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time member of the Wellspring Centre, 
Ashburton, Victoria postgraduate ‘Art of 
Spiritual Direction’ program (for 15 years). 
I have led retreats and quiet days for clergy 
leaders and others seeking space to nourish 
their spiritual wellbeing. 
In my leisure time I am an avid reader 
of murder mysteries and good quality 
fantasy novels. Rod and I love going to the 
movies, eating out, and enjoying family get 
togethers.

Lynette Dungan

Hello, I am an experienced Uniting Church 
Minister of the Word (25+ years), and 
spiritual director (20+ years), and ministry 
supervisor, (16+) years – supervising 
ministers and spiritual directors. 
I am married to Rod (43+ years) and have 
two adult daughters Charisma and Hannah. 
This year I became a first-time grandmother, 
as our family welcomed little Sophia, 
daughter of Hannah (shown at two weeks of 
age on Mother’s Day). 
In ministry, I have served in Essendon, Glen 
Waverley, and Warrandyte, and was, until 
recently, the long-term supply minister at 
The Avenue, Blackburn. I enjoy preaching, 
and pastoral care, including deep prayerful 
listening to people’s stories. 
I have been a student most of my life with 
a list of degrees including: Bachelor of Arts 
in Library Studies, Graduate Diploma in 
Religious Education, Bachelor of Divinity 
(Hons.), Graduate Diploma in Spiritual 
Direction, and Master of Theology. 
And currently I am a part-time PhD student 
at La Trobe University undertaking research 
on Supervision with a contemplative stance: 
A collaborative inquiry. I have published 
several scholarly articles in international 
journals on supervision and spiritual care, 
and presented workshops including: 
• ‘The Art of contemplative supervision’ 

at the Spiritual Directors International 
conference: Emerging wisdom in Sante 
Fe, New Mexico, 2014; 

• ‘Widening and narrowing the lens: A  
contemplative stance in the supervision 
of spiritual care practitioners’ at the 
Spiritual Care conference: Towards New 
Horizons in Newcastle in 2018. 

I am a member of the Australasian 
Association of Supervisors and a part-

Ministry of flowers
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Andrea, Patricia and Geoff edited this issue.We thank 
contributors, including Colin for his proofreading. We 
look forward to your contribution in the next Link.



From Karel and Margaret
I have been asked to put together a few words as 
Margaret and I finish this all-too-short ministry 
at St John’s. I have hesitated to do so because 
you have a new supply Minister now, and it’s 
time for me to hold my peace and get out of 
the way. However, I think I can say a few words 
without standing on any toes.
I asked myself right at the beginning what 
could be achieved in such a short time. Each 
person taking on such a role will inevitably ask 
themselves what really matters, and each such 
person will come up with different answers. I 
have posed the question to myself in terms of: 
“What is it that God thinks matters most?” Of 
course, each person will draw up a different 
list, but I venture that there would be general 
agreement about some items. I’m pretty sure 
that the things that matter most to God include:
• Living and dying (but what matters more is 

how we live and die);
• How we speak about life and the Faith – 

(using a vocabulary that includes often, 
love, openness, acceptance, compassion);

• Giving – (which is more important than 
getting);

• Conversing-with – 
(which is more important than talking-at);

• Listening – (which is to be valued above 
speaking);

• Love – (that trumps hate – always);
• Journeys – (not destinations);
• Standing in the shoes of a friend – 

(which is hard enough, but standing in the 
shoes of an enemy is much better);

• The poor and oppressed – (they are family);
• Saying sorry – (and meaning it, and backing 

up words with actions);
• Intentions – (which should be good,

even if outcomes disappoint);
• What you do – (which is a better indicator of 

virtue than what you believe);
• Know that you are loved – 

(and share that love with all of creation);
• Seek knowledge – (but ponder also the 

mystery of that which is not yet known and 
stand in awe).

I would like to think that my time with you has 
left some residues in your hearts of values such 
as these. We might think of these as amongst 
the core values of our faith. They are firm 
foundations on which to build. This is a gentle 
parting. I have a feeling our paths may cross on 
occasions. Margaret and I hope so. 
Go well my friends!
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Allan Terence Casey 
was born to Ivy and 
Terence in Winnipeg, 
Canada, where the 
temperatures ranged 
from −40 to +40.

