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Christmas Greetings.
Have a Healthy and
Fulfilling 2021

Connecting the people of St John’s Elsterwwick

A new season

I have been pondering the
significance
of
the
extended
lockdown we have all experienced
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
Particularly, in the light of recent
events in the American elections and beyond
in countries who have not taken preventative
measures or have taken these some time after
virus cases had climbed. There has been much
unrest, uncertainty and even violence and
inhumanity towards one another.
It seems like the landscape of the world has
changed as the way we once lived and socialised
radically shifted. My daughter says she will
recite the stories of this time in the future to
baby Sophia telling her about how she was
born into a time when hospitals limited visitors
and you stayed at home for months unable to
visit friends and family members so as to limit
social contacts and inhibit the spread of the
COVID-19 virus.
Yet I have found some comfort to hear in the
President-elect Joe Biden’s speech where he
referred to the familiar passage in Ecclesiastes
chapter three and talked of healing: “The Bible
tells us that to everything there is a season —
a time to build, a time to reap, a time to sow.
And a time to heal”.
Is there opportunity in this new time that we
might begin afresh and work toward healing,
healing in the ways we treat one another,
healing in the ways we interact with creation,
healing between First and Second peoples?
For if this season has taught us anything it is
that we are interdependent not independent of
each other.
Can we imagine a world where peaceful, coexistence with those we differ from can happen
in our history? A good friend of ours in America
is a minister of religion who caught and
recovered from the COVID-19 virus. In a time
of discernment while facing a life-threatening
illness, he has felt a call to minister in a church
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in Portland. If you have been watching the
news Portland has seen much violence in the
streets between different factional groups,
where the home guard was called in and many
good people were arrested or injured. Our
friend who is a gentle person is going into this
ministry call seeking to be a pastoral presence
and an agent of reconciliation in the Portland
community.
I hope in this season as we re-emerge into
ways of being present with each other that
we can pay attention to caring for those we
might have had differences with in the past or
those who are different from us. And we might
ponder what in this time God is inviting us to
attend to.
I notice in the past week the change of seasons
in the garden with sunny days and more people
out in parks and gardens with their families.
And now people are seen enjoying eating in
outside venues together.
Let us pray for and feel the warmth of these
days, of renewed yet less anxious community
times, and let us join the prayers of those
around the world seeking healing, physically,
spiritually, emotionally, politically and socially
in the communities they and we live in, in the
church, in the nations.
This is a new season, and we might need to
see things in new ways. The English writer
G. K. Chesterton once remarked that our
regular spiritual and psychological task is
to learn to look at things familiar until they
become unfamiliar again (see G. K. Chesterton,
The Everlasting Man, London: Angelico Press,
1925, pp. 26–28).
So may this be our task as we seek to see others
as God’s beloved children, blessed and in need
of reconciliation and forgiveness (like us) and
seek to see and act towards safe communities
where peace and healing are possible as Christ
taught and lived.
Reverend Lynette Dungan

CHURCH OFFICE
567 Glen Huntly Road, Elsternwick 3185
PO Box 4068, Hopetoun Gardens 3162
Hall Bookings: stjohn.elsternwick.hallbooking@ucappep.net
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Where is God?

by Reverend Jennie Gordon

Has God abandoned the farm?
The gate hangs open and the dogs
are left to look after themselves.
Where is God?
We have an online gathering each
week on Zoom, where anyone
from the Uniting Churches across
Gippsland can share what’s been
going on. This question came with
five minutes left of the meeting:
“When people ask me, ‘Where is
God in this COVID situation?’ and
‘Why would God let this global
pandemic happen?’, what can I
say?” The meeting ran on a little
longer than usual. It’s a big and
important question, raising issues
around how we understand the
nature of God, our relationship
with God and the reality of human
suffering. There’s no way you
can do it justice in 600 words but
here goes! I’ve gleaned thoughts
from some of the responses of my
colleagues.
To find your answer, it’s helpful to
begin with thinking about who God

Birthdays

December
31 Pam Vial

January
8 Moira Baulch
18 Lois Lowsby
29 Audrey Nelson

Reverend Jennie Gordon is
Pastoral and Strategic Resource Minister
with the Gippsland Presbytery.

is. The God that I know, through the ancient texts, the
stories of Jesus and in my life experience, is a God who
walks with us, even ‘through the valley of the shadow
of death’ (Psalm 23). God is our Spirit companion.
Companion literally means ‘to break bread with’. This
Spirit was present in this land we call Australia, long,
long before anyone arrived with a Bible in their hand.
This Spirit is present to us in all our life adventures and
is the source of unimaginable love, the creative force
beneath all that was, all that is and all that will be.
What’s the connection, the relationship, between God
and us? For me, God’s presence does not rely on our
goodness, or otherwise. This unconditional love does
not keep a score of our mistakes and the hurt we inflict
on ourselves or others, nor of our shining deeds. God
reaches for us constantly, longing to connect, waiting for
us to stop still enough to notice and be found, comforted,
inspired, challenged and to know a deeper peace.
Why all this pain? It’s interesting, isn’t it, that we ask
these questions only when something directly impacts
on our lives. There is so much suffering in the world,
constantly, but it’s only when we see it close up and it
impacts on us, that we wonder why. I do not believe that
we are being punished, that doesn’t fit with the God I
know. I do not believe that God wants us to suffer. I do
not believe that somehow, we deserve whatever grief
or gladness is upon us. I do believe, however, that God
weeps with us, and is present in our distress. We have
free will and we make choices, but we do not control our
lives or the life around us. It unfolds, as is the nature of
life. Suffering and death are an inevitable part of life, as
are delight and beauty. Love has a cost, and that cost is
the pain of parting.
No, in my understanding, God has not left the farm and
let it go to the dogs. Where is God? God is with us,
present in the struggles through drought, fires, floods,
this pandemic and whatever else has come your way
this year. In the kindness of strangers and the intimacy
of loved ones, in the fight to save the planet and the
scent of blossom, in the cries for justice and the hearts
of peacemakers, in the gifts of artists and the ancient
writings, God is with us. Maybe the farmer just left the
gate open to let the sheep into the next paddock.
Reproduced with permission of the author.
Source: https://greaterfarthantongueorpen.wordpress.com/

