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Some of you might have seen the 
four Advent signs Hope, Peace, 
Joy, and Love that appeared briefly 
each week in the final month of 
2020, a world-changing year due 

to the COVID-19 pandemic. The signs were 
fragile, subject to the effects of weather. The 
wind and rain made the colours run, the paper 
came unstuck, and they fell over a few times. 
Hope particularly took a battering.

The signs are now dismantled yet they 
sparked some thoughts about entering this 

New Year 2021. We have been through 
significant upheavals of thought and emotion, 
and perhaps like the Advent signs as silent 
sentinels feel a bit worn down by the current 
climactic changes. We hear daily in the news 
of lockdowns, more deaths, despair as people 
grieve and lose loved ones and even their 
livelihoods. What can help to lift our spirits?  
Perhaps we might also have wondered about 
the future; what would it be like in our church? 
community? and world? 
Some years ago, the VicTas synod of the 
Uniting Church focused on the opening words 
of an Affirmation of Faith which still stays with 
me and is worth remembering:

Faithful is God, who has called us, and 
who will not fail us. 
Faithful is Jesus Christ, who gathers us 
into a community of hope; 
to worship God with wonder and praise, 
to witness to God’s love in word and 
deed, 
to seek God’s justice in the world.

These words are still a source of great comfort, 
reminding us that while there are dramatic 
changes around us which speak of fragility 
and the fleeting nature of human edifices, 
there are deeper, more solid things to draw on 
– the faithfulness of God and the continuing 
gathered community. And how privileged we 
are to be able to gather and worship with 
wonder and praise. Then, if, and when, we 
are feeling a bit weathered, we might draw 
deeply on a different version of good news. 
In 2021 I invite you to meditate on the above 
Affirmation that calls us to remember: God 
is faithful, present, and will not fail us. There 
are new possibilities that will emerge in 2021. 
Our task is to be living signs that witness to 
God’s love in word and deed. A Blessed New 
Year to all.

Reverend Lynette Dungan
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My first encounter with Reverend Dr John 
Broughton was when we were both in 
settlement in Tasmania. He was minister 
at Glenorchy and I was at Clarence 
Congregation. Our association continued 
when we both came to Victoria, I to Beulah 
and then John  to Elsternwick.
My posting to Beulah in 2003 was a priority 
one placement because of the drought.  One 
of the ministries in the area was a shared 
chaplaincy between Warracknabeal and 
Hopetoun Secondary Colleges. Beulah was 
situated geographically between these two 
towns where students from Beulah attended 
one or the other of the colleges.
John was a great support when we established 
a community op shop in our first year in Beulah 
with St John’s, Elsternwick supplying some 
of the initial stock. (Flutterbuys op shop is 
still operating). This support continued when 
fundraising for the schools’ chaplaincy was 
required. The drought impacted financially 
on the parish and the community and 
the chaplaincy committee was struggling 
financially to maintain the chaplain.
Members of the Beulah Parish are primarily 
farmers who can mend anything if they 
have a piece of wire or a welder. Every farm 
has a junk heap. When challenged to turn 
their hands to creatively transform “junk” 
into saleable works of art, they rose to the 
occasion. Using cogs, plough discs, metal 
tractor seats, springs, cast iron combine 
seeder box ends and timber, many items 
were created.
Discussions with John resulted in an offer to 
promote the sale of these items at the annual 
garden show of St John’s Uniting Church in 
conjunction with the Caulfield Garden Club, 
Saturday 22 October, 2005. This resulted 
in a tandem trailer load of “Farmyard 
Fabrications” arriving on site and with the 
end result of in excess of $4,000 being raised 
for the chaplaincy fund.
The seat in St John’s garden, shown on 
the next page, was constructed from two 
discarded cast iron wheels and some second-
hand timber by one of the farmers, Lindsay 

Brain. If my memory serves me correctly the 
seat was an unsold item so was acquired by 
St John’s as we didn’t want to bring it home.
The township of Beulah is suffering the 
same fate as a lot of the small towns in the 
Wimmera/Mallee. Because the farms have 
increased considerably in size, the population 
in the area has decreased. This then results 
in a lack of facilities with retirees choosing to 
move to the larger towns and in many cases 
leave the area. This of course has impacted 
on the size of the congregations, which now 
mainly consist of the elderly. We are now 
experiencing the situation where towns the 
size of Nhill and Warracknabeal, for example, 
(both with populations of about 2,500) are 
looking at the possibility of only being able to 
afford half time ministry.  This then presents 
the difficulty in finding clergy who want half 
time employment.