His father, an accountant with the 
Canadian Pacific Railway, was transferred 
to Vancouver, where two-year-old Allan 
remembers being the only male allowed 
into the Convent across the road, where 
he would play with the nuns’ St Bernard 
dog. 
Terence was then transferred to Calgary 
where Allan started school. He was slow 
to read but his teacher was prepared 
to read his favourite book with pop-up 
pictures about a garden over and over 
again. He remembers one child saying 
“Not that book again”.
At age 5 he remembers the birth of his 
brother Barry as a noisy, crying bundle.
The family moved again when Allan was 
in grade three, back to Winnipeg, where 
Allan completed his schooling.
He remembers delivering newspapers 
every day even in winter. One New Year’s 
Day he had to get up at 5am and trudge 
through deep, cold snow to make sure 
the papers were delivered on time.
He also remembers riding in a sleigh 
on Christmas Day to visit friends and 
relatives through deep snow rugged up 
in furs.
He recalls being asked to buy a bottle of 
soda pop for a neighbour whom he didn’t 
like, so he made sure he shook the bottle 
hard before he gave it to the man so that 
it exploded when opened.
In 1939 when Allan was about twelve, 
he saw a letter in the local paper asking 
for a pen pal by a Shirley Cooke from 
Proserpine in Queensland. He answered it 
and began a correspondence which lasted 
37 years.
Cadets was compulsory in grade 10. When 
students were introduced to rifle practice, 
Allan stated that he couldn’t see without 
his glasses, but the instructor insisted he 
shoot without them on. One bullet hit the 

Allan Casey
1927–2020

A gentle parting



adjacent target, one shot the light out and 
the rest went so wide that everyone dived 
for cover. Allan was excused from target 
practice from then on.
Allan’s mother took him for careers advice 
towards the end of his schooling and the 
results showed that he would be good at 
sciences. His IQ score was 140.
Allan was blessed with teachers who 
motivated him and challenged him to 
always aim higher, laying the groundwork 
for undertaking a PhD.
Allan was due to start at the University of 
Manitoba in September 1945 but because 
returned servicemen had first priority for 
places, all the colleges he visited had their 
full quota, until he came to the United 
College, where he met the Registrar in the 
hall. He was given an hour’s tour and was 
farewelled with the words “I hope you will 
join us”. Allan did and was so impressed 
with the staff and the depth of the extra-
curricular discussions that he attended, that 
he became a lifelong and loyal worshipper 
in the United Church. The first sermon he 
attended, given by the dean of Theology, 
went something like this: The Bible is the 
book Christians go by. I can’t guarantee it 
is all the word of God – people must make 
up their own minds about that. There are 
things in the Bible I wish weren’t there 
because I don’t think God works like that 
but you have to read what Jesus said and 
measure other things against that. Allan 
was impressed by this outlook.
Allan graduated from the University 
of Manitoba with a double degree in 
Mathematics and Physics and he won a 
trophy for Canadian five-pin bowling with 
his bowling partner. He was also given 
an envelope containing money from the 
organiser of the tournament with the 
instruction to “Pay me back when you can” 
as she knew that Allan wanted to continue 
studying.
His Master’s degree in Chemistry from the 
University of British Columbia was financed 
by earnings from his summer job as a 
telegraph messenger and a scholarship. It 
was at UBC that he did courses in Massage 
and Cooking for Bachelors. And it was here 
he made lifelong friends of Lilian and Ron 
Trites and Anne and Earl Shepherd. 
He was influenced by one of his lecturers to 
continue studying at Cambridge University 
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in England. Serendipitously finding an ad 
for “a magnatician in charge of the Baker 
Lake observatory”, he moved to just south 
of the Arctic Circle for a year. This was an 
unforgettable experience for him. As Allan 
had no expenses, he was able to save 
enough to augment his scholarships for 
study at Cambridge and to pay for his fare 
to Australia.
A noted memory of his time in Cambridge: 
all students had to wear academic gown 
at all times until they were 21. On his 
21st birthday Allan went cycling around 
Cambridge without his gown and was not 
stopped. They knew.
As his studies drew to a close Allan started 
to think about applying for a job. His pen 
pal Shirley said “Try Australia” and the 
University of Melbourne accepted him.
Allan had met Jill at a two-week Shakespeare 
conference in Stratford-on-Avon in 1955 
and, in Allan’s words, a romance developed.
Allan couldn’t graduate from Cambridge 
because he married Jill on 15 February 
1958 and left to take up a position at 
Melbourne University on 28 February where 
he stayed all his working life, retiring at the 
mandatory 65 in 1992.
He and Jill had three children: John, Anne 
and Michael. 
When John graduated as a doctor, Allan 
had the privilege of sitting on the dais in 
his Cambridge PhD mortar board and red, 
ermine trimmed gown, as he was a member 
of the academic staff of the University. He 
wanted to do this to honour John and show 
his pride in his elder son.
In 1967, Allan was able to take his first 
study leave and took the family to England. 
Two-year-old Anne caught measles on 
board and was taken by ambulance to a 
nearby hospital when the ship docked. Allan 
accompanied her as Jill had baby Michael 
and four-year old John to look after. This 
was the beginning of a close bond between 
father and daughter and Allan appreciated 
that Anne phoned him regularly from 
England. He was impressed that she wanted 
to study as an independent adult and took 
a job at the Walter and Eliza Hall for three 
years to achieve this. He was proud when 
she graduated with a BSc(Hon) in Zoology.
Allan was proud when Michael started 
school as a small and very young boy who 
was never bullied. He remembers taking 
Michael to Saturday sport and eating a 



