
Pentecost Thoughts 
May 2021

We are about to enter the Season 
of Pentecost in the Churchs’ 
calendar. It is a time when we 
consider the influence of the Holy 
Spirit.

The gift of the Holy Spirit was understood as a 
gift that keeps on giving, passed on  through 
the ages to equip communities of faith to 
live out lives of love and service. A gift that 
was shared, powerful, and mysterious, able 
to create new communities and break down 
barriers yet also personal, as close as your 
breath and the act of breathing (the Hebrew 
word for Spirit is ruach – literally the breath 
that enables life). 
When we talk about the Holy Spirit, we 
can draw on words like inspiring, dynamic, 
energetic, infusing, enthusiastic, comforting, 
peaceful; the Spirit can stir us gently or 
shake us up to become active and risk-
taking. Perhaps after the last year 2020 we 
need to feel the Spirit at work shifting our 
perspective and re-orienting us to new life.
In the Scriptures, images like wind and fire 
evoked experiences for the early Christian 
communities that were life-giving, warming, 
flowing, shaking, transforming, challenging, 
enlivening, and unifying to depict the dynamic 
Holy Spirit at work where people shared the 
life of God with others. 
When we contemplate the Spirit in our lives 
today, (for all believers are given the gift of the 
Holy Spirit) we think about God’s character 
and energy alive in us and all around us in 
creation. The Spirit gives us abilities to serve, 
to share and experience God’s hospitality, 
to be active signs of God’s peace, justice, 
and love in the world in concrete ways. To 
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demonstrate everyday miracles that come 
from working together for the common good.
Australian poet Noel Davis puts it well in his 
poem ‘Making miracles together’

When we dare to share with one another
What we want to hold and hoard and store
When we challenge our attitude to life
That what we most need is scarce  
And there’s too little to go 'round
When we reach out to each other in need      
And we all contribute just a little
Of the abundance we have received
The basket of life overflows
The meal and oil renewed
And we proclaim it a miracle – 
The Boundless Spirit of God 
Pouring through our deeds
Noel Davis, Love finds a way: Little meditations 
and reflections from its encounters, Shekinah 
Creative Centre, 2000, p. 88.

May you in this Pentecost Season draw on 
“the boundless Spirit of God” alive in you and 
creation and celebrate the life that overflows 
and renews. For when the Spirit moves, 
change can happen in surprising ways and 
we are blessed.

Reverend Lynette Dungan

LINK
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I take nothing for granted, for whenever you do
The joy of enjoying is lessened for you –
For we rob our own lives much more than we know
When we fail to respond or in any way show
Our thanks for the blessings that daily are ours ... 
The warmth of the sun, the fragrance of flowers,
The beauty of twilight, the freshness of dawn,
The coolness of dew on a green velvet lawn
The kind little deeds so thoughtfully done,
The favours of friends and the love that someone
Unselfishly gives us in a myriad of ways,
Expecting no payment and no words of praise –
Oh, great is our loss when we no longer find
A thankful response to things of this kind,
For the joy of enjoying and the fullness of living
Are found in the heart that is filled 
with Thanksgiving.

Helen Steiner Rice
from Audrey

A thankful heart

St John’s Church Council held a meeting 
of the full Council on 14 April 2021, 
and of the Executive members on 12 
May 2021. The next meeting of the full 
Council is scheduled for 9 June 2021. 
The April meeting was the first for 
the new Council elected at the Annual 
General Meeting  (AGM) in March 2021 
which includes the existing seven 
members from the past year plus a new 
member Wendy McDonald.
The informative AGM was followed by an 
intimate, moving memorial service for 
our Op Shop Assistant Retail Manager Jo 
McCubbin conducted by Lynette Dungan. 
It was attended by family members (who 
had been unable to attend the funeral 
service), volunteers and customers of 
the Op Shop including one woman who 
had trained as an opera singer and sang 
a hymn which she had discussed with Jo 
in the past.
The new Council has a challenging year 
ahead of it, with some matters already 
subject of discussion at the April and 
May meetings including:
• managing hall and room bookings 

– a proposal has been received and 
is under consideration from the 
Caulfield South Community House;

• sale of the Foster Street site – a 
meeting has been had with Synod 
and Presbytery about options for 
sale of the property which appears 
likely to proceed under the Money for 
Mission program but steps to achieve 
this are still proceeding;

• renewal of our Safe Church - Ken Wallis 
has confirmed he will continue to act 
as our Safe Church representative 
and we will resume including this as 
a standing agenda item;

• ministry at St John’s – Lynette is 
continuing to provide ministry with 
Karel Reus and the Worship and 
Nurture Committee covering the one 
Sunday per month where Lynette is 
unavailable. The Council noted that 
Easter services had gone well;

• re-establishing community activities 
– Council is encouraging the return 
of popular activities such as cuppa 
and chat, Friday Friends and Sunday 

Nite Live via congregation members previously 
involved in these;

• staying COVID-safe - arrangements in place 
at St John’s are currently being reviewed and 
updated.

