues about fifteen years ago which 
required constant oxygen in recent months. 
Despite these difficulties, her smile would light up 
her face whenever you spoke to her. In recent weeks, 
she would only eat her sweets but she was still 
surprisingly strong, trying to get out of bed and even 
thinking she might use Eric’s exercise bike. As her 
health deteriorated and she was hospitalised, she was 
hopeful she would get better and return home to be 
with her beloved, Eric.
In her last week, her faith was, as ever, very strong. 
Debbie died on 18th July in the Caulfield Hospital. 
Debbie always had an easy going nature and was 
strong and determined in herself.

From eulogy delivered 
by Cathy McNicol



Thirteen members of Friday Friends enjoyed a three-
course sit-down dinner, on 18 October, organised by  
Philip with the proceeds going to the Jack Campbell 
Garden Project.
After dinner was completed two travelogues were 
presented with film. Geoffrey Paterson spoke of  his 
recent trip to Boston USA. He elaborated on the 
nature of Boston and felt the city compared closely to 
Melbourne because of  their port and river locations, 
similar landscape, education centres and presence of 
rail and trams.
Many Boston buildings are built in a lovely red brick 
and there are a number of beautiful churches – the 
oldest being 350 years old. An unusual way of travel 
by Army Duck allows tourists to traverse from land to 
water.
Beacon Hill is the most expensive real estate suburb 
with townhouses running into many millions. North 
Boston is the original area with narrow streets that 
converge into squares and is now an Italian quarter. 
South Boston has wider streets and beautiful parks 
and gardens.
Helen Liebelt then presented a travelogue on the 
recent trip she and Philip took in Europe by ship, bus 
and rail. They started in Ireland via County Kerry to 

Belfast and Dublin. Highlights of Ireland were the 
Jaunting cart ride through Bourne Vincent National 
Park to Ross Castle, the Guinness Lake District, 
monastic buildings and the Titanic Museum built to 
the same dimensions as the ship and located next to 
the shipyard that built it.
Then to Liverpool on the Mersey with the Beatles, the 
Cavern Club and Liverpool Cathedral. Next was train 
travel to Glasgow followed by ship to the top end of 
Scotland. Highlights of Scotland were the cathedrals, 
salmon leaping at Invergordon, the pipers and 
Edinburgh Castle.
They then travelled by boat in heavy fog to Le Havre 
in France and train to Paris in heavy rain. Highlights 
of Paris were the buildings and dinner cruise on the 
River Seine. 
Back to England and Southampton and by train to 
Bristol and Bath where they met up with Christine 
Clinch. Then to Cardiff, Birmingham, Manchester, 
Stratford-upon-Avon with its Shakespeare 
memorabilia, and Oxford with Alice in Wonderland 
and Lewis Carroll. 
They then flew out to Singapore where the highlights  
were the buildings and gardens.
Thank you to Philip, Helen and Geoffrey for a great 
evening.

Patricia

Friday Friends Dinner
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Editors Andrea, Patricia 
and Geoff thank the 
contributors of articles to 
this issue. We also thank 
Don, Michael, Ken and Eric 
for photographs, and Colin 
for proofreading.
Deadline for the next LINK 
is 12 January 2020.

The Gate of the Year
And I said to the Man who stood 
at the gate of the year: "Give me a 
light that I may tread safely into the 
unknown". And he replied: "Go out 
into the darkness and put your hand 
into the Hand of God. That shall be to 
you better than a light and safer than 
a known way." King George VI 1939
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The 2019 Social Justice Luncheon speaker was Kathy 
Kaplan OAM, CEO and founder of IMPACT.
IMPACT makes a difference to Victorian women 
and children fleeing extreme violence at home and 
it is run completely by volunteers. No paid staff or 
premises. IMPACT specifically targets those living in  
crisis accommodation.
Domestic violence is not about anger management. 
It is about power and control. Physical abuse comes 
after mental, verbal, financial, sexual and religious 
abuse and abounds in all social classes.
Men abuse women, women abuse men and women 
abuse women. One in three women will experience 
abuse in their lifetime and one in two men. One in 
four children experience violence in the home.
This year alone in just 41 weeks 57 women are dead, 
48 having been killed by partners and on top of this 
17 children have also been killed in domestic violence. 
Worldwide in 2018 of all homicides, 80% are men 
victims and 20% are women victims. Of those who 
are domestic family violence victims, 13% are men 
and 87% are women. 40% of women still experience 
violence after leaving a relationship.
An idea from Queensland was copied and IMPACT 
evolved, with work and support channelled through 
agencies. Volunteers range in age from children to a 
96 year old.
Packages are made up for Mother's Day and 
Christmas with 2000 delivered last Christmas and sent  
through the specific agencies to women and children 