Thank you and an invitation
Editors Andrea, Patricia and Geoff thank the
contributors to this Link and Colin for his proof
reading. The next Link deadline is Sunday 10 January
2021. Please send your contributions to
gkp@netspace.net.au
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Welcome Zoe!

Our Forbes family was blessed with the
birth of Zoe Anne Goudie on Thursday 17
September 2020. Zoe is the first child for
our daughter Alice and her husband David,
the first grandchild for both Angela and I and
David’s parents, and the first great grandchild
for my parents Cath and Duncan.
Zoe is thriving and is a very alert youngster
who is engaging and watchful of what is
happening around her.
The COVID-19 restrictions have meant that
to date Zoe has not met many members
of her extended family. Angela and I have
however managed to spend time with our
granddaughter on several occasions and
provide company or a much needed rest
break for Alice since David returned to work.

This has primarily occurred on a weekday
for an hour or two in mid to late afternoon.
Generally it has involved walking around
the local Glenroy-Oak Park neighbourhood
with Zoe in her pram and usually asleep. A
letter from Alice’s Doctor has enabled this to
happen.
It will be wonderful to be able to enjoy family
gatherings in the coming weeks and months
where I am sure Zoe will be the centre of
attention and everyone will appreciate a
cuddle with her. Whilst the Tiny Beans app
has enabled regular photos and videos of Zoe
to be shared with family members online, it
is definitely not the same as personal faceto-face contact.
Michael

A Christmas message
I saw Him in the streets today,
A heavy load He bore,
And yet, He walked with Joyous tread,
And halted, at the door.
And on His head , a crown He wore
Of diamonds – not of thorns.
A diadem of stars, just like the
Stars when He was born.
To the poor – the aged – the sick He came,
And brought a gift to all.
Just as the Wise Men long ago
Brought presents to His stall.
And lo! Upon His countenance
There shone a radiant light
And three gems – Faith – and Hope – and Love
Shone from His mantle bright.
Faith for us to build upon
And blessed charity,
And hope, that peace shall light our way
Through all eternity.
Author Unknown
From Patricia
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Ministry of flowers

Christmas
Rose

From Patricia

Church Council in November

St John’s Church Council held its second
online meeting for the year on 14 October
2020. Six members joined in the meeting
along with our Supply Minister Lynette
Dungan.
Key decisions and discussion points at the
October meeting were as follows:
• The first of three sessions of Healthy
Church Councils training led by Duncan
Macleod from Port Phillip East Presbytery
was held on 9 October 2020 with several
of St John’s CC attending. It was well
received and CC members were looking
forward to the remaining sessions.
• Lynette has continued her contact with
many members of the congregation
checking to see how they are going during
this time and having good conversations
with them. She has also started to look at
the coming two months and what might
be possible for the Church in December.
• Synod Property Services has forwarded
a high level summary of seven scenarios
for sale of the Foster Street site with
projected financial outcomes for St John's.
According to the Synod analysis, four
scenarios would have beneficial outcomes
for St John’s in terms of ongoing financial
viability. Of these four, one involves a
public sale of the site whilst the other
three involve sale to Synod which would
then develop the site as per the planning
permit obtained from Glen Eira Council.
Two of the four scenarios include St John’s
retaining one (for private rental) or two
(for private rental and manse) of the new
townhouses planned to be built in the
development. One of the scenarios would
also involve sale of the Victoria Street
property. CC is following up with Synod
to get further details on the calculations
included in the scenarios.
• CC again discussed the Hamerkaz Shelanu
signage and proposal to develop a lease
for the Synagogue land at the front of the
Glen Huntly Road property precinct which
falls between the synagogue’s wall and
the actual property boundary. CC decided
to have a brush fence installed along
the boundary line to the point where the
synagogue higher building wall actually
sits on the boundary. Assistance is being
sought from Synod Legal Services on the
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appropriate wording to be included in
advice to the synagogue on the St John’s
decision.
• Karel Reus has kindly agreed to continue
to prepare the pastoral letter for the last
Sundays of the months of October and
November 2020.
• It was decided to hold the November CC
meeting on the third Wednesday to enable
Lynette and Audrey to be involved in the
Presbytery meeting on 11 November
2020.
• CC noted the high quality and excellent
articles within the latest edition of the
Link and a note of appreciation will be
forwarded to the team of Geoff Paterson,
Patricia McKay and Andrea Casey for their
continued production of this newsletter.
The next meeting has been scheduled for
Wednesday 18 November 2020.
Michael Forbes
Secretary