Council recognised efforts of congregation members, 
Op Shop volunteers and other community partner 
organisations in running two successful mini-fetes 
this year. 
Council is considering opportunities to employ a 
part-time community activity / events co-ordinator 
to enable additional activities to be planned and 
delivered.

Michael Forbes 
Secretary

The Uniting Church Historical Society will next meet 
on Sunday 20 June at 2.00pm in the Stonnington 
Community Uniting Church, 57–59 Burke Road, 
Malvern.
The speaker is Reverend Dr D'Arcy Wood who 
will speak on How the Church's songs shaped 
our heritage? Dr Wood describes the program 
thus: During this talk we’ll sing songs typical of 
Congregationalists, Methodists and Presbyterians 
and examine briefly their theology and their musical 
style. Finally, we’ll sing a few recent compositions 
which have potential for the Churches’ future. 

Geoff

Hymn singing



The family
Valda  was born and 
lived in Elsternwick for 
her entire life. 96 years 
in her family home at 4 
Downshire Rd and the 
final three at Victoria 
By The Park, which 
overlooks Hopetoun 

Gardens, where Valda remembered being 
lifted up onto the cannons by her father. 
She was an only child but both her parents 
came from large families so there were 
lots of cousins to grow up with. In their 
later years one set of grandparents moved 
into Maysbury Avenue. The family were 
members of the Orrong Road Methodist 
Church before it amalgamated with St 
John’s.
Valda went to primary school in Elwood 
before enrolling at MLC for the rest of 
her schooling, where she showed  artistic 
promise. Watercolour painting became her 
favourite pastime which she combined with 
her love of gardening, producing beautiful 
paintings of flowers.
After school, she joined the ANZ Bank in 
Collins Street in a junior position and then 
moved up to work as a travel consultant 
for the rest of her working life. This of 
course came with lots of Australian and 
international travel which she thoroughly 
enjoyed.
She led a very happy life with her many 
friends and cousins.

Phillippa and Louise 
second cousins

The church
I began visiting Valda Mae in the mid 90s.  
One always received a warm and hospitable 
welcome although one did learn to avoid 
calling at 4.30pm on a weekday as she 
was an avid follower of The Bold and the 
Beautiful.
There was much to like and admire about 
Valda. She was a thoughtful and caring 
person and was remarkably good at 
connecting with people – at making friends 
and maintaining friendships.

Valda Mae Clarke 1921–2021

One example of her thoughtfulness toward 
me was when she invited me to lunch which 
we had in the more formal dining room 
where there was plenty of table space to 
accommodate lunch and all she needed 
to give me my first watercolour painting 
lesson since leaving school. This inspired 
me to join U3A where I enjoyed many years 
of watercolour painting classes.
Another example of her thoughtful forward 
planning was to ask me for a contact 
address if I was going away as she was 
mindful of the fact that, when away, it is 
always good to receive a letter from your 
home base.
So many good memories.  
RIP dear Valda Mae.

Jane
Valda was a long-term member of the 
church. Living most of her life in Downshire 
Road behind the Orrong Road Methodist 
Church. When she was young her father 
would lift her over the back fence. Valda 
had a bubbly personality, enjoyed a chat 
and a laugh and was once described as 
Elsternwick’s oldest teenager. 

Cathy
At work
Myself and five friends all had the great 
pleasure of meeting and working with Valda 
at ANZ Travel during the 1960s, developing 
a friendship that would endure for some 60 
years to come. 
Valda worked as a domestic travel 
consultant for many years, a position 
which she enjoyed immensely. Valda had a 
lovely personality, was always smiling and 
engaged with her clients in a professional 
and friendly manner. Valda retired at the 
age of 50, by which time the girls had also 
left ANZ Travel. Our friendships continued 
in the decades that followed with many 
a girls’ lunch and catch up.  She will be 
greatly missed.

Carole
Recreation and shopping
I met Valda at Hughesdale Art Group over 
35 years ago. Valda was a good water 
colour artist and won a number of prizes 
over the years.