pancake in Romeo’s Pancake Parlour while 
waiting for Michael to finish playing. 
Two days ago Allan and I would have been 
married 35 years.
We had attended the morning service at St 
Stephen’s Uniting Church. At the end of the 
service the minister announced “The next 
service to be held here is the marriage of 
Andrea and Allan this afternoon”. 
I had been offered a white Mercedes to 
travel to the wedding but Allan broke with 
tradition and insisted on picking us up in 
his old Holden Kingswood Station Wagon. 
I think he was afraid I might change my 
mind again.
When the doors to the church were opened, 
we saw that the church was packed! We 
were so touched and continued to cherish 
that memory all our lives.
Here are my impressions of Allan.
• He was a private man, not sharing 

his feelings easily but felt deeply 
nonetheless.

• He was determined and focussed. His 
studies were a challenge – he said every 
new move involved a huge step up, but 
he was determined to succeed.

• He was persistent.
• He was a man of integrity. 
• Early on in his career he was asked to 

do some testing on blood samples from 
new-born babies but refused because the 
mothers hadn’t been asked. This non-
compliance didn‘t help his promotion 
prospects. 

• He would give his opinion on a subject 
without fear or favour. A former minister 
said she never knew what Allan would 
say. For example, during a discussion 
about whether to have Christmas Carols 
on the lawn in front of the church 
and offer sherry to passers-by, Allan 
objected strongly because he had seen 
the devastation alcohol could cause and 
he didn’t want to be responsible for 
introducing it to anyone. His opinion 
won the day.

• He was loyal. His retirement goal was 
to travel overseas every two years. He 
would buy a round-the-world ticket with 
five stopovers so he could visit friends 
and relatives. He thought nothing 
of making a six-hour round trip to 
spend one hour with a friend in British 

Columbia. He continued to receive six 
alumni journals and was a long-time 
member of University House and the 
Graduate Union.

• He was a man of wide interests. He 
enjoyed culture: Melbourne Symphony 
concerts, Melbourne Theatre Company 
plays, Early Music and dance. He enjoyed 
reading Celtic Spirituality, medieval 
history, current affairs. In retirement 
he did a BA Honours and wrote a major 
essay on the Crusades from the Arab 
point of view.

• He saw life as Looking for New Horizons: 
going to University in Winnipeg then 
Vancouver. Taking a job that involved 
spending a year in Baker Lake near 
the Arctic Circle. Going to Cambridge. 
Moving to Melbourne. Taking me to 
Baker Lake so I could experience it too.

• Allan would quote Napoleon: ”Don’t give 
me a clever man, give me a lucky one”. 
Nice things happened around Allan. 
The lady who gave him the money to 
go to university saying “pay me back 
when you can”. Seeing the Arctic. 
The wife of a lighthouse keeper who 
put him in touch with the Cambridge 
admissions department when he was 
so far away. Getting scholarships to 
study at Cambridge. Visiting his cousin 
in England on the day her daughter 
was being married and both of us being 
invited to a traditional English village 
wedding. Our holiday in Elizabeth Bay 
Vancouver on the very night of an 
international fireworks competition.

• He was wise but humble. He kept things 
in perspective. He saw the big picture. 
He believed that relationships were the 
most important thing. 