in need. 
Help is given for new shelters and refurbishing of old 
shelters and small portable kitchens have been set 
up for Jewish and Moslem families in safe houses as 
needed.
Free childminding has been arranged at Moorabbin 
Family Court each Tuesday and a free meal included. 
It is hoped to extend this to Frankston.
An Impactful-Wellness Program has been started 
where required and involves a free massage, free 
lunch, social worker, police participation and free 
childminding. 
Help is also given to families with suitable articles 
given to set up a new home.
Help can be given in a number of ways including 
volunteering, donations of money, personal toiletries, 
home supply donations, treat packages and vouchers. 
Empower change. Invite IMPACT to speak to groups. 
Check your cupboards for articles not needed.
IMPACT 
Phone 0402 088 797 
Email impactforwomen@gmail.com
Website  http://www.impactforwomen.org.au/

Patricia

Social Justice Lunch 

December
3: Cathy
10: Alex
17: Geoff

Cuppa and Chat Roster
January
14: Alex
21: Geoff
28: Moira

Friday Friends Barbecue
Friday 24 January at 6.30pm
Harleston Park, 47 Allison Road 
Elsternwick. Barbecues are 
available. Bring your own food 
and drink. See you there!



The first seven days of my European trip started with 
five train journeys made out of Geneva.
All journeys were made from Geneva and commenced 
with a journey around the northern shores of Lake 
Geneva – very beautiful scenery with snow capped 
mountains framing the lake and surrounded by fertile, 
green agricultural land. Although all the trips were 
memorable, the chocolate/cheese trip to Gruyeres 
and Broc, plus the journey to the top of the Jungfrau, 
were particularly outstanding. In carriages, similar in 
style and luxury to the Orient Express, the chocolate 
train travelled from Montreux to Gruyeres, an 800 
year old medieval village with a 13th century castle. 
After seeing the gruyere cheese process, it was on 
to the Nestle - Cailler Maison, the headquarters of 
world famous chocolate manufacturing. The Jungfrau 
experience involved riding a cog and pinion train to 
around 3,500 metres. The view out over the glacier 
and snow capped mountains was awesome.

Geneva is beautiful, especially the pre-Roman old city. 
There were references to Calvin, and I even managed 
to hear a very fine organ recital played in the old 
cathedral. The tour around Geneva included seeing 
many headquarters of well respected worldwide 
organisations and Geneva’s famous fountain that 
sends a spray of water 150 metres into the air.
On Day 8, I took the Train à Grande Vitesse or TGV to 
Gare de Lyon in Paris. The taxi from the station drove 
past Notre Dame, which is presently covered up by 
scaffolding, to the Hotel Des Grands opposite the 
Panthéon. On arrival, I teamed up with an old friend, 
Graeme, and we explored some of the Latin quarter 
before enjoying french cuisine in a delightful local 
restaurant.
The next day involved a two-hour train journey south 
west of Paris to the Burgundy city of Avallon. Two 
of Graeme’s friends, a German couple Doris and 
Gregor, drove us to the medieval village of Vézelay 
situated high on a hill. The 1,000 year old basilica 
was prominent in the distance as we approached 