Relatives and friends joined at St John’s on Thursday 15 April to celebrate the life of Valda 
Mae Clarke, 26 September 1921 to 10 April 2021. The congregation heard the following 
five reminiscences of Valda’s life. 
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Valda asked me to join the Elsternwick 
Women’s Golf Club and we did many rounds 
of golf together for many years. I will 
always remember her green rubber boots 
on the fairways. We also went swimming at 
Elwood Beach together and sometimes my 
grandchildren would also join us.
She also would join in with my family on 
Mother’s Day as we would both visit our 
Mothers at the Cheltenham Cemetery 
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be named either after the first white woman 
in the area, Mrs Harriet Luke, or to be named 
after the first white child to be born there.
The school opened in 1866 and in 1876, 
350 children were enrolled. In 1864, 2,850 
miners were living in the Ovens  Valley and 
of these 2,300 were of Chinese descent. 
The  Chinese  made homes along the East 
and West Ovens  Rivers and mined as well 
as nurturing market gardens. Little remains 
of the ruins. 
In 1879, Harrietville was officially proclaimed 
a town. There are two churches, Church of 
England and Roman Catholic, although the 
Wesleyan church was there in the early days. 
There are two hotels, a bakery, museum, 
primary school and community hall as well 
as a number of guest accommodations. The 
streets are lined with beautiful deciduous 
trees which are currently changing from 
green to gold and russet.

We spent time at Mount Buffalo, Beechworth,  
Yackandandah, Myrtleford and met up with 
friends.

Patricia

I have just returned from a relaxing holiday 
in Harrietville situated on the Great Alpine 
Road 25 kilometres from Bright and halfway 
between Bright and Mount Hotham resort in 
the Alpine Shire.
Before Europeans, the Waveroo Aborigines 
inhabited the area, travelling the alpine 
tracks  and, in season, to the Bogong High 
Plains for the Bogong Moth.
Gold was discovered in 1852. Alluvial  gold 
was mined  at first and then dredging started 
in 1899. In 1939, the enormous Tronoh 
dredge, owned by T mines of London, was 
transported, dredging to a depth of forty 
metres. This operated until 1947 and then 
was shipped to Malaysia. This operation 
left an enormous hole, now a lake which 
is  used for swimming and boating. The 
lake has wonderful reflections and beautiful 
surrounds.
The original name was Harriet Vale which 
was then changed to Harrietville. There are 
two theories as to its origin. It is thought to 

My holidays in Harrietville

together with our flowers and then enjoy 
lunch with my family.
We both enjoyed going to live shows at 
Labassa in Caulfield and the ballet.
I used to help Valda with her shopping in 
her later years and we had many trips to 
Coles supermarket to gather her supplies.
Valda was great fun and lovely company 
and was a good friend. She was a Lady.

Jenny 
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Cathy

Our finances
The Presbytery of Port Phillip East (PPE) 
recently calcuated the minimum costs 
required to operate a church with a full-time 
minister.
These costs are:
• stipend, on-costs and housing $105,000
• property maintenance $40,000
• Mission and service (M&S) $15,000.
The equivalent figures in dollars for St John’s 
for the last two years are:
• stipend etc: 2019: 71,248; 2020: 33,717
• property 2019: 6,292; 2020: 16,255
• M&S 2019: 16,650; 2020: 16,983.

St John’s Elsternwick finance  details
Further details of St John’s finances are:

M&S as 
% of income

Giving as 
% of income

2020: 13% 2020: $23,962 (19%)
2019: 10% 2019: $30,304 (21%)
Note: 20 PPE congregations gave less than 5% 
of their operating income to the M&S Fund.

Property income Property income as % 
of operating income

2020: $73,040 2020: 58%
2019: $85,103 2019 62%

Cash reserves held by St John’s
2020: $281,183 2019: $281,912

60 years 
celebration

We congratulate Reverend Deacon Margaret 
Black for recently celebrating the sixtieth 
anniversary of her commissioning as a 
Deacon in (what is now) the Uniting Church. 
Presbytery Minister Reverend Duncan 
Macleod (pictured above at left) presented 
Margaret with her certificate during the 11 
April service at Armadale Uniting Church. 
Armadale minister Reverend Fiona Winn is 
on the right.
Margaret kindly provided these words:
I was commissioned a Deaconess of the 
Presbyterian Church of Victoria, at Lilydale 
in 1961, and later was reinstated as a 
Deaconess of the Uniting Church in Australia. 
When the Diaconate was renewed at Wesley 
Church in February 1993 I became a Deacon 
of the Uniting Church in Australia.