• He had favourite sayings: Go forward in 
faith. When a person prays God sends 
people in answer. Life is just a bowl of 
cherry soup (from the Peanuts comic 
strip). How much is enough? This, too, 
will pass.

• In all his battles with cancer he was 
gracious and patient. He focussed on 
the bigger picture of getting well, never 
on his discomfort or difficulties.

• He was impressed by my younger son 
Leal’s attitude to life – his move to the 
Daintree then to Rosedale in Queensland 
to live completely off grid. My older son 
Lance remembers the deep intellectual Link August–September 2020 page 4 of 12



conversations with Allan and his tenacity, 
resilience and determination.

• And finally, a word about the rainbow. 
On the evening of the Thursday that 
Allan died, my daughter Merewyn took 
her boys to the beach and were in time 
to catch a full half-circle rainbow on 
camera. For me it is a symbol of life, of 
love, of hope, of new horizons, that all 
is well.

• Allan’s life was a life well lived. I’m 
thankful he took me with him.

Text of the eulogy read by Andrea at 
Allan's 25 May funeral at St John's.
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St John’s Church Council (CC) met on 
Wednesday 24 June 2020 in the East Room 
for the first time since March 2020. 
The office bearers (Ken Wallis, Cathy 
McNicol and Michael Forbes) and Supply 
Minister (Karel Reus) had met via Zoom 
about every three weeks over that period, 
some times more frequently.
The key discussion points and decisions at 
the June meeting were as follows.
• Follow up of the signage erected by 

our neighbouring synagogue Hamerkaz 
Shelanu is continuing.

• The sculpture for the Jack Campbell 
Peace Garden has been completed and 
installed.

• With Karel Reus finishing his supply 
ministry on 30 June 2020, it was agreed 
that Lynette Dungan be offered a three 
month supply ministry at St John’s 
commencing on 1 July.

• It was agreed that St John’s continue 
with pastoral letters for worship for 
July 2020, and aim to commence live 
worship on the first Sunday in August 
2020 subject to the virus situation in 
Victoria by that time. 

• It was also agreed that St John’s church 
be opened from 10am each Sunday in 
July from 12 July for people to follow 
the pastoral letter reflections, and/or 
enjoy quiet prayer or meditation. 
NB. Pastoral letters have now been 
extended into August and the Church 
will not be opened until at least the end 
of August 2020.

• The planning permit for the Foster Street 
site has been approved by Glen Eira 
Council, and Synod is now preparing 
projected financial outcomes for St 
John’s based on different scenarios with 
the Foster Street sale and redevelopment 
(with sale of Victoria Street manse to 
be included in one scenario).

• Presbytery has deferred the intended 
planning process for St John’s and 
adjoining congregations but currently 
does not have a time for when this 
might occur. Presbytery has encouraged 
the congregation to undertake some 
further planning activity itself ahead of 
any Presbytery led process. This will be 
discussed at the next CC meeting.

• Op Shop had re-opened on 10 June 
2020 with reduced hours of operation 
and relevant safeguards in place. 
NB It has now closed again due to the 
new Victorian lockdown requirements.

• The request from Synod to check 
our church files (and check with 
congregation members) about any 
known incidents since 2012 involving 
people with disability was discussed and 
action agreed.
NB. Congregation members have 
subsequently been informed by email.

Michael Forbes
Church Council Secretary

UCA Journals

Follow these links to access these Uniting 
Church in Australia journals
• Crosslight: https://crosslight.org.au
• Frontier news: https://frontierservices.org 

JustAct: https://justact.org.au/newsletter
• Newsbeat: www.ucappep.org/newsbeat

Church Council 
July 2020

Organ music
The Adelaide Town Hall has recorded its 
30th Virtual Concert series. This musical
feast is at https//www.adelaidetownhall.
com.au/information/organ-concert-series
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T’was battered and scarred, and 
the auctioneer

Thought it was scarcely worthwhile                                                                                                                                     
To waste much time on the old violin,
But he held it up with a smile.
"What am I offered, good folks?" he cried
"Who’ll start the bidding for me?
A dollar , a  dollar! – now two, only two –
Two dollars, and who’ll make it three?
Three dollars once – three dollars twice,
Going for three! – But no,
From the room far back, an old grey- 
haired man
Came forward and picked up the bow,
Then wiping the dust from the old violin,
And tuning up all the strings,
He played a melody pure and sweet.
As sweet as an angel sings.