Forgetter
Be Forgotten
My forgetter’s getting better,
But my rememberer is broke
To you that may seem funny
But, to me, that is no joke
for when I’m ‘here’ I’m wondering
If I really should be ‘there’
And, when I try to think it through,
I haven’t got a prayer!
Oft times I walk into a room,
Say ‘what am I here for?’
I wrack my brain, but all in vain!
A zero, is my score.
At times I put something away
Where it is safe, but, Gee!
The person it is safest from
Is, generally, me!
When shopping I may see someone,
Say ‘Hi’ and have a chat,
Then, when the person walks away
I ask myself, ‘who the heck was that?’
Yes, my forgetter’s getting better
While my rememberer is broke,
And it’s driving me plum crazy
And that isn’t any joke.
Can you relate?
From Alex

Healthy Church Councils

Most of the St John’s Church Council recently
attended a three session, Zoom seminar on
Healthy Church Councils led by Presbytery
Ministers (PM) Reverends Duncan Macleod
and Anneke Opperwal, to learn about
assisting Church Councils (CC) to be better.
About 160 people attended.
The format was some input by Duncan,
Anneke or Craig Mitchell the third PM and
broken up twice with small group discussions
of 10 minutes each. This gave people a chance
to meet others from different churches in
the Presbytery, and discuss how a particular
aspect was functioning in their CC.
The sessions were:
1. CC leadership, governance and
responsibilities;
2. Healthy participation in CCs including
Code of Conduct for Lay Leaders;
3. Decision-making and choosing Elders and
Church Council members.
The CC’s main role is to build up the
congregation in faith and love by encouraging
one another, building relationships and
nurturing the congregation in their growth in
grace.
Other tasks include making decisions in
keeping with UCA regulations, managing

My life at war

My Life at War is a Uniting
podcast series that features
previously untold stories,
insights, and reflections of
everyday Australians who
served in the Second World
War. These firsthand
experiences from some of the last-surviving
veterans most of whom are currently living
in Uniting residential aged care.
The podcast is at
https://www.uniting.org/blog-newsroom/
uniting-life/podcast/my-life-at-war.html
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financial affairs and general administration.
It was reassuring to realise the St John’s CC
does well but some suggestions we thought
we might try were:
• having a consent agenda, putting items
which don’t need discussion in one motion
to allow time for deeper discussion of
more complex items;
• stopping for prayer to listen to the Spirit
to help discern the way forward;
• keeping to a time frame (bad decisions
are made when people are tired);
• using the UCA consensus decisionmaking process in which each person
indicates their view using coloured cards
with orange for warmth, blue for coolness
or yellow to ask a question. Differing
opinions can then be explored, giving
everyone a chance to think more deeply
and make better decisions; and
• having a person to reflect at the end of
meeting on how the meeting went.
Duncan and Anneke provided fabulous
leadership, blending theological reflections,
implementation of regulations, and provision
of opportunities to reflect on future changes.
The sessions provided great ideas and things
to trial. A very worthwhile endeavour.
You can view the seminars at https://www.
ucappep.org/church-council-resources/
CC needs the Congregation’s support with
prayer, useful contacts, input of ideas and
new energies as many major decisions need
to be made in the near future.
Andrea, Cathy, Patricia

Be still & know
that I am God
The American Indian believes profoundly
in silence, as do the Australian Aborigines.
Silence is the absolute poise or balance
of body, mind and spirit. The person who
preserves their selfhood ever calm and
unshaken by the storms of life has the ideal
attitude and conduct of life. If you ask:”What
are the fruits of silence?” that person will
say “They are self-control, true courage or
endurance, patience, dignity and reverence.
Silence is the cornerstone of character.”
Grace, Winter 2002, p. 57.
From Andrea

Op Shop Update

After 98 days closed the shop re-opened on Wednesday 4 November.
Everyone . . . staff, volunteers, customers and random passer-byers were excited to be there.

There were lots of lovely conversations expressing appreciation for being able to drop in again.
There were also some unexpected gifts – a fabulous large red rose (for picking up donated
goods), chocolates (to say welcome back to all the volunteers) and a scrumptious mulberry pie
(a lovely lady who has a mulberry tree made one for each of the Glen Huntly Road Op Shops!).
Val dropped in to introduce us to her new dog.
Cathy Hill had some help before opening to get the shop looking wonderful and Jo is now
officially working 20 hours a week. Our trusty band of volunteers is helping with the new
arrangements. Our COVID-Safe Plan means everyone is masked up, the smell of sanitiser and
disinfectant permeates the air and we have to be vigilant about the number of customers in
the shop at any one time. Mostly everyone is coping with the changes and just happy to be out
op-shopping again. Unfortunately, some of our volunteers are in the ‘vulnerable’ category and
are not able to return yet. We urge them to stay safe. Extra volunteers for the shop or some
administrative tasks would be very helpful so please let Cathy H or Cathy Mc know if you can
help or know someone who can.
Cathy M