Although my marriage of 32 years broke 
down in 1995 whilst i was away working 
in Horsham for three years, I was able to 
continue with my professional life in ministry 
in retirement doing supply ministry, until I 
finally retired 10 years ago at Lilydale when 
I moved to North Caulfield.
I have a loving and supportive family, and 
am blessed in having a dear and loving and 
hugely supportive husband in Karel Reus. 
My philosophy of life is making positives out 
of a lot of negatives.  
As I said with conviction at Allan Casey’s 
funeral last year in reciting the 23rd Psalm – 
“Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 
all the days of my life and I shall dwell in the 
house of the Lord my whole life long”.

Easter 2021

The editors Andrea, Patricia and Geoff, 
thank contributors to this edition including 
proofreading by Colin.

Good Friday Easter Day



In 1945, the young Prince, a Naval Officer on 
leave in rural Victoria, was riding his horse 
through a bush paddock when he came 
upon young Val, an eight-year-old youngster 
happily exploring near her family home in 
Middle Creek.
Val was the local schoolteacher’s daughter; 
the Prince was holidaying with the White 
family, local landholders. 
Unfortunately, Val’s little dog Sooner took 
fright and barked loudly at the horse.  
According to Val’s account, Phillip quickly got 
things under control with a bit of shouting.  
She later reported to her parents some of 
the language and asked them what the 
unknown horseman was saying to her dog.  
Schoolteacher Swan wisely did not fully 
explain what the rider was saying, so we will 
never know!
Twice, years later on two Royal visits, Val 
found herself face to face with Phillip, but 
was much too shy to explain that she had 
already met him. 
The Editors thank Val for sharing this story.

Prince Phillip and the Dog
Since Prince Phillip's passing, we have heard many accounts of the Prince, and people who 
have met him across the world. Uniting Church Deaconess Val Aumann is the daughter of 
schoolmaster Orm Swan who was appointed to Middle Creek State School near Buangor 
during World War 2. This article describes her encounter with the Prince.

Val with her Dad at Middle Creek among the 
Gum Trees without Sooner the Dog, 1945.
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If we knew
Could we but draw back the curtain
That surrounds each other's lives
See the naked heart and spirit
Know what spur our action gives
Often we should find it better
Purer than we judge we should
We would love each other better
If we only understood.
Could we judge all deeds by motives
See the good and bad within
Often we should love the sinner
All the while we loathe the sin
Could we know the powers working
To overthrow integrity
We would judge each others errors
With more patient charity
If we knew the cares and trials
Knew the efforts all in vain
All the bitter disappointments

Understood the loss and gain
Would the grim eternal toughness
Seem I wonder just the same
Would we help when now we hinder
Would we pity where now we blame
Ah we judge each other harshly 
Knowing not life’s hidden force
Knowing not the force of action
Is less turbid at its source
Seeing not amid the evils
All the golden grains of good
Oh we’d love each other better
If only we understood.

from Judith

Friday Friends
Join us in the West Room at 6.30pm on 
Friday 30 July. BYO your food. 
All very welcome.



PWMU Cook Book fifth edition release
Renowned chef Gabriel 
Gaté recently launched the 
latest edition which was first 
published by the Presbyterian 
Womens’ Missionary Union 
in 1904. Since 1977, it has 
been prepared by the PWMU
Cookbook Committee which 

is a joint committee of the Presbyterian and 
Uniting Churches in Victoria. 
Compared with my inherited 1976 edition, 
the latest edition has a larger page format 
with many of the familiar sections remaining. 
Early sections include Notes for New Cooks, 
Useful Culinary Hints, Dietary Guidelines, 
Measurements, and Substitute Foods. The 
Simple Recipes section is retained with 
Muesli replacing porridge and the addition 
of Pizza Muffins. The Contents Pages and 
Index will guide you to a kaleidoscope of 
recipes. The 1976 International Recipes 
section has disappeared but much new 
multicultural fare includes Chinese cabbage 
and broccoli, Dutch apple tart, Hungarian 
beef goulash, Indian biscuits, kebabs, 
Mexican hot pot, panoche, ratatouille, 
tabbouleh, Thai green curry and rice soup, 
and yonanas. The microwave and freezer 
now feature while plums and gooseberries 
are no longer present. Royalties provide 
funding for mission and teaching projects of 
both churches. All cooks should take a look.