The music ceased and the auctioneer,
With a voice that was quiet and low,
Said, "What am I bid for the old violin?"
And he held it up with the bow,
"A thousand dollars, and who’ll make it two?
Two thousand, and who’ll make it three?
Three thousand once, three thousand twice,
And going and gone," said he.
The people cheered, but some of them said,
"We do not quite understand –
What changed its worth,” and a man replied.
“The  touch of a Master’s Hand!”

And many a man with a life out of tune,                                                                                                                         
And battered and torn with sin,
Is auctioned cheap to a thoughtless crowd,
Much like the old violin.
A mess of potage, a glass of wine,
A game, and he travels on;
He’s going once, he’s going twice –
He’s going – and almost gone!
But the Master comes, and the foolish 
crowd,
Never can quite understand
The worth of a soul, and the change that is 
wrought
By ‟the touch of the Master’s hand.”

Author unknown

The touch of 
the master’s 
hand

Dancing at 
St John’s
The post war years saw many dances being 
held in the St John’s Hall. In the 1950s, 
Pauline Carlin remembers the weekly 
Saturday evening 50/50 dances  which were 
in turn held at St John’s and neighbouring St 
Stephen’s, Ewing Memorial and Gardenvale 
Presbyterian Churches. Cordial but no food 
was served at these dances which for many 
followed on from a Saturday afternoon’s 
tennis, cricket or football.
In the early sixties, St John’s PFA, or 
Presbyterian Fellowship Association, 
members held monthly dances. Organisers 
included Adrian Anderson, Murray Withers, 
Ewen Withers and Keith Maggs. The dances 
were initially marketed as SJ’60 and SJ’61 
replete with flairs and lairy shirts. Later the 
name Cartwheel was adopted. 

These were square dances which were 
marketed as country western with a 
cartwheel as the logo. The caller was 
the well-known Terry Bainbridge with 
occasional appearances by Jim Vickers-
Willis. The band and caller were on the 
stage decorated with horses bridles and 
hay bales. 
Keith McDonald served coffee, tea, soft 
drink and crumpets to the sixty to eighty 
dancers from the storeroom then located 
beside the stage. The counter was part of 
Adrian’s bed that had to be brought for each 
dance. One Christmas dance had decorated 
trees lining the asphalt court where the 
East Room is now located. 
Later in the sixties, the dance was renamed 
Resonator and featured such well-known 
rock and roll stars as Doug Parkinson 
and the Questions, Russell Morris and 
Somebodies Image, and Jim Keays and 
Masters Apprentices. Radio 3AK personality 
Lionel Yorke was compere. These dances 
formed a great social event and a fitting 
entertainment to complement the week at 

Dancing continued
school or work, and a Saturday afternoon 
of sport.
Adrian, Murray, Pauline, Ewen and Geoff



Some of us know and love the writings of  
From a Manse Window. The article, written 
by Rev David  Bryant some time ago, relates 
well to our situation today with COVID19. 
He is invited for the day with Quaker friends 
to a Benedictine Abbey. The day is to be 
in total silence with the leader intercepting 
with spiritual extracts now and then.
When it came to lunchtime they had been 
asked to maintain silence and to think 
quietly about the meal in ways they did not 
do in their normal busy life. The table was 
set and they sat quietly down. Jugs of water 
were brought in and set on the table, they 
passed the water and each one filled their 
glass, contemplating thoughtfully about 
people in desert countries where water was 
in short supply and had to be carted long 
distances. They began to think how lucky 
they were in the Western world to be able 
to turn on a tap and have fresh clean water.
When the food arrived they had been 
instructed firstly to think about the people 
who had grown the crops necessary, 
harvested, collected  them  and made the 
bread, plus those who grew, collected and 
prepared the vegetables, pasta etc. that 
was placed before them. They gave thanks, 
and began to realize how many people 
are involved in a simple meal. In silence 
they appreciated what they had to eat 
much more and it tasted so much better, 
when they were not rushing and thinking 
of other things as well. They appreciated 