the climb up to the village. The next five days were a 
wonderful blend of fine dining and beautiful music. 
The hotel where I stayed, the Hotel Sy La Terrasse, 
was situated adjacent to the basilica. On each day 
we experienced fine local restaurants, chosen by 
Doris, followed by two concerts per day, one at 4pm 
and another at 9pm. The music was superb with the 
basilica being the main venue (amazing acoustics, as 
you can imagine) interspersed with venues in other 
churches situated in surrounding villages. We heard 
orchestral works, a capella choir (Les Métaboles); 
instrumentalists (including a world famous lutenist, 
Thomas Dunford) and marvellous singers presenting a 
range of classical and popular music. We experienced 
beautiful renditions of works including J S Bach’s Mass 
in B minor to Brahm’s Requiem Mass. There were also 
other delightful outdoor events where, for example, 
people gathered with their picnics to listen to popular 
French music. One lovely, warm and sunny morning, 
we crowded into a garden of a local manor house and 
listened to a delightful soprano, presenting everything 
from operatic arias to Peggy Lee evergreens, all to 
an accompanying cello. The restaurants we dined at 
represented some of the finest cuisine in the area 
and the settings ranged from a chateau in the country 
side, to a restaurant situated above a flowing water 
race for an old watermill in the village of Chablis.
After this wonderful experience in Vézelay ended, 
Graeme and I spent one day in Paris exploring more of 
the northern part of the city proper, not that far from 
Montmartre. The Garnier opera building turned out 
to be incredible, in its recently restored magnificent 
state, along with the church of St Eustache. We also 
visited Sainte Chappelle, with its beautiful 1,000 year 
old stained glass. 
On the following day, we flew directly to Marrakech 
where our riad (house) was in the Medina (the old 
city situated within surrounding walls). The five days 
in Marrakech were particularly hot with 35°C and 
above on each day. The riad, however, proved to be 
very comfortable and a cool oasis away from the 
outside searing heat. The souks, or markets, were 
interesting but it wasn’t a pleasant experience due 
to the heat, and you had to be constantly aware of 
motorbikes coming at you from all directions. One 
day was spent on a bus trip 200 kilometres to the 
west of Marrakech to an attractive seaside town 
of Essaouira (situated on the Atlantic coast). Here 
the temperatures were more temperate and the 
town had a relaxed feel about it. After five days in 
Marrakech we hired a private driver for a five-day 
tour through the High Atlas Mountains with arranged 
stopovers: the first was at the oasis settlement of 
Skoura. On the way we visited Telouet and explored 

Switzerland, France & Morocco 2019

Wengen, on the way to the Jungfrau
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Kasbah Tan and Air Benhaddou, which was used in the 
film Gladiator, then onto to the impressive large town 
of Ouarazazate. The scenery is quite stark ranging 
from bare, rocky mountainous slopes to fertile valleys 
where every opportunity is taken to grow crops. Day 
two included a drive through the Dades and Todra 
gorges. These are quite spectacular and again the 
Todra gorge was shot in the film Lawrence of Arabia. 
The third day consisted of a an interesting drive 
through the Valley of the Palms (date palms) to the 
desert town of Merzouga on the Algerian border. 
From the hotel, you could see the start of the sand 
dunes of the Sahara desert. It was such a far out of 
the way place and so desolate, it was hard to imagine 
anyone living there. The landscape was void of any 
vegetation. The hotel was constructed of compacted 
mud and the experience was made even more surreal 
when a rare storm blew up. It started with thunder 
and lightning, followed by a dust storm and then rain. 
Prior to the storm arriving I witnessed a camel train 
taking people out to tented accommodation in the 
sand dunes. The following day was a long drive from 
Merzouga to Midelt. Being over 1,000 metres above 
sea level meant the temperature was very pleasant. 
We arrived in Fes late afternoon on the fifth day. 
Out of the two cities, Marrakech and Fes, I found Fes 
to be the more enjoyable and interesting. The Fes 
souks were more civilised and easier to negotiate. 
We hired a guide to show us around the souk and it 
was fascinating to hear the history of Fes. We saw 
the tanneries; the beautiful, intricate metalwork and 
the historic mosque and university situated in the old 
city walls. One day involved catching a train to the 
old Imperial city of Meknes and we saw a little of the 
once-grand palace there. We also spent half a day at 
the world famous pottery at Art Naji where all the 
pottery is handcrafted. The tagines, plates, tiles and 
other objet d'art pieces were superb. 

Tangier was the last Moroccan city situated on the 
northern coast, adjacent to the Atlantic Ocean and 
the Mediterranean. La Tangerina Hotel was sited 
just inside the old wall with views over the Atlantic. 
Tangier is very cosmopolitan with a blend of many 

cultures and races. One of the days here was spent 
in a two-hour drive to Chefchaouen – the blue city 
settled by Jewish people and others being persecuted 
by Catholic Spain in the fifteenth century – and 
Tetouan, an attractive city with a modern business 
centre.
The day before I was due to catch the flight home, 
I boarded the TGV from Tangier to Casablanca, 
reaching a speed of 317 kilometres an hour at one 
point in the journey! Unfortunately, there was no 
time left to explore Casablanca after arriving late in 
the afternoon. It was an early start the next morning 
to board the flight home via Abu Dhabi. 
Summing up, it was a trip with three distinct 
experiences. Switzerland – train journeys; France 
– Paris and a music festival; and an exploration of 
Morocco.