Geoff

From the wider church
Snippets from the Uniting Church Australia-wide
Synod Meeting 2021
The Synod of Victoria and Tasmania meets 
every 18 months. This year it was held online 
for the first time in late February. Summaries  
for each of the three days are at https://
victas.uca.org.au/about-us/synod-meeting/

Raise the age of legal responsibility 
Everyone knows that children do best when 
they are supported, nurtured and loved. 
But across Australia, children as young 
as 10 can be arrested by police, charged 
with an offence, hauled before a court and 
locked away in a prison. The current age 
of legal responsibility goes against the 
recommendations of medical experts and 
the United Nations. Yet still, about 600 
children aged 10 to 13 are locked up in 
Australia every year – 70 per cent of them 
Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islanders. It’s 
time for the federal, state and territory 
governments to do what’s right and change 
the laws to raise the age, so children aged 10 
to 13 years are not sent to prison. Children 
belong in classrooms and playgrounds, not 
in handcuffs, courtrooms or prison cells.
Help us urge Governments across Australia 
to raise the age of legal responsibility to 14 
years. Sign the Petition at 
https://www.raisetheage.org.au/

from JustACT 
https://justact.org.au/justupdate/

Frontier Services
Frontier Services works 
with remote Australians 
through bush chaplains 
shown on this map. 
A further avenue of 
assistance is through 
Outback Links which 
connect people in need 
with volunteers. 
Volunteer opportunities 
are available at https://
frontierservices.org
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The portable building was donated by a 
Presbyterian, Mr. J. MacLellan, and supplied 
from the Big Store in  Chapel Street, Prahran.  
The portable building was:

so constructed that it could be taken down 
in sections and easily moved from one 
place to another. [Moreover it] was to be 
used for the purpose of helping establish a 
cause in some locality where progressive 
work was being undertaken about the city 
and suburbs, the condition being attached  
that no one place should have it for more 
than two, or under certain circumstances, 
three years.3

Forward four years, the current brick church 
was opened on 15 May 1921. In following 
years, the parsonage was approved (1924), 
tennis court laid (1926), and the Sunday 
School Hall opened on 17 November 1928.4

After 11 years, the complex  was in place 
to serve local Methodists for many years 
and to continue to serve the South Caulfield 
community in 2021.
References
1 Census of the Commonwealth of Australia  1921, 

Part XI, p. 758; Sands & McDougall Directory, 
selected years. The local area is bounded by 
Kooyong, Gardenvale and Hawthorn Roads and 
Sycamore Street; Census 1933, Part II, p. 184 
identified 2918 Methodists in the City of caulfield.

2  G. Mann, A coming together, pp. 5–6.
3 The Spectator and Methodist Chronicle, 26 

September 1917, p. 10. The Big Store was the 
second store of Foy & Gibsons located at 303 
Chapel Street Prahran.

4 G. Mann, pp. 5–6.
Geoff  

Change and continuity
The year 2021 marks the centenary of the 
opening of Kooyong Road Methodist Church. 
The brick church at the corner of Kooyong 
Road and Jupiter Street was then part 
of the St Kilda Circuit but was later the 
Superintendent church of the Caulfield 
Circuit which also comprised Hawthorn Road 
(on Penhalluriack’s carpark site), Bundeera 
Road and Bambra Road in North Caulfield.
For me in the period to Church Union, and as 
a member of Hawthorn then Bambra Road 
churches, I was involved with the Kooyong 
Road congregation with occasional Circuit-
wide services in the church, Circuit teas and 
youth activities in the hall, camps, and the 
parsonage for my piano lessons.
Why write about the opening of a new church 
a century ago? I see this distant church 
opening being part of history repeating 
itself. The 1921 church opening, a response 
to South Caulfield’s exploding population, 
formed an invaluable and enduring centre for 
Methodists and the wider community. One 
hundred years later, Jupiter Street  continues 
its community service to the South Caulfied 
community through the flourishing Caulfeld 
South Community House. Cathy’s article on    
page 9 outlines recent changes at the site.
Caulfield South to 1921
Early twentieth century Caulfield South was 
a rapidly expanding outer suburb. Caulfield 
City’s population more than doubled in the 
decade after the start of World War 1 of whom 
2141 were recorded in the 1921 Census 
as Methodists. More locally, the number of 
households increased eightfold in the same 
period.1

Balanced against this increase was the paucity 
of local Methodist churches with the closest 
being Orrong Road, Camden (Hawthorn 
Road) and Mill Street (now Hawthorn Road) 
in East Brighton. Other local denominations 
included St Catharine’s Church of England in 
Poplar Street near Sycamore Street, and the 
then thirty-year-old St John’s Presbyterian 
which had just opened its new brick church.
Steps in church development
1917 saw much activity in establishing the 
church – the current block was purchased 
for £325 and bracken cleared from the site, 
a first meeting was held on 7 May, and a 
portable building was donated in which the 
first service was held on 19 August.2
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Over the last six months I have been 
working with Tracey and the Committee 
of Management of the Caulfield South 
Community House (CSCH) to renovate the 
church area to create a safe and useable 
space for their expanding programs. 