The window was dressed with Indigenous artwork and books to celebrate NAIDOC Week, a
Christmas tree for those who want to start buying their presents, and a Party Time t-shirt to
celebrate our reopening!
St John’s UC Op Shop is at 302 Glen Huntly Road, Elsternwick.
Its Facebook page is https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsopshop and phone is 0492 837 542.
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Old Bible tells a story
by Colin Kirkham

During the COVID-19 lockdown I rediscovered this inscription in an
old family Bible. The “Mr & Mrs Kirkham” are my great grandparents:
Richard and Sarah. Richard arrived in Adelaide from England in 1849,
came to Victoria in 1852 and spent some time on the goldfields. He
returned to England in 1861 to marry Sarah, then in 1862 they
settled at Yarrayne, about 50 kilometres north-west of Bendigo,
where they acquired farming land.
In 1879, Richard and Sarah and their five children moved from
Yarrayne to a property they purchased in the Riverina at Buraja,
12 kilometres from Corowa in New South Wales. The Bible was
presented to them upon leaving the Yarrayne district by Members
of the Wesleyan Church Yarrayne (Inglewood Circuit) “in recognition
of many years of Happy Intercourse and Christian Fellowship”.
At Buraja, in June 1881, a meeting of residents was held where it was decided to build a
Methodist Church, with the cost set at about £70. The church
was opened in October 1881 – that is only four months after
the initial meeting! The little weatherboard church was built
on land provided by the Kirkhams and was actually on a
portion of their own property.
Unfortunately, Richard died only 18 months later. He was
buried adjacent to the Methodist Church, complete with
monumental work. Over the next 20 years, three more
Kirkhams were buried there.
Eventually, the Trustees purchased land for the church in a more central location in Buraja
Village. The church building was subsequently moved from the Kirkham’s property to the Village
in 1922.
The grave remained at the former church site on the property,
sitting by itself in a paddock! The last interment there was
one of Richard and Sarah’s granddaughters in 1996, who, as
a matter of local interest, lived in South Caulfield and was a
member of the Kooyong Road Church at Jupiter Street.
Photographs top to bottom
• Inscription in Bible 1879.
• Church being moved to Buraja Village 1922.
• The photo taken at the grave in 2016 includes my son
Samuel with his children Olivia, Mia and Jack: third-great
grandchildren of Richard and Sarah.

Is there anything this pandemic
has not adversely affected?
Uniting Prahran have had to cancel their annual Christmas lunch for at least 400 people and
families. They are instead planning to create boxes of Christmas Joy and would appreciate
offers of Christmas fare. Rather than our usual ten standard and uniform hampers, could we
collect as many of the following as possible?
Christmas puddings; Long-life custards; Mince pies; Shortbread;
Lollies; Christmas crackers.
Bring your donations to church on Sundays on or before 13 December.
Please direct inquiries to Jane on 9530 0684.
Jane
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The seed
within us

The German Mystic Jakob Boehme, a humble
shoemaker, was born in Poland in the year
1575 and died in 1624. He wrote, he said, as
God had spoken to him:
The seed of Christ has been placed in
every human heart. It is the privilege of
man to guard it and nourish it so as it can
grow. The food of the soul is love, faith
and beauty. When nurtured properly the
soul enlarges, extends, grows to a great
tree and bears fruit. This fruit is for the
benefit of all  time.
As we come to Christmas time again, let
us remember that Christ was the seed of
Christianity, planted by God, to develop and
grow and, as a great tree, envelop the whole
world. We have the seed planted in our heart
to continue that growth.
Boehme also wrote: “In Mysticism, it is what
we give of ourselves, not what we gain that
determines spiritual progress”.
Jesus Christ gave and gave of himself during
his time on earth and continues to do so.
Let us in the year ahead give of ourselves
for the betterment of His world as he did and
thus remember the spirit of Christmas by
nurturing the seed within us. The growth of
spirituality is with us to eternity.
From The Mystical Writings Of Jakob
Boehme
From Patricia

Sign of the times

Bucks
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Living with
stress without
distress

In these stressful times reassure yourself by
reading and applying the words below:
• Thou shalt not be perfect or even try to be.
• Thou shalt not try to be all things to all
people.
• Thou shalt occasionally leave some things
undone.
• Thou shalt not spread yourself too thin.
• Thou shalt occasionally say “no”. Thou
shalt schedule time for yourself.
• Thou shalt switch off and do nothing
regularly.
• Thou shalt even be boring, untidy and
unattractive.
• Thou shalt not be your worst enemy but
best friend.
• Thou shalt take time to relax by gardening
and walking.
• Thou shalt not waste time by feeling guilty.
Anonymous
From Patricia

Why pray?

I got up early one morning
And I rushed right into the day;
I had so much to accomplish
That I didn’t have time to pray.
Problems just tumbled about me
and heavier came each task.
“Why doesn’t God help me?” I wondered.
He answered, “You didn’t ask”.
I wanted to see joy and beauty
but the day toiled on, gray and bleak.
I wondered why God didn’t show me;
He said “But you didn’t seek.”
I tried to come into God’s presence;
I used all the keys at the lock.
God gently and lovingly chided
“My child, you didn’t knock.”
I woke up early this morning
and paused before entering the day;
I had so much to accomplish
that I had to take time to pray.
Author Unknown
From Andrea

