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And make us happy in the darting bird
That suddenly above the bees is heard,
The meteor that thrusts in with needle bill,
And off a blossom in mid-air stands still.
For this is love and nothing else is love, 
The which it is reserved for God above
To sanctify to what far ends He will,
But which it only needs that we fulfil.
Robert Frost (1874–1963)
I was struck by the line "The uncertain 
harvest" in Frost’s beautiful poem and 
thought of this waiting time of Lockdown 
and the experience of Spring. It seems that 
the blooming of life around us in Spring 
speaks of the promise of future harvest yet 
none of us knows yet what will the harvest 
be as we emerge from these days. Yet we 
do trust that there will be new life and 
God’s people will still be the church even if 
we practise being church in new ways.
The Scriptures invite us to contemplate 
the beauty around us, to be attentive, 
inspired, and grateful. Matthew Chapter 
six: verse 28, offers an invitation from 
Jesus’s teachings to “Consider the lilies of 
the field and the birds of the air” as icons 
to remind us not to worry, or be concerned 
about our lives and what will be provided. 
For there are signs all around us in creation 
to nourish our Spirits. In the book of Isaiah 
in the Hebrew Scriptures: we have the 
recurring phrase as a message from God: 
“See I make all things new” and surely the 
season of Spring epitomises this spiritual 
truth. 
Whatever the next season of life brings 
for us as a church let us keep the hope 
that we witness in Spring alive. For there 
is something new that will spring forth that 
can surprise and refresh our spirits.

Reverend Lynette Dungan

“The spring is sprung the 
grass is ris” so begins the 
short whimsical poem by 
Ogden Nash. It comes to 
mind as the Spring is upon 
us. For the spring sees the 
emergence of new life and 

greenery. The blossoms appear; the 
beautiful magnolia trees send out 
fragrance; the colorful yellows of daffodils 
break forth and so many birds sing and fly 
around drinking the nectar of the flowers 
which become like a smorgasbord of treats 
to taste and see. In my childhood memories 
of Spring I remember the almond trees' 
blossom and plum trees, as we had about 
five trees in our backyard and the confetti-
like blankets on the ground as the flowers 
fell after the wind had blown. 

The American poet Robert Frost linked the 
beauty of Spring to his belief in God:

A Prayer in Spring
Oh, give us pleasure in the flowers 
today;   
And give us not to think so far away
As the uncertain harvest; keep us here
All simply in the springing of the year.
Oh, give us pleasure in the orchard white,
Like nothing else by day, like ghosts by 
night;
And make us happy in the happy bees,
The swarm dilating round the perfect trees.



Blessings to you all in VicTas!
I am aware of how different the situation is 
for all of us, depending on where we are in 
VicTas. In Tasmania, we are experiencing 
relative freedom with physical gatherings 
starting to happen, while in Victoria, 
restrictions are continuing for a much longer 
time, especially for those in metropolitan 
Melbourne. The announcement last Sunday 
of Victoria’s roadmap to reopening from 
COVID restrictions has affected us in 
different ways.  It was more or less what 
was expected by some, while others had 
hoped for something very different.
I found myself remembering the gospel 
story of two disciples on the road to 
Emmaus, telling the stranger they met 
along the way of how their hopes for a 
redeemer had been completely dashed.

And that led me to reflect on the other 
gospel stories of Jesus appearing to his 
disciples after his resurrection. Jesus came 
to his disciples in small fearful groups 
inside locked rooms or on the beach. He 
came to them in twos or threes walking 
despondently along the road. He came to 
Mary, tearful and completely on her own, 
alone in a garden.

Jesus’ coming to them was not dependent 
on the size of the gathering.  And in coming 
to his disciples, wherever they were, he 
took away their fear. He brought them 
peace and sent them out with courage and 
hope, as witnesses to his love and bearers 
of the Spirit of God’s mercy.  Jesus gathered 
them into himself and made them into one 
community.

No matter our situation, Jesus continues 
to come to us, gathering us into one 
community.  We are gathered together, 
even when we are separated physically.  As 
we pray and worship God – whether with 
printed resources dropped at the door, 
worshipping online or gathering in small 
groups – we are one huge gathered family 
in Christ.

As we care for each other – whether by 

phone, email, written letter or Zoom – we 
are showing our love for each other, holding 
and upholding each other in Christ’s love. 
Whether packing food hampers for our local 
neighbourhood, advocating for increased 
resourcing for renewable energies, providing 
phone support for families through Uniting 
or personal care for elderly residents 
through Uniting AgeWell – we are a Church 
sharing the mercy and compassion of Christ 
for the world and people God loves.

As we face the challenges and heartaches of 
these times, we also know we are blessed 
by Christ through the gift of each other, 
and the many resources we can generously 
share with each other.

We are called by Jesus to be one community 
together through the times to come, drawing 
on the peace of Christ with us, holding each 
other in prayer and love, and sharing each 
other’s heartaches and delights.
May you be bearers of Christ’s compassion 
and peace to each other, and to the world 
God loves.

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit, be with you this day.

Reverend Denise Liersch
Moderator
10 September 2020
https://victas.uca.org.au/pastoral-letter-
from-the-moderator-2/

Birthdays
October
19 Ken Wallis 

November
10 Judith Schmidtke
19 Cathy Hill
21 Shane Dale

Pastoral Letter 
from the Moderator 
Synod of Victoria and Tasmania

Editors Andrea, Patricia and Geoff thank 
the contributors to this Link and Colin for 
his proofreading.