City and rural churches come 
together: St John’s and Beulah
by Pastor Walter Sholl

In Ararat, making the drop for Flutterbuys 
Community Op Shop in Beulah, are the Rev. Dr 
John Broughton (left), of St John’s Elsternwick, 
and Pastor Walter Sholl, from the Uniting Church, 
Beulah. Main photo: Eileen Sholl. Inset: One of 
the works of art from Beulah.
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Profile
Glenn Bray

Glenn was born at Ballarat 
Base Hospital and spent 
his early years in the 
Borough of Sebastopol. 
Sebas, as the locals call 
it, on Ballarat’s edge, 
grew after World War 
Two with the addition 
of government Housing 
Commission houses.
His father and grandfather 
milked cows and delivered 
milk to houses until 
regulations stopped this 
practice.

Glenn attended the local primary school 
which he did not enjoy, because of large 
class sizes. He then moved to North Tech and 
subsequently qualified as a structural steel 
welder, working such places as Thompson’s 
Foundry in Castlemaine and in Western 
Australia.
The collapse of the last company he worked 
at saw Glenn retraining in cooking at the 
Community House in Ballarat.
On a more personal note, Glenn met Keith 
at a barbecue in Ballarat some 21 years ago 
and they married in 2003 and again in 2018.
Glenn is grateful that he and Keith have 
travelled to such places as Vietnam, Thailand, 
Dubai, England and Singapore. 
The scooter pictured above has greatly 
increased Glenn’s mobility on trains and 
using the Maxi Taxi. However, the local trams 
and buses still remain a barrier. 
What of today’s world? Without hesitating 
Glenn observed it was better than when he 
was 18. He values the Black Lives Matter 
movement, recalling he sat at school next to 
Danny, an aboriginal boy from Dimboola who 
was most uncomfortable with the idea of a 
Fight the Aborigines Day organised by one 
teacher. Glenn would like to meet Danny but 
has lost contact.
We thank Glenn for giving his time for our 
chat.

Geoff

Peace Tree
When Lynette asked for some ideas for 
Christmas I thought of putting prayers on our 
magnolia tree planted by Jack Campbell over 
25 years ago. 
I got the idea from a visit Gary and I made to 
the Peace Palace in The Hague when visiting 
our son Tom and his family who were resident 
there in 2018. 
The tree was covered with prayers on small 
pieces of plastic.  We added the decorations 
for Christmas but I think we could continue to 
offer people the opportunity to place a prayer 
or wish on the tree into the future.

Alex

Alex, Pam and Michael sit under the Peace 
Tree on the seat made by Beulah Uniting 
Church described on page 2.

Ministry of flowers

This bouquet was sent from Anne Casey 
in England when Allan died. 
So thoughtful. 

Andrea
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Church Council Report
January 2021
St John’s Church Council held meetings on 
18 November 2020 (in East Room) and 9 
December 2020 (online). For both meetings 
six members were present along with our 
Supply Minister Lynette Dungan.
Key decisions and discussion points from the 
two meetings were as follows:
• CC is arranging for the installation of 

screening/brush fencing in January 2021 
along the boundary line with Hamerkaz 
Shelanu to the point where the synagogue 
higher building wall actually sits on the 
boundary;

• The Healthy Church Councils training led 
by Duncan Macleod from Port Phillip East 
Presbytery was completed with several 
of St John’s CC attending. Feedback was 
positive and some ideas from the training 
will be trialled by CC in meetings;

• CC agreed to proceed with a one-year 
extension from April 2021 to the lease for 
the current Op Shop location with a three 
year option to consider from there;