From the wider church
Snippets from the Uniting Church Australia-wide
Great Gift Ideas 1
Uniting World (UW) is the international aid
and partnerships agency of the Uniting
Church in Australia (UCA). UW collaborates
with churches overseas to create lasting
change together. Its efforts focus on five
areas: overcoming poverty, gender equality,
climate justice, emergency response, and
strengthening leadership.
UW’s latest ethical gifts catalogue including
Christmas Cards is available at
https://everythingincommon.com.au/
Great Gift Ideas 2
Frontier Services is a national
UCA agency that works
with people across 85%
of the Australian continent
and publishes its quarterly
Frontier News newsletter.
It also has available very
attractive Christmas Cards.
Order before 4 December at
https://frontierservices.org/
Called by God webinar
Uniting Church members from every state and
territory came together online on 3 October
2020 to hear 13 speakers and to reflect what
it means to live out their Christian vocation
as part of the UCA President’s Conference
webinar Called by God which will be held
in April 2021 in Adelaide. You can view the
speakers at https://vimeo.com/466359624
Pandemic Church Music
Our neighbours at Coatesville Uniting Church
have worked hard to prepare music resources
for use during the pandemic. “We did quite
a bit of work recording our band (including
our organist) capturing contemporary,
traditional and locally written songs” to be
incorporated in their weekly online worship.
Read about their work at https://www.
greatplacetobelong.org.au/
JustAct Newsletter
The UCA’s Justice and International Mission
(JIM) Cluster publishes a regular newsletter.
The October issue is available at https://
justact.org.au/newsletter/
The issue theme is Nervous states: the
increase in social conflict in our times with
articles touching on such varied themes as
superannuation; native title; family violence,
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child sexual abuse and online gambling during
the pandemic; alcohol health warning labels;
NDIS changes; masks and the environment;
prayer in solidarity for those who suffer; and
corporation changes. Well worth a read!
JIM has also released its 2021 Social Justice
Calendar downloadable at https://justact.
org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/JIMCALENDAR-2021.pdf
JIM is again seeking feedback from its
supporters about what issues they would
like JIM to resource you to take action on.
A survey form to be returned by 31 January
is available from https://justact.org.au/
wp-content/uploads/2020/10/JIM-IssuesFeedback-Survey-Sheet-Oct-2020.pdf
Latest publications
Other UCA publications are Newsbeat from
Port Phillip East Presbytery and Crosslight
which is currently online. Each may be
accessed at these websites:
https://www.ucappep.org/newsbeat/
https://crosslight.org.au/

About the Pandemic
The pandemic has affected Australians
differently whether it be across state borders
or the rural-urban divide. The following article
considers the differing impacts on the Uniting
Church in Victoria and Tasmania. In Victoria,
we consider the Church of All Nations while
across Bass Strait we hear from Reverend
Hoon You, Presbytery Minister for Mission
Development. Follow their stories at https://
victas.uca.org.au/comparing-victoria-andtasmanias-different-pandemic-experiences/
Darwin Memorial Uniting Church
Link invited Dr Wendy Beresford-Maning to
tell us about Darwin Memorial Uniting Church
where Wendy is Church Council chairperson.
The Darwin congregation was established in
1873 by the Methodists using the donated
prefabricated elements of the church that
had been abandoned on the beach by the
Congregational Union of SA. It is the oldest

continuing congregation in the city. That
church was initially built in Mitchell Street.
Prior to World War 2 the Presbyterian church
purchased the current property and in 1940
the United Church of North Australia and
Papua New Guinea was established. The ‘new’
Darwin Memorial UC was officially opened in
July 1960 with the Japanese Ambassador in
attendance.
Today’s congregation currently averages
around 50. COVID-19 has limited our usual
national/international tourist influx, and
some of our older members are still to return
to worship. We have five generations of ABCs
(Australian Born Chinese) who are crucial
members of the congregation. Our history of
peace and reconciliation feeds our outreach
to city and tourists.
As well as our Minister of the Word we have
a Community Engagement Pastor whose
focus is our engagement in the CBD. COVID
disrupted our plans for a ‘Clean Comedy
Festival’ this year, but we have participated
in a range of other community activities.
We have very close connections with the

(Japanese) Fujita family who helped us
to establish a Peace Garden alongside
the church building. As well as being on
Japanese TV news, we now also have a
significant national digital footprint with our
Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/
DarwinMemorial.UnitingChurch/
The photo below left shows the front of
the church from Smith St (the main street
in the Darwin CBD). The propeller fin was
salvaged from the wreck of the USS Peary by
the Fujita Salvage Company and it, together
with the accompanying inscribed tombstone
from Ryugo Fujita’s grave in Kyoto, was
repatriated by the Fujita family (at their own
expense) last year for the church to maintain
as yet another peace gift.
Another view below right shows the front
of the church with our identifying sign. This
photo shows the Fujita Hall, offices and new
Opportunity Centre (to the left of the church)
all of which were added in 2020 when the
CBD Plaza development was completed on
land we share with the Northern Synod. This
income basically funds the work of the UCA
in the north.