Link October–November 2020 page 2 of 15



Church Council 
September
In a first for St John’s Church Council, our 
latest meeting was held online using the 
Zoom tool on Wednesday 9 September 
2020. Five members were able to join 
online along with our Supply Minister 
Lynette Dungan, and Audrey Nelson linked 
in over the telephone. 
This was our first meeting since late June, 
though Cathy, Michael and Lynette have 
held fortnightly Zoom catch ups to follow 
up any urgent matters and discuss how 
supply ministry is going.
Key decisions and discussion points at the 
September meeting were as follows:
• Motion carried for the extension of 

Lynette Dungan’s Supply Ministry to 31 
December 2020;

• Lynette has been in contact with many 
members of the congregation checking 
to see how they are going during this 
time and having good conversations 
with them;

• Need to extend Lynette’s Permitted 
Worker Permit, which runs out on 
13 September 2020, to enable her to 
continue to attend the Church premises 
when needed, as well as conduct funerals 
and other ceremonies at other sites 
when requested – Synod subsequently 
contacted all congregations on 10 
September 2020 to facilitate extensions;

• Karel Reus has kindly continued to 
prepare the pastoral letter for the last 
Sundays of the month at least until the 
end of September 2020;

• The Anglican Catholic congregation did 
vacate the church area of the Kooyong 
Road site at the end of June 2020, and 
subsequently Cathy has been busily 
arranging for sale of pews and quotes 
for maintenance work required there;

• Synod has approved the three-year 
lease to the Caulfield South Community 
House from 1 January 2021 for the 
whole of the Kooyong Road site;

• Further information on Synod’s 
intentions with the Foster Street site 
and financial projections for different 
scenarios and outcomes for St John’s 
are expected by the end of this month;

• Discussions are continuing between 
St John’s and the Synod Legal Unit 
about how best to proceed to resolve 
the neighbouring synagogue boundary 
and signage issue;

• The Op Shop has remained closed 
during the COVID-19 lockdown period. 
Cathy Hill has been doing a good job 
in keeping in touch with volunteers who 
appear keen to get back to work;

• Direct bank transfers for offerings and 
continuation of some rental income, 
along with reduced expenditure during 
these past six months, has ensured the 
Church is going OK financially; and

• Synod has recently launched a Money 
for Mission program which Church 
Council will be looking into further over 
coming months.

The next meeting has been scheduled for 
Wednesday 14 October 2020.

Michael Forbes 
Secretary

Photo by Cathy
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Sign of 
the times

Eeyore’s (Lockdown) Lament
“Nobody tells me
Nobody keeps me informed
I make it seventeen days come
Friday since anybody spoke to me”.
The House at Pooh Corner



Pastoral Ministry, and Mission Development 
roles and a part-time Intergenerational 
Ministry. See Loddon-Mallee Presbytery
The River of Life Newsletter June 2020 at 
https://victas.uca.org.au/churches-faith/
presbyteries/loddon-mallee/

Murrumbeena UC celebrations
Closer to home, Murrumbeena Uniting 
recently celebrated their 130th anniversary. 
The first Presbyterian service was held on 
13 July 1890 in a disused hay and corn 
store. For more details of their fascinating 
history see the June-July issue of MUCMag 
Magazine available at https://www.
murrumbeenauniting.org.au/muc-mag

Recently published in August
• Crosslight https://crosslight.org.au/
• JustAct https://justact.org.au/
• Newsbeat https://ucappep.org/

newsbeat/

Crossroads Uniting Church Werribee
Link invited Robert 
Renton to outline what is 
happening at Crossroads 
Uniting Church in Werribee 
where Robert is the Church 
Council chairperson.

We’re a multicultural congregation of about 
200 members, usually housed in a church 
built in 1894 by Thomas Chirnside, but 
currently meeting only online each week for 
a 9.30 am service on Facebook, followed by 
a virtual morning tea live on Zoom. Once 
a month the service is broadcast live for 
communion, and we have our own bread 
and wine ready to participate together.
Our weekly newsletter, Connection, is put 
on line, but also distributed by hand to 
the members who don’t have the Internet 
connected – fortunately, this is only a small 
group of about a dozen people.
A team of people manage the pastoral care 
program with our new minister, Annetia 
Goldsmith – mainly via telephone, of course. 
When we’re not in Stage 4, the Geriatric 
Garden Club gets busy maintaining the 
grounds of the church and adjacent old 
manses (also 1894 for one) which are both 
heritage listed. Uniting Wyndham occupies 
the two old manses on site. Our Justice 
Task Group is also busy with social justice 
activities (in normal times, now on line).