• Plans for the gradual re-introduction of in-
church worship and for the festive season 
services and events were developed. 
Uncertainty about the continued impact 
of COVID-19 and associated government 
restrictions meant several annual festive 
season St John’s events were cancelled 
for 2020. It was decided however to have 
a peace tree with messages able to be 
written on plastic tabs by congregation 

members and possibly passerbys, chalk 
available for people to write on the 
footpath at the front of the church, and 
signs with key words displayed in the 
front area too;

• CC decided to support the Garden Club 
in a Mini Fete on Saturday 5 December 
2020. The Op Shop had agreed to be 
involved too;

• An initial discussion on high level options 
for St John’s future for 2021 and beyond 
was held on 2 December 2020. It was 
agreed to have a one year focus on 
determining the future direction for St 
John’s and to allocate time at each 2021 
CC meeting to explore options more fully;

• Leave for Lynette for late December 
and two Sundays in January 2021 was 
supported by CC;

• St John’s Mission and Service contribution 
to PPE Presbytery for 2021 was agreed at 
$17,321;

• CC agreed to maintain rent levels for 
renters at the 2020 rent levels,

• A round of Op Shop donations totalling 
$12,000 was approved by CC;

• First meeting for 2021 is scheduled for 10 
February 2021.

Michael Forbes
Secretary, Church Council

Sign of the times
Have you noticed decorated traffic signal boxes 
in Glen Eira? These are part of a City of Glen Eira 
Project managed by Urban Smarts Project.
Two examples are shown here.
•	 Conversations by Stephen Evans in Elsternwick 

shows indecipherable languages we hear in 
multicultural Glen Eira as well as icons which 
transcend language barriers.

• Athan Vlahogiannis’ Possums at night in 
Bentleigh will resonate with many of us. The 
image shows the possum’s home with our 
houses in the background.For more details  on these and other boxes 

go to urbansmartprojects.com

Wasting time is not time wasted if you 
are enjoying yourself.

From Andrea
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Epiphany
The season in which the Church reflects on 
the manifestation of Christ to all.
Holy Days
Two Holy Days occur in the remaining days 
of Epiphany. The first sees Jesus presented 
for the first time in the Temple forty days 
after Christmas. Transfiguration of the Lord 
Day sees Jesus on a mountain top with Peter, 
James and John to whom the identity of Jesus 
is revealed. 

2 February
Presentation of the Lord (Candlemas)
Malachi 3:1–4; Psalm 84; 
Hebrews 2:14–18; Luke 2:22–40
TiS 44: How lovely is your dwelling place

14 February
Transfiguration of Jesus
2 Kings 2:1–12; Psalm 50:1–6;
2 Corinthians 4:3–6; Mark 9:2–9
TiS 243: Christ upon the mountain peak

Lent
A season of preparation and discipline that 
starts on Ash Wednesday and ends on Holy 
Saturday. During the forty weekdays and six 
Sundays, we remember the life and ministry 
of Jesus and renew commitment to him in 
Christian discipleship. The day before Ash 
Wednesday is Shrove Tuesday, so called 
because it was the day that people were 
shriven – confessing their sin and receiving 
absolution. It is also Pancake Day which is the 
last day before the start of Lent and all flour 
etc needed to be used up before fasting was 
practised.

Pancake Day at St John’s 2018
Ash Wednesday is the beginning of Lent for 
Western Christian churches. It’s a day of 
penitence to clean the soul before the Lent 
fast. At special services, worshippers are 
marked with ashes as a symbol of death and 
sorrow for sin. 

Church Calendar
The Annunication of the Lord, celebrated nine 
months before Christmas Day, is the occasion 
when the angel Gabriel tells Mary she will be 
the mother of Jesus Christ.
Palm Sunday is the first day of Holy Week and 
is the occasion when Jesus enters Jerusalem. 
It is followed by Holy Week leading to Maundy 
Thursday and Good Friday, at the start of April 
this year.
Holy Days
17 February
Ash Wednesday
Isaiah 58:1–12; Psalm 51:1–17;
2 Cor 5:20b–6:10; Mt 6:1–6, 16–21
25 March
Annunciation of the Lord
Isaiah 7:10–14; Psalm 45;
Hebrews 10:4–10; Luke 1:26–38
TiS 302 The angel Gabriel from heaven came
28 March
Palm Sunday
Isaiah 50: 4–9a; Psalm 118: 1–2, 19–29;
Philippians 2:5–11; Mk 11:1–11
TiS 348 Ride on ride on in majesty