Greetings from Greg

I like the photo. It has a few things in it that
have meant something to me. The painting by
Doris Nungarayyi Bush from Papunya. Doris
and the community up there have added a
lot to my life. Jack The Dog (Tjampitjinpa),
given to me by Doris as a little white puppy,
has been a great company, particularly in the
lockdown. Tries to keep me away from ladders
and anything else he reckons represents a
danger to my well-being. The guitar and Double
Bass. Music connects me with others whom I
otherwise would not have connected with. So many good memories. These days they help put
expression to the lives of others, through a few songs, which is a great use of music and song.
The hoody, the couch, the dodgy lamp. Secondhand and more the loved for that. Somehow
relate to principles of life. And the Birthday Cards: the people and relationships they represent,
which is all there is at the end of the day. There will be one there from St John’s.
Luv yus all. Greg.
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People of St John’s
We at St John's are active in lockdown be it enjoying the garden, being taken for a walk by the
dog, being shorn, celebrating the Big 70 birthday, looking after the cumquats, working in the
shop, thinking great thoughts, cultivating luscious sweet peas and radishes, having a refreshing
drink, enjoying the peace and quiet, or zooming around. The bottom photo shows some of the
congregation who attended the first post-lockdown service on Sunday 15 November 2020.
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Working together as the
First and Second Peoples
by Patricia McKay

The object for 2021 by the Uniting Church in
Australia (UCA) is to affirm and commit to the
covenant. Covenant means the agreement
entered into in 1994 between the UCA and
the Uniting Aboriginal and Islander Christian
Congress or UAICC. It is an invitation to walk
together as a first and second peoples.
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders (ATSI)
also have the agenda to gain a Voice to
Parliament. Below is some information as
to the background of why support is needed
to push the Uluru Statement from the Heart
and give ATSI a Voice to Parliament.
In 1967, the Australian people overwhelmingly
supported a referendum to amend the
Constitution to allow the Commonwealth to
make laws for Aboriginal people and include
them in the census.
Fifty years on, they have not been heard. In
2017, Aboriginal people presented the Uluru
Statement requesting a Voice to Parliament.
This was rejected. Three years on the ATSI
people are pushing forward again for a Voice
to Parliament.
In a webinar on 15 October, Dean Parkin,
Director of the Uluru Statement From The
Heart, discussed why it is so important to:
• Build a movement of Indigenous
Australians to achieve a successful
referendum for Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islanders for a Voice to Parliament,
• Continue the importance of storytelling
or Truth telling because the reason why
must be explained and understood, and
• Raise the profile of the objective.
Some ATSI are not supportive and have
diverse views. However, public support has
grown in the last three years across Australia.
Four key messages came out of this session:
• There is a sense that now is the time for
a fair go through an Historic Referendum.
• ATSI people are best placed to address
issues that affect them.
• Policy and legal experts, including two
former Chief Justices, support this way
forward that is both safe and practical.
• Now is the time to go forward and support,
aiming for the next term of Parliament.
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Goals Set
• BUILD awareness and understanding
about this theme.
• PROMOTE a constitutionally protected
voice of people from ATSI.
• MOBILISE Australia in a movement in
support of reference for the Voice of the
People.
• ACHIEVE an Historic Yes vote.
What may the Voice to Parliament look like?
1. Co–design.
2. Sit down together and discuss legal
arrangements.
Your head and heart exercise is to ask:
Is this a fair and practical thing to do?
Tyson Yunkaporta in his book Sand
Talk records the work of Mumma Doris
Shillingsworth on her process of working
with Indigenous knowledge in sustainable
ways. Her order is Respect, Connect, Reflect
and Direct. She identified that non-Aboriginal
people worked through the same steps but
in the reverse order. The government has
worked in the reverse order and has made
no progress. The government has stated that
closing the gap has failed on employment,
justice, education, mortality rate and early
childhood development. We pray that we
may transfer to Mumma Doris’ plan.
What can we do?
• Support the Uluru Statement.
• Write to Members of Parliament.
• Pray for justice.
Patricia
Do all the good you can
By all the means you can
In all the ways you can
In all the places you can
At all the times you can
To all the people you can
As long as ever you can.
Attributed to John Wesley

Correction
In the October–November Link, Andrea’s
grandfather was incorrectly named Jack.
This was her great-uncle. Her grandfather
(her father’s father who died in the Spanish
Flu pandemic) was James.

21 rules for a good old age
(Great Advice!)