From the wider church
Snippets from the Uniting Church Australia-wide
Uniting Church Getting Together
Uniting Church in Australia President, Dr 
Deidre Palmer, has organised online events 
at the beginning of October.
Being concerned at the virus impacts  on 
our community, Dr Palmer writes: “on 
the first weekend of October I will offer 
an opportunity for the Church to gather 
online at a series of webinars, to open up 
the conversation about God’s call to us in 
our everyday lives, as a ‘taster’ of the full 
Conference in April/May next year”.
Saturday 3 October will comprise three 
one-hour online webinars entitled Called 
by God, Every Member Ministry and Faith 
in Public Life. Worship will follow on the 
Sunday. Registration is free and made at
ht tps: / /un i t ing .church/pres idents-
conference-2020-webinar/

Faiths united to end nuclear weapons
The Uniting Church and the International 
Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons 
recently cohosted a virtual interfaith 
service to remember the devastation of the 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki bombings 75 years 
ago. A focus was on the International Treaty 
on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons 
which the Australian Government is yet to 
sign and ratify. Details including the service 
and other information are available at 
ht tps://assembly.uca.org.au/news/
item/3217-praying-to-overcome-nuclear-
weapons-forever

The changing church
The church is constantly evolving. In 
northern Victoria, the congregations of 
Swan Hill, Kerang/Murrabit, Cohuna, 
Pyramid Hill and Moulamein will form the 
new Mallee Rivers Cluster which will be 
served by three ministry positions: full-time 
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People of St John’s
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Our camera shows we at St John's are active in lockdown be it rug making, relaxing, enjoying 
the sun, catching up on the news, making masks, gardening (by Reverend Lynette) or 
supporting the Mighty Bombers. Photos courtesy of Patricia, Andrea, Ron and Geoff.



People of St John’s continued 
Keith Stodden is currently in Hammond 
Care in Kooyong Road after spells at the 
Alfred and Caulfield Hospitals. Fresh from 
celebrating his 89th birthday, he is well and 
taking things casually. Keith found Pastoral 
Newsletter 10's message on the earth as 
part of creation most relevant to today and 
that we need to be reminded of this.

Gary Elliott has been a 
busy fellow the past month. 
He has built a treehouse 
for the grandchildren in 
the front garden.

It is a two-storey affair 
with three means of access 

and a knotted rope, slide and fireman's 
pole on which to descend.
The penthouse is complete with a table and 
chairs, a lookout and a flagpole to raise 
the flag of Newfoundland. The permanent 
residents are three teddies, a snake and 
two owls.
In the lower apartment there is a work 
bench complete with vice, hammer, nails 
and a supply of wood scraps.
There is a pair of trapeze rings on which to 
exercise and a hookie board to play with.
Young Jack has requested a telescope so 
there's still more to come.

Alex

Len and Lois 
write: “We are 
in lockdown and 
cannot get out and 
have no visitors. 
Thinking of all 
our friends at St 
John’s and looking 
forward to when 
we meet again”.

Photo by Felice.

Denise Schemm has received an award 
for ten years service at the Royal Children's 
Hospital. She spends time with the children 
in the ward and is especially helpful as she 
can sign with the deaf children. Owing to 
the lockdown, Denise was unable to receive 
the award in person.
Our hearty congratulations, Denise.

Back from my adventure
by Hilarey Ranger

Hello to everybody who’s 
reading this in the Link!  
I’m not sure how many 
of you knew me before 
I disappeared into my 
unplanned adventure last 
March, but it’s almost six 
months later now and I’m 
finally home.

The misadventure started with me feeling 
more and more tired. I went to my GP 
on March 25, and thenwas to go to the 
Alfred for what was to be a specialist 
appointment. However, I never got there. 
Instead, I collapsed that night at home. 
I barely managed to press the personal 
alarm that I’d been persuaded to get, as an 

age pensioner with some health problems 
who was living alone.
The next thing I remember was waking 
up in the Royal Melbourne Hospital at the 
beginning of May. I won’t go into details 
of my medical problems and treatment, 
because I don’t remember  (or understand) 
them all myself. What I do know is that 
I’m profoundly grateful for the world-class 
medical treatment I’ve received here in 
Melbourne.  Without it, I wouldn’t be writing 
this today.
I was treated first in the Royal Melbourne, 
then at the Alfred, and finally at Caulfield.  
So now, after months of rehabilitation, I’m 
home.
I’ve been asked if the current restrictions 
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Rob and Jack 
in the treehouse



are difficult for me, but actually they’re 
not much different from being in hospital.  
Because of COVID-19, patients were 
separated as much as possible (social 
distancing) and very few, if any, visitors 
were allowed. It was often lonely. TV was 
our main, and usually only, entertainment 
and companion; the company that provides 
the rental  TVs very generously gave us 
viewing for free. And we all looked forward 
to meals, since these three hospitals all let 
us choose our own menus!
The nurses were friendly and helpful, but 
of course they couldn’t make up for the 
almost total lack of family and friends.
When I first went to hospital, nobody knew 
who I was – all my ID had been in my 
handbag, which was left behind in my flat.  
But I’m extremely grateful to everyone 
who managed to track me down and get in 
touch.
I want to say thanks to everyone who 
prayed for me – yes, I’m sure it makes a 
huge difference! – and sent cards and made 
phone calls.  I particularly want to thank 
Karel Reus and Lynette Dungan for their 
Pastoral letters, and Geoff, who forwarded 
them to me while I didn’t have access to 
email. And I’m also so very grateful that 
I received pastoral care while in each 
hospital. It really lifted my spirit.
I wish I could say I’ll see you all again 
soon, but of course that is unlikely until 
the current restrictions are lifted. Instead 
I’ll be staying home, cleaning the flat and 
sorting out my possessions, and catching 
up by phone and email. And hopefully I’m 
going to figure out how Zoom and Skype 
work!  
But in the meantime, thank you all again!  
And I’m praying for God’s will for the best 
for us all.