the lingering textures and smells that they 
would normally be far too busy to notice.
When they finished eating there was the 
table to clear, dishwasher to be loaded, 
tables wiped, waste food recycled, floors to 
be swept and cleaned. Because there was 
no spoken word they were aware of the 
needs of others instead of their own needs. 
Good manners continued and all helped to 
clear the tables and set things to right. 
The writer states that the silent meal 
reminded him of some of the most important 
teachings of Christianity.
It is right to be thankful for many 
blessings. It is right also that we should 
think with compassion on poorer nations 
remembering that a simple lunch would 
be a feast to them. We should spare a few 
moments, too, to be grateful to all those 
who are involved in buying and cooking our 
food, not only when we go out but at home.
In this time of COVID19, we have a 
great deal of time to think, more time to 
appreciate what we have instead of dwelling 
on and complaining about restrictions that 
are set for our own safety. Life becomes 
so much happier and fulfilling when we 
consider others. We will all be back in the 
rat race soon enough so let us enjoy the 
small moments while we can. The world will 
never be the same again but, with thought 
and contemplation, a better world can be 
the outcome.

More than words can say
Contributed by Moira Baulch
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I’ve never been properly educated,
Common, plain – that’s me stamp,
And it seems that all me bloomin’ life
‘as bin muckin’ about wiv a lamp.
I fix ‘em at ’ome fer the missus
‘cause we’ve no new-fangled light,
An ‛ fer twenty-odd years bin a watchman
With a flamin’ lamp at night.
But I’m fed up wiv’ lamps, an’ tell yer
As sure as me first name’s Bob
If it adn’t abin fer a picture,
I’d have quit this blinkin’ job.
I seed it, a angin’ last Saturdee week,
Up on the Supers wall –

Light of the world
An’ I tell you when I seed it 
I felt twice as big an’ tall.
Fer, there’s the Boss of all creation,
Astandin, as simple can be…….
An’ whaddya think Ee’s a ‘oldin’?
Why  a lantern – the same as me.

Author unknown

Birthdays
August
11 Len Lowsby
18 Cathy McNicol
28 Josephine Ransom
29 Keith Stodden

September
11 Colin Kirkham
26 Valda Clarke



Birds in Flight, 2020 Sculpture
by Louis Balis
Mr Balis writes: "I am pleased with the installation, the way the 
sculpture titled: Birds in Flight, 2020, appears to sit in and quietly 
occupy the space. The detailed production of this sculpture – 
from concept, material, manufacturer, installers and now in the 
provided space of the peace garden – will, in hope, provide the 
contemplative respite, the sculpture and garden symbolise. The 
appearance of three birds soaring, reassembled on the reflected 
shape of the church stained glass windows in the distance, lend 
a physical continuity while the weight of laser cutout welded 
images, of soundless flight, soar in their intended arc toward the 
church. Lastly, this sculpture is now here because of the assistance 
and support of the St John’s Uniting Church council and various 
individuals, with gratitude I thank you for the opportunity to create 
this sculpture."
Birds in Flight, 2020 is 2400 mm high and 1200 mm wide. 
It is made of 3 mm Corten Steel. 

Jack Campbell Peace Garden
The Reverend Philip Liebelt first presented the Peace Garden concept to 
Church Council in early 2018. The Birds in Flight, 2020 sculpture has now been 
installed and the plants continue to grow. It is now timely to take a closer look 
at the sculpture and the landscaped garden. 

Peace Garden landscaping 
by Enzo’s Landscaping

St John’s thanks sculptor Louis Balis for his hard work creating, sourcing the fabricator and 
overseeing the installation of the sculpture in the Garden. Louis was sustained through the 
protracted timeline by a conversation he had had with Jack at an event of the Artists Society 
at his home “that [a project] taking flight will have its difficulties”. We also thank Caulfield 
Garden Club and Caulfield Rotary Club for their support in bringing the project to fruition. 
We hope that people will enjoy this restful space and take time to think about building peace 
in their own lives and the lives of others. 
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Dear friends of St John’s, 

I am writing from Paris, France.
With this letter, I want to say goodbye to 
all of you and express my gratitude for 
the support I have received from you as a 
Church community.
I came to Australia to change my profession 
and stay until the end of my life, because 
I really love Australia and Melbourne in 
particular. However, my goal couldn’t be 
achieved as planned. It seemed that I had 
no future and no expectancy in Australia. 
Although I studied and graduated in 
Australia, I could not find any job partly 
because of my age. I had then to go back 
to France. However, the support I have 
received from the Church, was for me, a 
sign of hope.