Palm Sunday, Guildford Surrey 2014
29 March
Monday in Holy Week
Isaiah 42:1–9; Psalm 36: 5–11;
Hebrews 9:11–15; John 12:1–11
30 March
Tuesday in Holy Week
Isaiah 49:1–7; Psalm 71:1–14;
1 Corinthians 1:18–31; John 12:20–36
31 March
Wednesday in Holy Week
Isaiah 50:4–9a; Psalm 70;
Hebrews 12:1–3; John 13:21–32
TiS 341 My song is love unknown.

Sources:
BBC website and Revised Common Lectionary.
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People throughout the world, from different 
spiritual traditions and cultures, meditate 
as part of their spiritual practice. If all 
meditators, each in his/her own place and 
tradition, could do their meditation with one 
intention on one day, we would generate a 
tidal wave of spiritual energy for the healing 
of the world. That is what we invite you to 
do on the 4 October.
Many years ago Teilhard de Chardin wrote:

Someday, after mastering
The winds, the waves, the tides and gravity,

We shall harness for God the Energies of 
Love, and then,

for a second time in the history of the world,
humans	will	have	discovered	fire. 

We have come a long way in harnessing 
the energies of wind and tides and gravity. 
But we have not yet learned to so live that 
every being in the world can flourish. For 
this we need to harness the Energies of 
Love for the healing of the world and the 
flourishing of all beings.
The Energies of Love are the life-force of the 
Universe. They lie deep within us, the Source 
of Life, of our life. When you meditate on 4 
October, we invite you to consciously unite 
with meditators throughout the world, and 
to focus your awareness on the Energies of 
Love within you. 
As you breathe in, invite the Energies of 
Love to fill you. As you breathe out, send 
the Energies of Love into the world, 
bringing healing and peace to all beings 

and to the Earth itself. If you don’t practise 
meditation, could you dedicate an hour of 
your day to the intention of sending out love 
to the world? Whatever you are involved in 
during that hour, do it consciously and with 
love. Or you might pause a few moments 
during the day to pray the following prayer 
of St Francis with that same intention and for 
the Earth and its creatures. 
He was also an ambassador of peace. 
May his prayer become your prayer and a 
guide for the way you live. 

Lord, 
make me an instrument of your peace:
where there is hatred, let me sow love;

where there is injury, pardon;
where there is doubt, faith;

where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;
where	there	is	sadness,	joy.

O divine Master, grant
that I may not so much seek
to be consoled as to console,

to be understood as to understand,
to	be	loved	as	to	love.

For it is in giving that we receive,
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned,

and it is in dying
that	we	are	born	to	eternal	life.

St Francis of Assisi 
4 October is the feastday of St Francis of 
Assisi who lived 800 years ago. He was a 
man of great love, especially for the poor. 
Missionary Sisters of Service, Highways and 
Byways - a Community of Service

Invitation to all people 
who practise meditation
Inundating the world with the Energies of Love 

It has been great to escape the city and enjoy the view 
from our little house on the Great Ocean Road. While 
the weather hasn’t been very warm, we have had lots 
of lovely walks through the bush and along the beach. 
We have enjoyed watching mum and dad Superb Fairy-
wrens busily taking turns to feed the young ones in their 
nest. The Rufous Bristlebirds have regaled us with loud, 
metallic duets most evenings and we have delighted 
watching the New Holland Honeyeaters and Eastern 
Spinebills feasting on the nectar of the agapanthus.

It has been a lovely time of reading, talking and thinking about the year to come. What new 
projects does God have in store for us this year? How to live with grace and peace? 