Hilarey

Helping 
Refugees
Until the COVID arrived, St John's 
collected groceries to assist refugees. 
The goods were left in the East Room and 
transported to Elwood Community House.
This is not possible during lockdown as 
many services have been disrupted. 

Refugees receive no financial 
support and rely on donations 

from others. However, the needs 
of refugees continue and are 

increasing.
You can continue to help through 

donation of goods or money for use 
by Friends of Refugees

https://friendsofrefugees.org.au/ 
Donating Goods
You can leave goods at the home of 
Alex Elliott at 12 Burrindi Road, South 
Caulfield. Phone ahead before you go. 
Alex can be contacted at 0412 513 239.

Donating money
You can donate online using a Coles Group Gift 
Card at https://www.giftcards.com.au/
Choose Coles Gift Card and follow the following 
prompts.
• Search for COLES DIGITAL VOUCHERS
• Click GIFT CARDS COLES GROUP
• Select VALUE ($10, $20, $50, $100 OR 

OTHER) and TYPE OF CARD..'DIGITAL'
• Select QUANTITY
• Write a message in square, e.g. "from 

Robin Rehn", etc.
• Press ADD TO CART
• Press CHECK OUT
• Add BILLING ADDRESS (sender's address)
• Select  tick square marked 

I CONFIRM,ETC.
• Press NEXT STEP
• Add name of person you will send 

vouchers to (Sri Samy) plus their EMAIL 
ADDRESS (sri.samy@for.org.au)

• Then your CARD DETAILS
• Then you will look on your mobile phone 

for a net code.
When you have typed this in, the process will 
be finalised, and the recipient will receive the 
digital vouchers within four hours. You will 
receive an email shortly after completing this 
task from Coles. 
• Send an email to Sri Samy at Friends of 

Refugees letting her know the good news:
sri.samy@for.org.au 

Contact Alex with questions
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Photo 
by Jane



Working from home – 1
by Michael Forbes
My working from home experience 
commenced on Thursday 19 March 2020. 
Our daughter Alice and son-in-law David 
had returned from a holiday in the USA the 
day before and been picked up at the airport 
by Angela. When they were not feeling 
well the next day and had COVID-19 tests, 
Angela and I decided to work from home 
until results were known. Fortunately it 
was a negative result but six months later 
I am still working from home.
How does working from home work?
My employer (the Victorian Government 
Department of Treasury and Finance) 
had fortunately put in place a number of 
arrangements to support flexible work 
arrangements (including occasional 
working from home generally on an as 
needed basis than regular schedule) in the 
previous twelve months. 
Most staff including me were already set up 
with a Surface Pro (small, light, portable 
computer) from which we can connect to 
the Department’s email system, intranet 
and document management system from 
anywhere where internet access is available. 
Skype for Business had been installed on 
our Surface Pro too which enabled online 
meetings to occur. In recent months 
Microsoft Teams has replaced Skype for 
Business as the online meeting tool.
My working day sees me sitting on an 
office chair at our back area dining table, 
enjoying a view of our back garden and 
side fernery. Angela prefers to work in our 
study at her desk there. Our working day 
normally commences by about 9.15am 
as neither of us are early morning risers. 
Before starting work I walk our dog Monte 
(a three year old spoodle) who then sits 
on one of our couches and watches me for 
much of the day. We have had to develop 
various strategies recently to reduce 

Monte’s anxiety when we are not around, 
which has been one of the outcomes from 
this change of working arrangements.
My work in the Strategic Sourcing Branch 
involves a mix of tasks primarily associated 
with supporting the Victorian Government 
Purchasing Board (VGPB) in carrying out 
its oversight role in goods and services 
procurement by Victorian Departments, 
and some time-limited projects. 
A typical day can include activities such 
as reviewing information submitted by 
departments to the VGPB, communicating 
by phone or email with colleagues or staff in 
other Government agencies about various 
matters, participation in online meetings, 
drafting letters, memoranda and reports, 
and drafting briefings for the Assistant 
Treasurer.
What do I miss and what do I not miss?
The major benefit of working from home has 
been the time saved and greater peace of 
mind from not commuting on the suburban 
train network. Saving at least two hours 
of travel time which is often characterised 
by cancelled or delayed trains, crowded 
platforms and carriages, and confusing 
or non-existent announcements, plus 
occasional obnoxious fellow travellers, has 
not been missed!
The greatest drawbacks have been the lack 
of spontaneous/surprise encounters and 
conversations with colleagues in the office, 
and the similarities between each work day 
termed by some people as ‘groundhog day’ 
meaning what happens on one day just 
appears to be repeated every day.
Where to from here?
It has been a positive experience overall. 
My hope for the future is to be able to 
combine two days working from home, and 
three days in the office in a typical working 
week.