1. It’s time to use the money you saved up.
Use it and enjoy it. Don’t just keep it for those
who may have no notion of the sacrifices you
made to get it. Remember there is nothing
more dangerous than a son or daughterin-law with big ideas for your hard earned
capital. Enjoy the present moment. The sand
in the clock may run out at any moment.
2. Stop worrying about the financial situation
of your children and grandchildren. You’ve
taken care of them for many years, and
you’ve taught them what you could. You
gave them an education, food, shelter and
support. The responsibility is now theirs to
earn their way.
3. Keep a healthy life with moderate exercise
(like walking every day), eat well and get
your sleep. It’s easy to become sick, and it
gets harder to remain healthy. Keep in touch
with your doctor, get tested even when you’re
feeling well. Stay informed.
4. Always buy the best, most beautiful items
for your significant other. The key goal is to
enjoy your money with your partner. One
day one of you will miss the other, and the
money will not provide any comfort then.
Enjoy it together.
5. Don’t stress over the little things. You’ve
already overcome so much in your life. You
have good memories and bad ones, but the
important thing is the present. Don’t let the
past drag you down or the future frighten
you.
6. Regardless of age, always keep love alive.
Love your partner, love life, love your family,
love your neighbour, your surroundings, your
country. We are never old as long as we have
intelligence and affection.
7. Be proud, both inside and out. Don’t
stop going to your hair salon or barber, do
your nails, go to the dermatologist and the
dentist, keep your perfumes and creams
well stocked. When you are well-maintained
on the outside, it seeps in, making you feel
proud and strong.
8. Don’t lose sight of fashion trends for your
age, but keep your own sense of style. There’s
nothing sillier than an older person trying to
wear the current fashion among youngsters.
You’ve developed your own sense of what
looks good on you – keep it and be proud of
it. It’s part of who you are.
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9. Read newspapers, watch the news. Go
online and read what people are saying.
Make sure you have an active email account
and try to use some of those social networks.
You’ll be surprised which old friends you’ll
meet. Keeping in touch with what is going on
and with the people you know is important
at any age.
10. Respect the younger generation and
their opinions. They may not have the same
viewpoints as ours, but they are the future
and will take the world in their direction.
Give advice, not criticism, and try to remind
them of yesterday’s wisdom that still applies
today.
11. Never use the phrase: In my time. Your
time is now. As long as you’re alive, you are
part of this time. You have been younger,
but you are still you now, having fun and
enjoying life.
12. Some people embrace their golden
years, while others become bitter and surly.
Life is too short to waste your days in the
latter mode. Spend your time with positive,
cheerful people, it’ll rub off on you and your
days will seem that much better. Spending
your time with bitter people will make you
older and harder to be around.
13. Do not surrender to the temptation of
living with your children or grandchildren (if
you have a financial choice, that is). Sure,
being surrounded by family sounds great,
but we all need our privacy. They need theirs
and you need yours. If you’ve lost your
partner (our deepest condolences), then find
a person to move in with you and help out
only if you feel you really need the help or do
not want to live alone.
14. Don’t abandon your hobbies. If you don’t
have any, make new ones. You can travel,
hike, cook, read, dance. You can adopt a
cat or a dog, grow a garden, play cards,
checkers, chess, dominoes, golf. You can
paint, volunteer at an NGO or collect certain
items. Find something you like and spend
some real time having fun with it.
15. Even if you don’t feel like it, try to accept
invitations. Baptisms, graduations, birthdays,
weddings, conferences. Try to go. Get out of
the house, meet people you haven’t seen
in a while, experience something new (or
something old). But don’t get upset when
you’re not invited. Some events are limited

by resources, and not everyone can be
hosted. The important thing is to leave the
house from time to time. Go to museums, go
walk through a field. Get out there.
16. Be a conversationalist. Talk less and
listen more. Some people go on and on
about the past, not caring if their listeners
are really interested. That’s a great way of
reducing the desire to speak with you. Listen
first and answer questions, but don’t go off
into long stories unless asked to. Speak in
courteous tones and try not to complain or
criticise too much unless you really need to.
Try to accept situations as they are. Everyone
is going through the same things, and people
have a low tolerance for hearing complaints.
Always find some good things to say as well.
17. Pain and discomfort go hand in hand
with getting older. Try not to dwell on them
but accept them as a part of the cycle of life
we’re all going through. Try to minimise them
in your mind. They are not who you are, they
are something that life added to you. If they
become your entire focus, you lose sight of
the person you used to be.
18. If you’ve been offended by others,
forgive them. If you’ve offended someone
– apologise. Don’t drag resentment around
with you. It will make you sad and bitter. It
doesn’t matter who was right. Someone once
said, “Holding a grudge is like taking poison
and expecting the other person to die.” Don’t
take that poison. Forgive and move on with
your life.
19. If you have a strong belief, savour it.
But don’t waste your time trying to convince
others. They will make their own choices no
matter what you tell them, and it will only
bring you frustration. Live your faith and set
an example. Live true to your beliefs and let
that memory sway them.
20. Laugh. Laugh A LOT. Laugh at everything.
Remember, you are one of the lucky ones.
You managed to have a life, a long one.
Many never get to this age, never get to
experience a full life. But you did. So what’s
not to laugh about? Find the humour in your
situation.
21. Take no notice of what others say about
you and even less of what they might be
thinking. They’ll do it anyway, and you should
have pride in yourself and what you’ve
achieved. Let them talk and don’t worry.
They have no idea about your history, your
memories and the life you’ve lived so far.
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There’s still much to be written, so get busy
writing and don’t waste time thinking about
what others might think. Now is the time to
be free, at peace and as happy as you can
be! AND REMEMBER: Life is too short to drink
cheap wine!!!
From Andrea

Book review

Philip Liebelt
The innkeeper of Jericho and other
eye-witness accounts from the
Beginning. Immortalise, 2020.
ISBN 9780648895749
Reverend Philip Liebelt has written several
works and has told several stories on the
Storytelling YouTube channel.
He is a Biblical storyteller in the ancient
tradition of storytellers who passed on
wisdom and knowledge to his (usually a
male) hearers. He not only learns the stories
by heart but internalises them so that he is
able to bring imagination and fresh insights
to the material.
As Philip says in the Introduction:
I often use a technique called “stitching
stories together” . . . [which] involves
telling . . . different stories from different
places in the scripture that have a common
theme or are linked through a common
character . . . In my case it is about
weaving these stories together into one
person’s story, where the commentary
becomes that person filling in some gaps
that the scripture doesn’t address.
An example is the Grace at a Pharisee’s Table
where Philip suggests that the woman in
the story could be the same as a woman in
another story.
These eyewitness accounts are touching. The
one about rich, black, outcast, ‘Half-Man’, for
example, brought tears to my eyes. Most
stories address disadvantage or rejection
and as such speak to the condition of our
world.
This collection is a lovely aid to devotion
as the stories fire the imagination as well
as providing the reader with background
material in footnotes. I recommend it to all
who would like to gain a deeper insight into
some of the New Testament stories and all
who would like to have their faith deepened.
Andrea