Caulfield South Community House moved 
into the halls at the Kooyong Road site in 
1996 and has continued to connect with the 
community through its growing childcare 
and activities and community garden. There 
is always a buzz of activity when I visit. 
The growth of the Community House and the 
need for a more secure lease arrangement 
led to the creation of a three-year lease for 
the whole building at the end of 2020. 
This started with asking St Mary the Virgin 
Anglican-Catholic Church who had occupied 
the church from 1997 to relocate. 

Their additions to the church reflected the 
ethos of the denomination with religious 
images (reredos), candles, kneelers etc 
around the church. They had restored and 
installed an historic organ on a platform in 
south-west corner so finding a new home 
was a bit of a challenge. Apparently St 
Mary’s is now very happily located in the 
Serrell Street church in the complex with the 
Uniting Church Synod Archives.

Renovating the 
Kooyong Road church

Carpenters, electricians, plumbers, painters 
and floor polishers have transformed the 
church into a wonderful, light and accessible 
space. The organ’s ‘hole’ was filled, the floor 
levelled, electricals have been upgraded, 
the church has been painted, the foyer roof 
repaired and the floor polished.  

The pews which had been in the church for 
100 years were sold and taken to new homes 
in Mulgrave, Berwick, Brunswick, Moonee 
Ponds, Surrey Hills, Mooroolbark, Rosebud, 
Coburg and Airey’s Inlet. It was lovely to 
meet the various new owners, to tell them a 
little of the history and know that a little of 
the church was continuing to be enjoyed as 
a special feature in their homes. 

CSCH are already enjoying their new home, 
welcoming participants to art, yoga and 
exercise classes. 

Cathy
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Hello to All,
You may be aware there is a new store 
manager at the St John’s Op Shop. That’s 
me, Kym Westmoreland. 

It has been a lovely start with the warm 
welcoming by volunteers, committee 
members and not forgetting the regular 
customers. Lots of meet and greets . . . and 
cakes!!
I have had extensive experience in various 
retail positions mostly Op Shop-related, but 
some unusual ones like when l was paid to 
walk up and down the beach in Beaumaris. 
No, I wasn’t a lifeguard. If you come into the 
shop I will tell you more.
Please feel free to drop in and have a chat, 
and BYO some donations. Have a hunt around 
home and bring extraneous items down. You 
might even find a bargain while you’re here. 
As the days turn colder the Op Shop is selling 
more winter gear – knitwear, coats, men’s 
and women’s clothes and cookware.
Lastly, as like a lot of retail and Op Shop 
businesses, St John’s Op Shop continues to 
recover from last year’s extended closures 
thanks to the support of the local community 
and dedicated volunteers. 
Take care see you soon, 

Cheers 
Kym

Volunteer Awards
The shop is so lucky to have such a great team 
of volunteers. They continue to contribute 
weekly or in a few cases 2–4 times a week! 
They welcome people to the shop, engage in 
fun banter and, of course, sell a wide range 
of goods. Do you know someone who would 
like to join the team?

Op Shop Update
Glen Eira Council recognised some of our 
volunteers at the Awards ceremony on 
Thursday 20 May. 

Stephan received a 1000 hours award. He 
has volunteered on Saturdays for over eight 
years. He provides a welcoming greeting to 
customers, offers great customer service and 
creates a lively ambience with his eclectic 
music.
Colin has provided gentle care and quiet 
service in a wonderfully supportive way since 
beginning with us in 2016. We appreciate 
his insightful observations, compassion and 
amusing comebacks.
Gayle welcomes customers into the shop 
four days a week. She provides friendly and 
helpful customer service to all. She loves a 
laugh and trying new things which all adds to 
the enjoyable atmosphere of the shop.
Shemara brings great energy and knowledge 
to the shop as she assists with pricing, sales 
and organisation. She also provides the team 
with many luscious treats.
Terry continues to work his magic with his 
window creations.

Mini Fete
We were blessed on Saturday 7 May with 
a lovely sunny day and friendly customers 
(especially some of our St John’s folk).
Our Op Shop volunteers Alex, Gary, Shemara, 
Margaret, Micheko, Val and Michael Fraser 
contributed greatly to the preparation and 
sales. Thanks too to our church folk, Patricia, 
Denise, Pauline, Rhonda, Don, Michael 
Forbes, Colin, Audrey, Geoff and Luchee. It 
was a successful morning.  