My home 
office and 
work office
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When we saw COVID-19's severity, we 
decided to close our doors on 22 March for 
the safety of our students and teachers.
At the time, we thought it would be for a 
few weeks so we began to organise online 
classes. This meant many meetings with 
my teachers trying to learn how to operate 
and work with Zoom etc. After many audio 
and Internet hiccups, we finally managed 
to get our classes working with many 
teachers choosing to work from the dance 
studio, others from home.
Most students responded and coped 
reasonably well but some were not prepared 
to try and decided to wait until we returned 
to the studio and gym. We have still not 
seen these students. The problem for many 
was they had no room at home to do their 
lessons, many struggling in their bedrooms 
or in a tiny loungeroom.
Six months later we are still on Zoom.  
The first lockdown was difficult but we 
convinced the students it was beneficial 
for their physical and mental health plus, 
and equally important, it kept them in 
contact with their fellow students. By the 
second lockdown most had resigned to 
doing classes on Zoom but the change to 
Stage 4 saw many students drop off and 
stop coming online. Teachers and coaches 
started trying to come up with new ideas 
– baking lessons, guest teachers from the 
US, trivia nights, messy games, theme 
weeks, anything we could come up with.
The other carrot we dangled were Term 4 
competitions for which we needed to be 
ready to go back to the studio and gym. That 
then changed to online competitions. So 
OK, we can do this as we should be back in 
the studio and gym by November so we will 
be able to film our performance from there.   
However with Andrews Government's latest 
6 September announcement, we no longer 
can participate in the Nationals.
This has been devastating for our Cheer 
athletes who were planning to go to the 

Gold Coast, with accommodation and 
airfares booked in advance; these had to 
be cancelled, many families losing money.
Our Cheer athletes have been doing 
conditioning online to keep their strength 
up. The main elements of Cheer, however, 
are tumbling and stunting which needs to 
be done in the gym. Not being able to do 
this we are now seeing many of our Cheer 
athletes give up. Our Cheer coaches are 
drained and struggling and I am trying to 
support them with suggestions and ideas.
Most Dance students have continued 
although we lost most of our Tiny Tot 
students.  We cancelled our Theatre booking 
for the end of year concert but we will still 
try to do some kind of performance in our 
studio in December. For our Cheer kids we 
are worried and just hope that we can do a 
Showcase of some sort in our gym.   
It's been difficult financially as we have 
had to reduce our timetable which results 
in reduced fees and reduced hours for 
teachers and coaches. Trying to keep 
rent up with two leased buildings has also 
been a worry but Ewing Uniting Church 
in Malvern East, from whom we lease our 
dance studio, has been extremely helpful 
and supportive giving us three month's 
free rent. For this we are very grateful. The 
rent is not cheap for our Cheer gym, which 
is a very big warehouse filled with gym 
equipment and performance floor. We have 
managed to get some reduction, but that 
deal runs out in September.
Apart from the financial worry, my concerns 
are for our students. They should not have 
had to go through this.  Most are too young 
to fully understand and I worry for their 
mental health and how this will affect them 
in the future. Our Year 12 students have 
really struggled and, although they have 
tried to continue, only a couple are still 
doing the classes which they find helpful in 
giving them a break from studies.
We will continue to be there for our students 
to help them through this in whatever way, 
just so they have a chance to see each 
other and communicate in whatever way 
they can.  I know we will all get through 
this but at what cost?

Gaynor Maxwell, Director
www.thejazzcentre.com.au

Working from home – 2
by Gaynor Maxwell
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Gaynor Maxwell and Adrian Anderson are part 
of our congregation. Gaynor, who runs the Jazz 
Centre Performing Arts School & Victorian State 
Cheerleaders, outlines many issues teachers and 
students face in the COVID lockdown and online 
teaching.



Dear friends at St John's
I have recently returned from a Virtual 
holiday in Kalbarri in Western Australia. 
My daughter Kathy and son-in-law David 
live in Perth and have no travel restrictions 
in WA. They decided to go to Kalbarri, a 
beautiful coastal area 590 kilometres north 
of Perth. I was able to travel by iPhone for 
the journey.
Having travelled in the area several years 
ago, this gave me an opportunity to visit 
that area again. We had several stops 
on the way and drove through wildflower 
areas with windswept trees bent over by 
the strong winds from the Indian Ocean.
We visited the Pinnacle Desert consisting 
of thousands of limestone pillars up to four 
metres high steep edged and others looking 
like tombstones. We arrived at Geraldton, 
which is a very interesting town. There, 
we visited the memorial for those who lost 
their lives when the HMAS Sydney was 
sunk in the Indian Ocean during World War 
2. The memorials contain the names of all 
lost on the ship.
Leaving Geraldton, we waited at the level 
crossing whilst a very long train carrying 
iron ore from Mt Magnet to wharves in 
Geraldton, to go overseas, passed us by. 
Then we moved on northwards to Kalbarri.
Kalbarri is a lovely unspoilt coastal town 
situated at the mouth of the Murchison 
River and a wonderful opportunity to view 
the beautiful nature of that area. 
Steep cliffs overlook the ocean and many 
walking tracks are there for people to 
enjoy. At this time of the year, the area 
has wildflowers that come out of the bush 
creating amazing colour. The tracks are 
narrow, well marked and lead to lovely 
vistas overlooking the ocean and Murchison 
Gorge.
The Murchison River winds 80 kilometres 
through the Kalbarri National Park and 
consists of deep horizontal bands of 
multicoloured sands formed 400 million 
years ago. There are many walking tracks 
winding around the park and down to the 
river bank. One particular track called “the 
loop” starts from a rock which is called 
Nature’s Window, an opening with a view 

right down the gorge . . . a spectacular view 
and a wonderful place to see the sunrise.
Each day we did different walks and the 
weather was kind to us. One evening we 
watched the sunset over the cliffs looking 
across the Indian Ocean. Photos of the 
walk and scenery were included daily on 
my iPhone and each evening Kathy and I 
talked about the beautiful walks they had 
each day. It is an inspirational area with 
the beautiful tracks and wildflowers.
Returning back to reality, I opened my 
photo album and found that John and I did 
a similar trip in 1998 . . . 22 years ago. We 
looked so fit, well and active but on this 
virtual trip I now had the comfort of sitting 
in my armchair following Kathy and David’s 
trip. It brought back many happy memories 
for me.