Ken
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The Bus Stop Quiz
You are driving your car 
down the road on a wild, 
stormy night, when you 
pass by a bus stop and you 
see these people waiting 
for the bus . . .

1. An old lady who looks as if she is about to die.
2. An old friend who once saved your life.
3. The perfect partner you have been dreaming about.
Which one would you choose to offer a ride to, 
knowing that your car can only carry one passenger?
Think before you continue reading.
This is a moral/ethical dilemma that was once actually 
used as part of a job application.
You could pick up the old lady, because she is going to 
die, and thus you should save her first. 
Or you could take the old friend because he once 
saved your life, and this would be the perfect chance 
to pay him back. 
However, you may never be able to find your perfect 
mate again. 
You won’t believe this . . .
The candidate who was hired (out of 200 applicants) 
had no trouble coming up with his answer. He simply 
answered: “I would give the car keys to my old friend 
and let him take the lady to the hospital. I would stay 
behind and wait for the bus with the partner of my 
dreams”.
Sometimes, we gain more if we are able to give up 
our stubborn thought limitations. 
Never forget to Think Outside of the Box.

Andrea

Near Skoura, Morocco in the High Atlas Mountains



Angela and I flew off on Sunday 1 September for 
a month’s travels in England, Spain and 
Greece, missing the entire AFL final series.
We picked up a rental car at Heathrow and drove 
to Berkhamsted where we spent two nights with 
Australian friends Jolanda and Keith. Highlights 
were walking and sampling wild blackberries 
along the canal, and enjoying a local ale at the 
pubs. Our day-touring the local area featured 
a ramble in the forest around Ashridge Estate, 
a short stop at the Ashridge Business School 
where Angela studied in the mid-2000s, and a 
visit to the interesting Roald Dahl museum in his 
home town of Great Missenden.
From Berkhamsted we drove to Somerset to 
spend time with the Clinch family. Highlights 
included their beautiful country manor house 
which Christine and Nick are renovating, and 
preparing their surrounding land for farming 
activity; a day with Christine exploring the gorge 
and a cave at Cheddar and sampling the local 
tasty cheese; a magnificent lunch prepared 
by Nick and Angus; a morning at Ammerdown 
where we attended a prayer session led by 
Christine and joined in a singing activity with 
local schoolchildren. We also visited Wells, 
its farmers market and magnificent cathedral 
admiring in particular the medieval clock there.
We next stayed two nights in London staying 
close to Paddington Station and Hyde Park and 
enjoyed time with two sons of different friends 
of ours, visiting the Sky Garden and lunching at a 
wonderful Indian restaurant Dishoom near Kings 
Cross Station, before sampling craft beers at a 
pub near Victoria Station.
We then flew Iberia Airlines to Madrid and met 
up with the other two members of our Camino 
walking party, my sister Anne and a friend 
Glenda. We posted our suitcases to our intended 
Camino finishing point from the airport post 
office outlet before taking a bus north to León 
from where we started walking the next day.
This year’s nine-day 200 kilometre walk on the 
Camino de Santiago took us from León to Sarria. 
It featured several steeper sections to peaks 
with beautiful views, vineyards in the Bierzo 
wine district where harvesting of the grapes 
was underway, attending a Gregorian Chanting 
service, an English afternoon tea served at one 
albergue at which we stayed where a singalong 
was led by the Irish volunteers working there, 
terrible blisters endured by Glenda which meant 

European travels
she missed a number of walking days, 
the collapse of a walker at the dinner 
table one evening after he and his wife 
had completed 42 kilometres on that 
day, a visit to a Knights Templar castle 
in Ponferrada, viewing the exterior of 
the second largest monastery in the 
world in Samos, and meeting people 
from all over the world with North 
Americans and Irish being the most 
numerous.
Having challenged our bodies we 
flew to Athens for six relaxing days. 
We stayed in the Plaka area initially. 
We spent several hours in the nearby 
Acropolis Museum before completing 
a self-guided walking tour of ancient 
sites including the fabulous Acropolis 
with its treasured Parthenon and 
other historic buildings. 
We broke up our time in Athens with 
a two-night visit to Santorini which 
was about a 45 minute flight time. 
We travelled around the island on the 
efficient local bus system, enjoying 
one of the famous sunsets at Oia, the 
beautiful coastal scenery at Oia and 
Fira, a cool dip in the Mediterranean 
at Kamari then a boat ride around to 
Perissa, and the views across much 
of the island from Prygos. We also 
sampled the local wine varieties of 
assyrtiko and mavrotragano which 
we would highly recommend, and 
brewing company’s excellent Donkey 
beer varieties.
Our final two nights back in Athens 
were spent at a more luxurious hotel 
whose outdoor rooftop restaurant 
featured views across to the Acropolis. 
A visit to the Benaki Museum, 
colourful and dramatic changing of 
the guard ceremony at the Tomb of 
the Unknown Soldier in front of the 
Parliament building, and travels on 
the Hop on Hop off bus around the 
city and down to the Pireaus port area 
were highlights of our final two days 
on this European adventure.