Good bye and thank you
From Juliette Tonje

My time with the Church was very short 
but rich. Therefore, I really want to express 
my gratitude for the whole community 
of St John’s. Though a tiny community, I 
appreciated its warmth. I loved the dialogue 
we had during Sunday’s cuppa which 
enable people to connect and know each 
other better. The connection continued to 
be built beyond Church meetings and I 
was fortunate to stay all the time in touch 
with two members of the Church who lived 
in my neighbourhood. Geoffrey was one 
of these people who provided me with my 
basic needs and was a good support for 
many other demands. 
My appreciation goes specially to pastor 
Karel who listened to my concerns, and 
managed to get a positive response from 
the Church council to my call for help all 
the time I needed help. My thankfulness 
also goes to Cathy who gave an important 
part for my flight ticket to France. 
I could say more, but my gratitude is more 
than words can say.
I know thy work, says the Lord (Revelation 
3), may he continue to strengthen you and 
protect you as a living community even in 
this time of uncertainty. 
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This mural was painted over four days on an 
awning at 191 Hawthorn Road, Caulfield North 
as a tribute to frontline healthworkers. The 
work aims to create something uplifting during 
challenging times. It is the work of Bentleigh 
East artist Justine Millsom and manager Mark 
Aidone from Juzpop Creation.

Church Council 2020
Cathy McNicol Co-Chair and Treasurer
Michael Forbes Co-Chair and Secretary
Andrea Casey
Shane Dale
Alex Elliott

Patricia McKay
Audrey Nelson



Op Shop Update
With the easing of restrictions, we opened 
the Op Shop on Wednesday 10 June for 
five days a week 10am–4pm. We had 
four weeks of sales, catching up with 
volunteers and regular customers before 
closing again on Wednesday 8 July. 

There were 
many new 
procedures we 
had to follow 
with asking 
customers to 
sanitise their 
hands before 
entering the 
shop, limiting 
the number of 
customers in the 
shop to no more 
than four, not 
accepting 

donations and recording our cleaning and 
sanitising regime. 
We had some good days of sales but the 
average daily income was well below what 
it had been before we closed in March.    
Unfortunately, the recommendation that 
people over the age of seventy stay at 
home reduced our team of volunteers 
considerably. We were thankful that 
Audrey, Val, Shemara and Alison were 
able to do more than one shift a week. 
Terry managed to throw himself on the 
ground after a couple of shifts and was 
out of action for a couple of weeks. Great 
he is raring to go again. 

Frock up Friday resumed with sequins and 
bling. Shemara and Terry show their style. 

John, ever the 
poser, showed 
us his camera 
techniques. 

Customers were 
happy to be back 
and commented 
they had enjoyed 
the regularly 
changing window 
displays. 

There was great 
interest in the 
Reconciliation 
window Alex 
created with 
the support of 
paintings from 
Galiamble Men’s 
Recovery Centre, 
St Kilda. 

Reconciliation 
installation and 
paintings were 
also displayed at 
the church. 
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Cathy



Frontier Services and Closing the Gap
frontierservices.org/closing-the-gap-in-2020
Frontier Services (FS) is a Uniting Church 
agency that serves rural and remote 
Australia. Closing the Gap is a commitment 
by Australian governments to reduce 
inequalities confronting Aboriginal and  
Torres Strait Islander people. 
FS National Director Jannine Jackson 
recently wrote on the FS role in Closing the 
Gap which

is to continuously learn the stories of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander people and to share 
them with others . . . Our Bush Chaplain 
program is about supporting, listening and 
developing that trust within remote and 
Indigenous communities, so that they can 
share these stories, and be open about what 
they need to move forward . . . We dream 
of an Australia where our First People are 
cared for and supported and have a mantle 
of safety, well-being and equal opportunity. 
As our governments work towards Closing 
the Gap, we will continue to do our bit on the 
ground – to be the people who knock on the 
door, take the time to listen to their needs 
and their stories, to offer a helping hand and 
to be of service.

Approaching the September Cliff
unitingcare.org.au/download/its-time-to-
create-a-new-normal/
Bronwyn Pike, Uniting VicTas CEO, recently 
spoke on the impact of the pandemic to the 
Senate Select Committee on COVID19.