Cathy



After Pentecost
The Church recalls its faith in the Holy Trinity. 
It seeks to relate its faith as a people of God to 
Christ’s mission in the world. It commences 
with Trinity Sunday and concludes with 
the feast of Christ the King on Sunday 21 
November.
22 June Uniting Church Anniversary
2 Chronicles 30:1–9; Psalm 127; Ephesians 
2:19–22; John 17: 1–11.
Hymns sung at the 22 June 1977 Inaugural 
Service: TiS 440 Christ, from whom all 
blessings flow; TiS 59 All people that on 
earth do dwell; Come Holy Ghost our 
souls inspire; TiS 205 Join all the glorious 
names; TiS 106 Now thank we all our God.
In 2007, Reverend Dr D'Arcy Wood looked 
back at the inaugural service in Sydney.

The inauguration of the Uniting Church 
in Sydney on 22nd June 1977 was an 
unforgettable event. In the afternoon 
the appointed representatives of the 
three churches walked together into the 
Lyceum Theatre where the formal vote to 
establish the Church was taken. Fervent 
prayer was offered and a doxology sung. 
In the evening a celebration was held at 
Sydney Town Hall at which Rev Dr Philip 
Potter of the World Council of Churches 
preached. Photos of the event show how 

Church Calendar
male-dominated the proceedings were. 
This soon began to change!
Despite the sadness of a sizeable minority 
of Presbyterians staying out of the union, 
there was great enthusiasm for the new 
Church. It was a movement of renewal, a 
movement of the people, and, I believe, 
a movement of the Holy Spirit.

Rev Dr D’Arcy Wood was secretary of the 
Joint Commission on Church Union 1968–
1972 and national president of the Uniting 
Church 1991–1994.

Source: Crosslight, 22 January 2017. 
Dr Wood’s full article is at https://crosslight.org.
au/2017/01/22/uniting-church-gestation-birth/
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A Friendship Blessing
May you be blessed with good friends.
May you learn to be a good friend to yourself.
May you be able to journey to that place in your soul where 
there is great love, warmth, feeling, and forgiveness.
May this change you.
May it transfigure that which is negative, distant, or cold in you.
May you be brought in to the real passion, kinship, and affinity of belonging.
May you treasure your friends.
May you be good to them and may you be there for them; may they bring you all the 
blessing, challenges, truth, and light that you need for your journey.
May you never be isolated.
May you always be in the gentle nest of belonging with your anam cara.

John O’Donohue, Anam Cara

Anam is the Gaelic word for 
soul and cara is the word 
for friend. So anam cara in 
the Celtic world was the soul 
friend.

Welcome
We extend a warm welcome to 
Raj, Luchee, Patricia, and Kym 
in the Op Shop.

Sunday Nite Live
Sunday 27 June at 6.00pm 
Join us for a relaxed BYO meal and time of sharing 
and reflections with music, art, poetry etc. 
Queries to Greg 0432 596 293



At the end of April Ian and I had a couple of 
days at the Uniting Church’s Adekate campsite 
near Ballarat sitting with and going deeper 
into the Uluru Statement from the Heart. We 
heard from Tim Molineux from UCA Synod’s 
Justice and International Mission Team about 
the recently produced Covenanting Guide 
and progress being made by Victoria’s First 
Peoples Assembly. We learnt a song one 
participant had written as his response to 
the Statement. We worked on a submission 
to the Voice to Government to improve local 
and regional decision-making.

The most moving sections for me were the 
shock of realising how limited the efforts to 
protect Victorian Indigenous people from the 
squatters and pastoralists as they occupied 
the land from 1835. The Colony of Victoria 
was divided into four divisions with tiny areas 
for settlement near present day Mount Rouse, 
Narre Warren, Murchison and Franklinford. 
An ‘Aboriginal Protector’ was appointed for 
each area to make contact with Aboriginal 
people and coerce them to move to the area 
set aside and to be civilised and Christianised. 
Uncle Rick Nelson outlined to us some of 
the history of the Dja Dja Wurrung people 
who were settled to the west of present-
day Mount Franklin (Larnebarramul, or the 
habitat of the emu then called ‘Jim Crow’ by 
the squatters) in 1841. 
At its peak, the Loddon Protectorate had 
a population of 300 Dja Dja Wurrung 
and Aboriginal people from elsewhere. It 
consisted of a school, church, administrative 
centre, workshops, farm, medical outpost, 
flour mill and lime kiln. The area was too 
small for the diverse population to eke out an 
existence farming, fishing and hunting. They 
were a broken people, under pressure from 
neighbouring white squatters and politicians. 