Michael
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DECEMBER 1st ADVENT 1 8th ADVENT 2 15th ADVENT 3  22nd ADVENT 4   CHRISTMAS DAY  29th Christmas 1 D 

Leader Rev Karel Reus Rev Karel Reus Rev Karel Reus Rev Karel Reus Rev Karel Reus Indonesian UCA Diary Dates 
1 Holy communion 

14 Working Bee 
15 Carol service 
24 Christmas  
     Breakfast 8.30 am 

25 Christmas service   
      9.30 am 
29  Combined Service 

with Caulfield 
Indonesian Uniting 
Church – see left 

Birthdays 
8 Tim Payne 
31 Pam Vial 

Lectionary 
Readings 

Isaiah 2: 1–5 
Psalm 122 

Romans13: 11-14 
Matthew 24:36-44 

Isaiah 11: 1-10 
Psalm 72:1–7,18–19 

Romans 15:4–13 
Matthew 3: 1–12 

Isaiah 35: 1–10 
P146:5-10 L1:46b–55 

James 5: 7–10 
Matthew 11: 2–11 

Isaiah 7: 10–16 
Psalm 80:1–7, 17–19 

Romans1: 1–7 
Matthew 1: 18–25 

Isaiah 62: 6–12 
Psalm 97 

Titus 3: 4–7 
Luke 2:(1–7), 8–20 

Isaiah 67:7–9 
Psalm 148 
Hebrews 2: 10–18 
Matthew 2: 13–23 

Prayer *Patricia Greg Cathy Audrey Patricia  
Worship on Sunday 
29 December will be 
a Combined Service 
at the Caulfield 
Indonesian Uniting 
Church, 158 
Balaclava Road 
Caulfield North 
starting at 10.30am 

Greeters Geoff Pauline Denise Don Geoff 

Readers Audrey Alex Don Cathy Audrey 

Data Projector Cathy Michael Shane Greg Cathy 

Steward/Offering      Andrea/Colin Shane/Cathy Michael/Tsai Andrea/Cathy Cathy/Greg 

Morning Tea     Patricia/Geoff Pauline/Pam Wendy/Denise Don/Rhonda _______ 

Flowers         Audrey Moira Rhonda Pauline Alex 

        
 JANUARY 5th CHRISTMAS 2  12th Baptism Jesus 19th Epiphany 2 26th Epiphany 3  DIARY DATES 

Leader Rev Karel Reus Rev Karel Reus  Rev Karel Reus Rev Karel Reus    Diary dates 
5  Holy Communion 
24 Friday Friends  

Barbecue 6.30pm 
Harleston Park 

 
Birthdays 
8 Moira Baulch 
18 Lois Lowsby 
29 Audrey Nelsom 
 

Lectionary 
Readings 

Jeremiah 31: 7–14 
Psalm 147: 12–20 
Ephesians 1: 3–14 

John 1: (1–9),10–18 

Isaiah 42: 1–9 
Psalm 29 

Acts 10:34–43 
Matthew 3: 13–17 

Isaiah 49: 1–7 
Psalm 40: 1–11 

1 Corinthians 1: 1–9 
John 1: 29–42 

Isaiah 9: 1–4 
Psalm 27: 1,4–9 
1 Cor 1: 10–18 
Matt. 4: 12–23 

Prayer *Cathy Patricia Michael Greg 

Greeters Moira Pam Geoff Colin 

Readers Alex Cathy Audrey Andrea 

Data Projector Greg Michael Cathy Shane 

Steward/Offering Shane/Cathy Cathy/Greg Michael/Tsai Andrea/Colin 

Morning Tea Patricia/Moira Denise/Pam Audrey/Geoff Alex/Colin 

Flowers Moira Pauline Alex Audrey 
 

Michael & Angela on the 
Camino de Santiago 

*Includes Holy  
Communion 

St John’s Uniting Church, Elsternwick Roster & diary dates for 
December 2019 and January 2020 
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