Pam

My virtual tour to WA
by Pam Vial
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A daily prayer
Dear Lord,
So far today, I am doing all right. I have 
not gossiped, lost my temper, been greedy,  
grumpy, nasty, selfish, or self indulgent. I 
have not whined, bitched, cursed or eaten 
any chocolate. I have not charged my credit 
card.
However, I am going to get out of bed in 
a few minutes and I will need a lot of help 
after that. 

Amen

Murchison Gorge near Kalbarri



James Leal Coyle married 
late. He was 46 when 
he married my English 
grandmother, who was 31. 
She worked in a florist  and 
he, a successful Dublin 
businessman, used to buy 

flowers from her for his Ladies’ Mantle 
shop.
They had four children in six years: 
Noreen, Jack and Jill (twins) and James. 
My father Jack was christened quickly as 
he wasn’t expected to live (he did) and 
of course his twin, Vera Edith, had to be 
known as Jill, as she was all her life.
When my father was two, in 1918, James 
senior caught what was thought to be a 
cold and two weeks later he was dead 
from the Spanish Flu, leaving a widow with 
four children under six and no experience 
of managing a business. 
A manager was installed, who swindled 
the grieving widow, so the business had 
to be sold and the family moved out of 
their large home in Dun Laioriagh into a 
smaller home on the cliffs at Craig Dhu. 
Eventually they migrated to Melbourne. 
But that’s another story.
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My daughters have been researching our 
family history of Tuck, my mother's maiden 
name.
They found that their great-great-great 
grandfather Thomas Tuck owned a Bun 
House  in Mare Street, Hackney, London 
and their great-great-grandfather owned 
a Bun Shop in Duncan Place, London circa 
1840s.
Tucker derives not from Australian sources 
but from 18th century English slang word, 
tuck, which has survived in Britain and 
Commonwealth countries, including India, 
South Africa and New Zealand.
Two early references to tuck are John 
Badcock's slang A dictionary of the Turf 
(1823) and Thomas Hughes’ Tom Brown’s 
School Days (1857), the latter describing 
life at Rugby School has a mention of Tuck.
The origin of tuck is a family of shopkeepers 
in England in the late 18th and early 19th 
centuries including Thomas Tuck House in 
the 1780s in the university city of Norwich 
in the UK.
In 1820, William Joseph Tuck was a 
confectioner in Duncan Place, Hackney, 
just outside London while his son Thomas 
James Tuck is identified in 1846 as a baker.
So we assume that young gentlemen in 
the boarding schools of England such as 
Rugby and Harrow (not famous for their 
food) bought food packages from Tuck’s in 
London and nicknamed the food TUCK.  The 
word took off and was adopted by countries 
in the Commonwealth, hence tuck shops 
was in widespread use.
But Australia has a much stronger 
connection with tuck.  Thomas James Tuck 
and his brother William Fredrick Tuck left 

The origin of tuck shops
by Moira Baulch

England and migrated to Australia in the 
mid 1800s probably to take advantage of 
the Victorian gold rush.
William opened a confectionery shop and 
Thomas a similar shop in the goldfields.
A painting in the National Library of Australia 
by Augustus Baker Pearce, The  Myers 
Creek rush near Sandhurst, Victoria shows 
the shop with T. J. Tuck & Sons shown over 
the door. So tuck becomes a word used 
in the boarding schools of England and 
tucker is used by the less genteel diggers 
of Victorian goldfields.

Another 
pandemic
by Andrea Casey
A recent Link article outlined the impact that the 
1919 Spanish Influenza pandemic had on Melbourne 
churches. Andrea here outlines the pandemic’s 
impact on her family in Ireland.

The Myers Creek rush near Sandhurst, Victoria.
National Library of Australia
PIC Drawer 6150 #T2243 NK 201
www.nla.gov.au



Our Level 4 Lockdown window display has 
some COVID elements including a lab coat 
and stethoscope and framed police picture 
with notes of thanks to our health care 
heroes and local police.
The AFL theme was set up to mark the 
resumption of the season interstate.
The blue dinosaur       has already found a 
new forever home!
The beautiful 1950s vintage Silver Cross 
Pram has been a talking point and a number 
of enquiries have been made regarding its 
purchase.

PS. All going well, we are looking forward 
to a Halloween 2020 Op Shop reopening 
and amazing window display!
We also look forward to catching up for all 
the birthdays and cake(s) we have missed 
during lockdown – some serious baking is 
required!