Ms Pike said significant investment was 
needed in new social and affordable housing, 
boosting the JobSeeker payment by at least 
$185 per week and extending the payment 
to over one million people on temporary and 
bridging visas. . .
“We cannot return to the unacceptably low, 
pre-JobSeeker rate. We need to ensure there’s 
an adequate social safety net so everyone can 
live with dignity.
“During this pandemic we have seen people 
who have never before asked for emergency 
relief or housing support ask for our help. In 
some communities, homeless numbers have 
doubled, but we fear this is just scratching 
the surface.
“We have to all work together to ensure 
everyone in our society has housing security 
– a safe and secure roof over their heads. We 
can’t allow the gap between the rich and the 
poor to widen, so we must work together to 

address inequality to create a better society, 
a fairer society and one which puts the 
wellbeing of its most vulnerable at its core.”

Building Back Better
assembly.uca.org.au/news/item/3197-a-just-
recovery-post-covid-19

The Uniting Church 
Assembly and Uniting 
Justice Australia have 
released the document 
#Build back better: a just 
recovery post-COVID-19. 
The document refers 
to the Uniting Church’s 
Vision for a Just Australia 
and identifies twelve Key 
Actions for Rebuilding. 

JustAct Newsletters
justact.org.au
This Newsletter is published every two 
months by the Justice and International 
Mission Cluster of the Uniting Church in 
Victoria and Tasmania. It includes news 
items, campaign updates and social 
justice actions including letter writing. It 
is available free online and in hard copy. 
Highly recommended.

South Sydney Uniting Church
Link invited Dr Miriam Pepper to outline 
what is happening at her church. 
We have been holding a Sunday vigil space 
throughout the pandemic. We watch and 
pray for the day we can gather again. We 
do this in solidarity with those who are 
suffering, caring for the sick, mourning, or 
unable to connect via digital means, and 
with those most affected and isolated, 
including Victorians under strict lockdown.  
Through our community newspaper, the 
South Sydney Herald, and in other ways, 
we speak out in support of education for all, 
access to childcare and healthcare, housing 
and support services. We advocate for 
personal and political freedoms, for racial 
justice, for non-polluting and sustainable 
ways of life. We work to maintain 
connection across distance, providing 
pastoral care and expressing kindness in 
new ways.  Greetings to and prayers for 
friends at St John’s Elsternwick.
Peace Miriam

From the wider church
Snippets from the Uniting Church Australia-wide
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Date Day C Readings
2 August Pentecost 9 Genesis 32:22–31; Psalm 17:1–7, 15

Romans 9:1–5; Matthew 14:13–21

9 August Pentecost 10 Genesis 37: 1–4, 12-28; Psalm 105: 1–6, 16–22, 45b
Romans 10: 5–15; Matthew 14: 22–33

16 August Pentecost 11 Genesis 45:1–15; Psalm 133
Romans 11:1–2a, 29-32; Matthew 15: (10–20), 21–28

23 August Pentecost 12 Exodus 1: 8–2:10; Psalm 124
Romans 12: 1–8; Matthew 16: 13–20

30 August Pentecost 13 Exodus 3: 1–15; Psalm 105: 1–6, 23–26, 45b
Romans 12: 9–21; Matthew 16: 21–28

6 September Pentecost 14 Exodus: 12:1–14; Psalm 149
Romans 13: 8–14; Matthew 18: 15–20

13 September Pentecost 15 Exodus 14: 19–31; Psalm 114 or Exodus 15: 1b–11, 
20–21; Romans 14: 1–12; Matthew 18: 21–35

20 September Pentecost 16 Exodus 16: 2–15; Psalm 105:1–6, 37–45
Philippians 1:21–30; Matthew 20: 1–16

27 September Pentecost 17 Exodus 17:1–7; Psalm 78:1–4, 12–16
Philippians 2: 1–13; Matthew 21: 23–32

since added papers and magazines to our 
Tattersall’s business. 
I’m lucky to see some of the parishioners 
Geoff, Jane, John and Audrey on occasions. 
All seem to be keeping well and enjoying 
their spare time reading.
Keep well everyone!
Regards 
Ray Yates
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Lectionary
After Pentecost is a period of time that varies in length depending on whether Easter is early 
or late. In this period, the Church recalls its faith in the Holy Trinity. It seeks to relate its 
faith as a people of God to Christ’s mission in the world. It commences with Trinity Sunday 
and concludes with the feast of Christ the King on Sunday 22 November 2020.

Greetings
Hello everyone. Since the lockdown in March 
our business for many reasons has become 
busier. For which we are very appreciative 
and able to spend the working day in a very 
productive way. 
Our local newsagent closed just before 
the corona virus lockdown and we’ve 