About Sunday School Picnics
Many readers will remember Sunday School picnics past at their church: the day dawning, eager wait
for transport, piling in and bump-bump-bumping our way to a distant location. Participating in the fun
activities, partaking of food, and cordial poured from large teapots. Finally, negotiating the l-o-n-g
ride home. Many will not, however, remember the long hours of planning and preparation by parents
and teachers. Picnics had a long tradition at St John’s. This article snapshots some picnics at St John’s
over the last century.

Where?
In addition to Beaumaris in 1913 (see
right), destinations included Mordialloc,
Scoresby, Keysborough, and Eltham. In the
December 1939 Ferntree Gully picnic, “many
parents and scholars enjoyed a good sports
programme and a fine day in the bush”1.
What transport used?
Vans were mostly used while Adrian and
Ewan describe travelling by special tram
to and from Wattle Park. A bit later in the
sixties, Pauline, George and family travelled
by bus to Ferny Creek and Wandin.
Activities?
This description from the 1934 Scoresby
picnic and the photos below say it all: “a
full day’s pleasure to all [and] the usual
sports programme was arranged, and
Pauline
enthusiastically
carried
out”2.
remembers making corned beef and cheese
sandwiches with activities including egg and
spoon, three legged and sack races.
Raising money?
The 1939 Picnic Account below shows the
expenses incurred3. Fundraising in different
years included picture nights, concerts and
fairs.
Would you like to share your Sunday School
Picnic memories in Link?

Sources
1
Annual report, 1939, p. 3.
2
Annual report, 1934, p. 2.
3
Annual report 1939, p. 7.
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Lectionary

Advent
A season of preparation begins on the fourth Sunday before Christmas when the Church recalls
its hope and expectation in Christ’s coming, past, present and future.
Christmas and Epiphany
The Christmas–Epiphany season includes Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, and Christmastide,
the twelve days of Christmas. It recalls the stories of Christ’s birth and infancy when the Church
celebrates the wonder of the incarnation and concludes with Epiphany.
After Epiphany
A period in which the Church reflects on the manifestation of Christ to all people. The Baptism
of the Lord is the first Sunday of this period. On the last Sunday, we hear the readings for the
Transfiguration of the Lord. The length of this period varies depending on the date of Easter.
Date

Day

C

Readings

6 December

Advent 2

Isaiah 40:1–11; Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13
2 Peter 3:8–15a; Mark 1:1–8

13 December

Advent 3

Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11; Psalm 126 or Luke 1:46b–55
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24; John 1:6–8, 19–28

20 December

Advent 4

2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16; Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26
Romans 16: 25–27; Luke 1:26–38

25 December

Nativity 1

Isaiah 9:2–7; Psalm 96
Timothy 2:11–14; Luke 2:1–14 (15–20)

27 December

Christmas 1

Isaiah 61:10–62:3; Psalm 148
Galatians 4:4–7; Luke 2:22–40

3 January

Christmas 2

Jeremiah 31:7–14;Psalm 147:12–20
Ephesians 1:3–14; John 1: (1–9), 10–18

10 January

Baptism of
Jesus

Genesis 1:1–5; Psalm 29
Acts 19:1–7; Mark 1:4–11

17 January

Epiphany 2

1 Samuel 3:1–10, (11–20); Psalm 139:1–6, 13–18
1 Corinthians 6:12–20; John 1:43–51

24 January

Epiphany 3

Jonah 3:1–5,10; Psalm 62:5–12
1 Corinthians 7:29–31; Mark 1:14–20

31 January

Epiphany 4

Deuteronomy 18:15–20; Psalm 111
1 Corinthians 8:1–13; Mark 1:21–28

Church Calendar
6 January: Epiphany

Epiphany is sometimes called Twelfth Day. It
celebrates the “shining forth” or “revelation
of God” to mankind in human form in the
person of Jesus Christ. The period includes
Christ’s birth, the visit of the three Magi, and
events leading to Jesus’ baptism in the Jordan
River. In Ireland, it is called Little Christmas
while Spaniards refer to El Día de Reyes
(Kings’ Day). Epiphany marks the start of
the Mardi Gras in Louisiana while in Greece
and the Greek diaspora, it is associated with
the Blessing of the Waters. Another custom
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is the baking of a rich dense fruitcake which
contains a lucky baked-in bean. Spicy or hot
food are also considered proper Twelfth Night
food, recalling the costly spices brought by
the three Wise Men.
Readings and selected TIS hymns
Isaiah 60:1–6; Psalm 72:1–7, 10–14
Ephesians 3:1–12; Matthew 2:1–12
• 121 God himself is present
• 268 Joy to the world! the Lord is come
• 305 Let earth and heaven combine
• 317 Love came down at Christmas
• 447 Lord your almighty word