Warmest Regards 
Cathy Hill on behalf of 
the St John’s UC Op Shop

A big heartfelt Hello and Happy Spring 
from the St John’s UC Op Shop Community 
to all!
Our little shop entered a second round of 
hibernation, in line with COVID lockdown 
Guidelines, in the second week of July.
Our amazing volunteer team, many of 
our regular contributors, customers and 
friends, affectionately known as our op 
shop family, have been keeping in touch 
via phone calls, SMS, Facebook and 
Instagram.
Below is a selection of responses from a 
recent series of questions put to our op 
shop family:

I've been thriving/passing time/ 
surviving lockdown by . . .
Overwhelmingly the answers have come in 
as cooking (eating too much!), gardening, 
walking, reading and wondering where the 
time in the day actually goes!

I can't wait to get back to St John's 
Op Shop and . . .
Volunteer! Do something more with my 
time! Catch up with everyone! Shop! 
Donate! Sit in the front window with Betty 
as real models!
Moya xx

My favourite Op Shop memory is . . .
When the bric-a-brac have dialogues with 
me in my head as l consider a purchase. It 
says buy me buy me!   
Lee/Creative Lee 

Terry doing another great window display 
for Halloween 2019, it does him proud :) 
Alli g. x

Cooking for couples is my favourite memory. 
John

Op Shop Update
by Cathy Hill
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Remembering 
St John’s Tennis Club

St John's Presbyterian Church was 
established in 1887 when the current 
wooden hall was built. Over the next thirty 
years, the brick church, Sunday School and 
asphalt tennis courts were added.
Over the years, maintenance of these 
facilities required work of dedicated 
individuals to mow the grass, tend to the 
courts and building repairs. However, it 
was often left to a few as revealed in 1975 
when Secretary Mrs Lake thanked Messrs 
Withers and Forsyth for their work and 
asked that  "we would like every player to 
assist us and not leave it to the usual few 
to do all the work".1

Maintenance also required money and 
fundraising has been a feature of the Club. 
In the 1930s for example, activities included 
a dance at Elwood's  Maison de Luxe, a 
picture night at the Regent Theatre, tennis 
tournaments and Krazy Whist Night.2

In 1962, the asphalt courts were replaced 
by en-tout-cas with the £900 financed from 
Club monies, and a bank loan which Club 
members aimed to repay over five years.3 
The new courts attracted new players.4

Tennis has been the Club's focus with 
teams entered at different times in the 
Presbyterian Association and the South 
Suburban Churches Tennis Association. 
Results ranged from the unbeaten run by 

The recent congregation decision to sell the tennis courts brings to a close over one hundred years 
of tennis. With the help of Club members Pauline Carlin, John Graydon and Ewan Withers, this article 
looks back at the people and events of the one hundred and eight year old Club, regretfully the last 
local neighbourhood club in Elsternwick. 

B Grade No 1 team in 1938–1939 to the 
observation the "not very good results 
will stand the team in good stead for the 
coming summer season".5

Matches required transport. In earlier times, 
playing at home saw players walking from 
home or cycling with afternoon tea in hand, 
hoping the date scones will not morph into 
crumbs or the egg sandwiches scramble. 
Away teams involved cars and drivers and 
Pauline remembers "three men and three 
girls" piling into George's Austin A40.
Matches were sometimes suspended as in 
World War 1 when club members enlisted 
and the 1915 competition was "abandoned 
for the year".6

Tennis clubs are not without their 
controversies. A 1918 move to include 
non-members was, for example, rejected 
by the Session while in 1970, that same 
body defined conditions for the Sunday 
court use.7 The Session also wished to 
make clear "the Supremacy of Session in 
matters of interpretation".8

Ewan observes the number of teams has 
fallen to one today, the courts are used 
socially by local families, and "we continue 
with our Christmas barbecue where we are 
able to catch up with past members". A 
century of tennis, fun and fellowship will 
shortly come to an end.

Geoff
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Left: 1950s group with Mrs 
Daniel on seat and George 
Carlin 2nd left and 4th left 
the future Mrs Carlin.
Right: 2005–2006 Premiers 
and their pennant (below).
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I recently read a book called The Mandibles 
which was interesting. It is an apocalypse 
novel; but not your normal apocalypse.  
This is a story about a debt crisis which 
results in the collapse of the economy in 
the US.  It was a bit surreal reading the 
book about a societal collapse  whilst 
in lockdown.  The comparison of fiction 
versus the bizarre situation in which we are 
currently living added another dimension 
to the experience.  One of the interesting 
parallels between fact and fiction was the 
description of what happens to the welfare 
system. 
The story follows the impact of the 
financial collapse on a particular family 
– the Mandibles of whom there are four 
generations.  The long lived patriarch 
has amassed a small fortune which the 
subsequent generations are hoping to 
inherit.  The majority of the story covers 
the years from 2029 to 2032 setting up the 
characters and their circumstances, moving 
through the financial collapse and how it 
impacts each of the generations.  There's 
then a bit of a jump to 2047 and then what 
I felt, comes as a bit of a speedy conclusion 
to the story.  Still, it was an interesting 
read, especially in the current times and 
2029 is not really all that far away.