Cathy Mc

Greetings from Wye River
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From the wider church
Snippets from the Uniting Church Australia-wide

Uniting Care recently welcomed the Australian 
Government’s announcement of a further $1 
billion investment for older Australians and 
the increase in 10,000 home care packages 
to support people in  their own home. 
National Director Claerwen Little stated 
this is not the whole solution and that 
“transformation of the aged care system 
remains an absolute priority and is long 
overdue . . . [and that] funding is just one 
critical part of the solution – we must also 
ensure an adequately remunerated and 
skilled workforce”.
https://unitingcare.org.au/download/
unitingcare-australia-welcomes-additional-
investment-in-aged-care/

Ending loneliness
26 November marked the 
national launch of the Ending 
Loneliness Together group 
(ELT). ELT is a registered 
charity created by a 
network of universities and 
industry partners, including 
UnitingCare, to: 
• raise awarenesss of loneliness as a social, 

health and economic problem
• learn from the lived experience of 

loneliness and 
• work to tackle chronic loneliness 

effectively. 
For details visit 
https://endingloneliness.com.au/

New Coatesville minister
Reverend Graham Bartley was recently 
inducted at Coatesville Uniting Church. 
Reverend Bartley is the grandson of Glad, 
and nephew of Della, Hilton both of whom 
worshipped at St John’s and St Stephen’s 
North Caulfield.
Hobart Uniting Church anniversary
Hobart’s Wesley Uniting Church was the 
venue to celebrate the 200th anniversary of 
the first Methodist service in Van Diemen’s 

Land. The first service was preached by 
Benjamin Carvosso who returned in 1825  as 
the first minister at Wesley. 
Human rights in the Philippines

The Justice and International 
Mission  Cluster of the VicTas 
Synod recently produced They 
cannot kill our faith, a report 
which documents recent deaths, 
assaults and harassment of 
church workers and members 

in the Philippines. Such actions accompany 
President Rodrigo Duterte’s war on drugs.
Among those targeted are members of the 
United Church of Christ in the Philippines 
(UCCP), which has a strong connection with 
the Uniting Church in Australia, as well as 
other churches. Many of those targeted are 
from impoverished backgrounds.
Reverend Berlin Guerrero is the minister 
at Dandenong Uniting Church. As a UCCP 
pastor in the Philippines, he advocated and 
campaigned on human rights, on economic 
and environmental issues and the treatment 
of farmers, workers, the poor and students. 
He was suspected of being part of the 
underground communist movement. He 
was abducted, tortured and had a baseless 
murder case filed against him. After one 
year, three months and 15 days he was freed 
from jail.
Dr Mark Zirnsak, Senior Social Justice 
Advocate in the Uniting Church, urges Uniting 
Church members to write to:
• the Philippines ambassador Hellen Barber 

De La Vega expressing your concern 
about the treatment of those defending 
human rights in the Philippines and let 
her know that its government must 
send a clear message that the murder, 
harassment and intimidation of these 
people is unacceptable.

• our Minister for Foreign Affairs, Senator 
Marise Payne, outlining your concerns 
about the situation in the Philippines.

The report is at https://justact.org.au/
international-peace/reports/

Link invited Reverend Jennie Gordon, 
Resourcing Minister, Pastoral and Strategic, 
in the Presbytery of Gippsland, to write 
about the Uniting Church in that region. Read 
about the Fig Tree Project on the next page. 

UnitingCare Australia (UCA) is a national body 
for the Uniting Church’s community services 
network in Australia, supporting 1.4 million 
people each year across urban, rural and 
remote communities and powered by over 
50,000 staff and 30,000 volunteers.

Uniting Care welcomes funding for aged 
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Gippsland Grows Figs
by Reverend Jennie Gordon
Remember the parable of the barren fig 
tree? It’s in Luke 13: 6–9. The master wants 
to cut it down and the gardener says, “Give 
it one more year, and I’ll prune, water and 
feed it, then if it doesn’t bear fruit, you can 
cut it down.” 
Our ministry strategy in the Presbytery of 
Gippsland, The Fig Tree Project, is based 
on this parable. All ministers have been 
allocated into one of six teams across 
Gippsland and each congregation belongs 
to a ministry team. Presbytery Ministers 
lead two teams each and, together with the 
ministers are able to know and love each 
congregation, offering them what they need 
to thrive and be fruitful. It’s the reality of the 
present time that some churches will need 
to close. With The Fig Tree Project, this can 
happen in an environment of nurture and 
support. 
We need each other and we know we 
work better, and live better, when we are 
connected. Team ministry has challenges 
along with blessings and we are learning 
how to shift our thinking and our doing into 
a more collaborative style of ministry. Yes, 
2020 was a tough year for Gippsland, but 
we made it through together. 
Thanks be to God!

From the wider church – continued

My new home
After a big wait I moved 
into my new home in 
Hampton in December. 
I am happy to be here. 
Everything is clean and 
fresh with new carpets 
and paint. I have a shed 
to store my scooter 
in so getting out and 
about is much easier. 
My budgies enjoy being 
outside during the day 
twittering away to their 
feathered friends. 

Everyone I have met is friendly and even 
the chemist calls me by my first name. I am 
learning where the buses go and about the 
new local shops.

Eric

The L I T T L E things
As you might remember, the head of a 
company survived 9/11 
Because his son started kindergarten.
Another fellow was alive because it was 
His turn to bring donuts. 
One woman was late because her 
Alarm	clock	didn’t	go	off	in	time. 
One was late because of being stuck on 
the NJ Turnpike
Because of an auto accident. 
One of them 
Missed his bus. 
One spilled food on her clothes and took
Time to change. 
One’s Car wouldn’t start. 
One couldn’t 
Get	a	taxi.	
The one that struck me 
was the man who put on a new pair of 
shoes that morning, took the various 
means to get to work, but before he got 
there, he developed a blister on his foot. 
He stopped at a drugstore to buy a 
Band-Aid.	That	is	why	he	is	alive	today.

Now when I am 
• Stuck in traffic , 
• Miss an elevator, 
• Turn back to answer a ringing phone
All the little things that annoy me 
I think to myself, 
This is exactly where 
God wants me to be 
At	this	very	moment	.	.	.	
Next time your morning seems to be 
• Going wrong, 
• You can’t seem to find the car keys, 
• You hit every traffic light,
• Don’t get mad or frustrated; 
It may be just that God is at work 
watching over you. 
May God continue to bless you 
With all those annoying little things 
And may you remember their possible
purpose. 
Pass this on to someone else 
There is NO LUCK attached. 
If you delete this, it’s okay: 
God’s Love Is Not Dependent On E-Mail!! 
(that’s the cool part)

A M E N 
Supplied by Andrea
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The year 2020 is one we may wish to forget. However, it is worthwhile looking at how the St 
John’s year progressed. It started with Cuppa, Friday Friends and Sunday Night Live. Then 
came church lockdown, weekly church at home courtesy of Karel and Lynette, followed by 
Zoom morning tea and Communion, together with social justice messages. 2020 wrapped up 
with resumed face-to-face services, Mini Fete and Op Shop dinner. Happy 2021 to all.

2020 in retrospect

One morning
I got up early one morning
And I rushed right into the day;
I had so much to accomplish
That I didn’t have time to pray.
Problems just tumbled about me
and heavier came each task.
“Why doesn’t God help me?” I wondered.
He answered, “You didn’t ask”.
I wanted to see joy and beauty
but the day toiled on, gray and bleak.

I wondered why God didn’t show me;
He said “But you didn’t seek.”
I tried to come into God’s presence;
I used all the keys at the lock.
God gently and lovingly chided
“My child, you didn’t knock.”
I woke up early this morning
and paused before entering the day;
I had so much to accomplish
that I had to take time to pray.

Supplied by Andrea
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Op Shop Update
by Cathy Hill
End of 2020 review 
Thank you all for your contribution to St John’s UC Op Shop! Our Christmas Volunteer Thank You 
Dinner was a wonderful success with a three-course meal prepared by Ian and Cathy and a well 
decorated setup by our Christmas fairies Alli G, Shemara and Alex! Special mention to our very 
own Santa John, all who attended and those who could not but were with us in spirit on the night!