Lee 

Book review
Lionel Shriver
The Mandibles: 
a family 2029-2047 
Harper Collins 2016
ISBN 978006232828

Today we mourn the sad passing of a beloved 
old friend, Common Sense, who has been 
with us for many years. No one knows for 
sure how old he was since his birth records 
were long ago lost in bureaucratic red tape.
He will be remembered as having cultivated 
such valuable lessons as knowing when to 
come in out of the rain, why the early bird 

The passing 
of common 
sense

catches the worm, life isn’t  always fair, and 
maybe it was my fault.
Common Sense lived by simple, sound 
financial policies (don’t spend more than 
you earn), and reliable parenting strategies 
(adults, not children, are in charge).
His health began to deteriorate rapidly 
when well intentioned but overbearing 
regulations were set in place.
Reports of a six year old boy charged with 
sexual harassment for kissing a classmate; 
teens suspended from school for using 
mouthwash after lunch; and a teacher fired 
for reprimanding an unruly student, only 
worsened the condition.
Common Sense lost ground when parents 
attacked teachers for doing the job that 
they failed to do in disciplining their unruly 
children. It declined even further when 
schools were required to get parental 
consent to administer Panadol , sunscreen,or 
a band aid to a student; but, could not 
inform the parents when a student became 
pregnant and wanted to have an abortion.
Common Sense lost the will to live as the 
Ten Commandments became contraband; 
churches became businesses; and criminals 
received better treatment than their 
victims.
Common Sense took a beating when you 
couldn’t defend yourself from a burglar in 
your own home and the burglar can sue 
you for assault.
Common Sense finally gave up the will to 
live, after a woman failed to realise that 
a steaming cup of coffee was hot. She 
spilled a little in her lap, and was promptly 
awarded a huge settlement.
Common Sense was preceded in death 
by his parents, Truth and Trust; his wife, 
Discretion; his daughter, Responsibility; 
and his son, Reason. He is survived by 
three stepbrothers; I Know My Own Rights, 
Someone Else Is To Blame, and I’m A 
Victim.
Not many attended the funeral because so 
few knew he was gone. If you remember 
him, pass this on. If not, join the majority 
and do nothing.

Author unknown
Contributed by Patricia



Date Day C Readings
4 October Pentecost 18 Exodus 20: 1–4, 7–9, 12-20; Psalm 19

Philippians 3:4b–14; Matthew 21:33–46

11 October Pentecost 19 Exodus 32: 1–14; Psalm 106: 1–6, 19–23
Philippians 4:1–9; Matthew 22: 1–14 

18 October Pentecost 20 Exodus 33: 12–23; Psalm 99
1 Thessalonians 1:1–10; Matthew 22:15–22

25 October Pentecost 21 Deuteronomy 34: 1–12; Psalm 90: 1–6, 13–17
1 Thessalonians 2: 1–8; Matthew 22: 34–46

1 November Pentecost 22 Joshua 3:7–17; Psalm 107: 1–7, 33–37
1 Thessalonians 2: 9–13; Matthew 23: 1–12

8 November Pentecost 23 Joshua 24:1–3a, 14–25; Psalm 78:1–7
1 Thessalonians 4: 13–18; Matthew 25: 1–13

15 November Pentecost 24 Judges 4:1–7; Psalm 123
1 Thessalonians 5: 1–11; Matthew 25: 14–30

22 November Pentecost 25 Ezekiel 34: 11–16, 20-24; Psalm 100
Ephesians 1: 15–23; Matthew 25: 31–46

29 November Advent 1 Isaiah 64:1–9; Psalm 80: 1–7, 17–19
1 Corinthians 1: 3–9; Mark 13:24–37

Lectionary
After Pentecost is a period of time that varies in length depending on whether Easter 
is early or late. In this period, the Church recalls its faith in the Holy Trinity. It seeks to 
relate its faith as a people of God to Christ’s mission in the world. It commences with 
Trinity Sunday and concludes with the feast of Christ the King on Sunday 22 November 
2020. Advent is a season of preparation, beginning on the fourth Sunday before 
Christmas, when the Church recalls its hope and expectation in the coming of Christ, 
past, present and future.

Church Calendar 
from the Revised Lectionary
1 November 2020: All Saints Day
This day allows us to remember together 
our loved ones, especially those who died 
in the previous year, as well as being a time 
to recall names, contributions and events 
in the ordinary cycle of life. On All Saints, 
congregations may consider both notable 
people and “unknown and ordinary saints 
who have built up the faith in their local 
community”.1

Readings and selected TIS hymns
Revelations 7:9–17; Psalm 34:1–10, 22; 
1 John 3:1–3; Matthew 5:1–12.
• 347 We sing the praise of him who died;
• 470 Rejoice in God’s saints, today.
1 R. Gribble, Saints under the Southern Cross in 
Australia. In S. Burns & A. Munro Eds, Christian 
worship in Australia: Inculturating the liturgical 
tradition, Strathfield, 2009.
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22 November 2020: Reign of Christ 
Day or Christ the King Day
Reign of Christ Day is celebrated on the last 
Sunday of the Church Year before Advent 
starts on the following Sunday. The day 
was established by Pope Pius IX in 1925 
because people then “thrust Jesus Christ 
and his holy law out of their lives [so that] 
these had no place in public affairs or in 
politics”.2

Readings and selected TIS hymns
Ezekiel 34:11–16, 20–24; Psalm 100; 
Ephesians 1:15–23; Matthew 25:31–46.
• 99 God we praise you, God we bless you
• 201 King of glory, King of peace
• 216 Rejoice the Lord is King.
2 Quas Primus Encyclical, 11 December 1925.
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