December fete
We were fortunate to pull together our December fete – thank you once 
again to our amazing team for setting up and hosting the day, a remarkable 
success at very short COVID go ahead notice!
Op Shop donations
Although our shop has been in COVID hibernation for much of 2020 our 
community has rallied and we are proud to advise our December 2020 
financial donations: Medecins Sans Frontiers $1000, Refugee Legal 
$1000x2, Food Bank $1000x2, Prahran Mission $1000, Fred Hollows 
Foundation $1000, Indigenous Literacy $1000, Uniting Asylum Seekers 
$1000, Frontier Services $2000, Friends of Refugees $1000, Uniting World 
$1000, Act for Peace $1000. 
Food drive
Thanks to the generosity of our community our December food drive 
provided much needed goods for Food for Families Prahran Mission. Special 
mention to Rita at Benjamin’s Cakes and Biscuits for supporting this drive 
and collecting from their shop also. 
Cyclone relief
With an abundance of donations upon January reopening and great need in 
the wake of 350 kph cyclone which devastated areas of Fiji a week before 
Christmas our little shop has pulled together to prepare, pack and deliver 
relief goods to be shipped to the Uniting Methodist Church in Fiji.
What’s on in 2021
• St John’s UC Op Shop Fete Saturday 14 March 9am–1pm at St John’s 

Uniting Church, 567 Glen Huntly Rd, Elsternwick. Devonshire tea, 
sausage sizzle, books 3 for $5 Mega Sale, plants, clothing sale, bric-a-
brac, household goods, children’s toys and games, and mobility aids.

• St John’s UC Op Shop 21st Anniversary celebration – April 2021. 
Watch this space for details!

Warm regards,
Cathy Hill and the incredible St John’s UC Op Shop Family

Would you or someone you know 
care to volunteer in the Op Shop?
Contact Cathy 0492 837 542 
to get involved.
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Month 7 February Epiphany 5* 
14 February 

Transfiguration of Jesus 
21 February Lent 1 28 February Lent 2 Diary Dates  

Leader Rev Lynette Dungan Rev Lynette Dungan Rev Lynette Dungan Rev Karel Reus Birthdays  
7 Ray Yates 
27 Pauline Carlin 
* Holy Communion 

Lectionary 
Readings 

Isaiah 40:21–31; Psalm 
147: 1-11; 20c; 1 Cor 
9:16–23; Mark 1: 29–39* 

2 Kings 2:1–12; Psalm 
50:1–6; 2 Cor 4:3–6; 
Mark 9:2–9 

Genesis 9:8–17; 
Psalm 25:1–10; 1 Peter 
3:18–22; Mark 1:9–15 

Genesis 17:1–7, 15–16; 
Psalm 22: 23–31; Rom 
4:13–25; Mk 8:31–38 

Prayer Cathy Patricia Greg Audrey 

Greeters Denise Wendy Colin Pauline 

Readers Patricia Alex Audrey Michael 

Projector Greg  Michael Cathy Geoff 

Steward/Offering Michael/Andrea Cathy/Colin Cathy/Colin Andrea/Michael 

Morning Tea Patricia/Denise Wendy/Pauline Rhonda/Alex Pam/Audrey 

Flowers Audrey Rhonda Alex Pauline 

       

Month 7 March Lent 3* 14 March Lent 4 21 March Lent 5 28 March Palm Sunday Diary Dates  

Leader Rev Lynette Dungan Rev Lynette Dungan Rev Lynette Dungan Rev Karel Reus Birthdays 
12 Tsai Show Cheng 
19 Patricia McKay 
27 Eric Stork 
* Holy Communion 
 

Lectionary 
Readings 

Exodus 20:1–17; 
Psalm 19; 1 Cor 1:18–25; 
John 2:13–22* 

Numbers 21:4–9; Psalm 
107:1–3, 17–22; John 
3:14–21; Eph 2:1–10; 

Jeremiah 31:31–34;  
Psalm 51: 1–12; Hebrews 
5:5–10; John 12:20–33 

Isaiah 50:4–9a; Psalm 
118:1–2, 19–29; Philip 
2:5–11; Mark 11:1–11. 

Prayer Cathy Greg Audrey Patricia 

Greeters Pauline Geoff Colin Denise 

Readers Alex Michael Cathy Audrey 

Projector Geoff Cathy Greg Michael 

Steward/Offering Andrea/Michael Cathy/Colin Cathy/Colin Andrea/Michael 

Morning Tea Patricia/Pam Rhonda/Audrey Alex/Wendy Pauline/Denise 

Flowers Audrey Rhonda Alex Pauline 

St John’s Uniting Church, Elsternwick 
Roster & diary dates for February and March 2021 
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