Walking on country
The Protectorate was closed at the end of 
1848 when only about 20 or 30 Dja Dja 
Wurrung were living at the station. By 1870, 
after forced removal to government reserves 
and missions elsewhere, only 14 ancestors of 
the Dja Dja Wurrung Nation could be traced. 
With most of my sixteen great grandparents 
involved in farming in the Western district 
I wonder what part, if any, they played? I 
feel even more strongly the urgent need to 
learn and acknowledge more of our complex 
history.

Cathy
Uluru Statement from the Heart
https://ulurustatement.org/the-statement

Covenanting Guide
https://victas.uca.org.au/resources/covenanting/

Walking down the path
One Sunday after meeting

Pushing my walker
Looking at the pavement

Feeling sorry for myself.

“What do You want me to do?”
“Where do You want me to be?”

I saw a shadow
Of what looked like three balls.

Then . . . suddenly . . . out of a clear sky
Three yellow helium balloons

With yellow and black streamers 
attached

Landed on my walker.
Andrea

Stranger 
than fiction
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Ministry 
of Flowers
from Patricia
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Whilst Easter is a very important time in the 
Christian Church calendar, it has always been 
an important time for our family to set forth 
for travels to renew energies ahead of the 
coming colder months. 
For Easter 2021, Angela and I drove to Broken 
Hill for a three-night stay, with a one-night 
stopover in Mildura en route, and one night 
in Swan Hill on our return journey. Angela 
had never visited Broken Hill previously and 
was keen to go, and my only visit had been 
on a light aircraft tour in the mid-1980s. It 
also presented a great opportunity to try out 
our new vehicle, a Toyota Land Cruiser, which 
we had purchased in February for planned 
long range travels and four-wheel driving 
expeditions around Australia in coming years. 
Listening to our library borrowed audiobook 
of Searching for Schindler by Thomas 
Keneally was an excellent way to just let the 
kilometres pass by without even noticing.
For our stopover in Mildura we camped across 
the Murray River in a tourist park in Buronga, 
looking across the river to houseboats and 
larger riverboats moored on the edge of 
Mildura township. We always enjoy coming 
north to Mildura and enjoy stopping in various 
towns along the six-hour trip. This year the 
unusual Fat Butcher store in Inglewood and 
silo art in Sea Lake were highlights whilst, 
aside from the river scenery, the eating out 
for dinner at a local Thai café and breakfast 
at Stefano’s  Café (a long-time favourite of 
ours) were our Mildura highlights.

It is three hours to Australia’s first heritage 
listed town of Broken Hill up the Silver City 
Highway with Wentworth the site of the 
Murray and Darling confluence our first 
stop only a short distance from Mildura. We 
enjoyed a walk on the aptly named Junction 
Island to the river junction, and then drove 
to the nearby viewing platform for a different 
perspective. The next two and a half hours 
featured flat land, sparse vegetation and a 

few feral goats, with an ice cream and drinks 
stop at the Coombah roadhouse.

Our Broken Hill accommodation was a 
powered camping site at the Broken Hill 
Outback Resort, a tourist park about ten 
minutes outside the township on the road 
to Wilcannia and built around the recently 
revived and renovated Mount Gipps Hotel. 
The Hotel provides drinks and restaurant 
meals plus pizza choices for campers and 
visitors seated in indoor facilities as well as 
on grassed and verandah outdoor settings. A 
well set up camp kitchen provides alternative 
facilities to cook your own food. Several 
million dollars have been invested to create 
this modern tourist park, with the numerous 
young trees planted around the site and 
planned future swimming pool to further 
boost the resort.
We had two full days to experience the local 
attractions. A fabulous two and a half hour 
volunteer-led heritage walk started us off, 
taking in a host of interesting sights within 
a small area of the town. We learnt of the 
minerals discovery (primarily silver, lead and 
zinc), commencement and history of mining 
and the miners, establishment and growth 
of trade unions, the impact of mining and 
associated pollution, and other fascinating 
characters and features of Broken Hill. 
From there on our first day we visited the 
Line of the Lode lookout and the very moving 
Miners Memorial overlooking the town, the 
Silver City Mint and Art Centre with its Big 
Picture painting measuring approximately 
100 metres long by 12 metres high, the Pro 
Hart gallery which included Pro’s Rolls Royce 
collection. many art works, and the Living 
Desert sandstone sculptures outside of the 
town.
Day two took us to the Royal Flying Doctor 
base at the airport for a wonderful tour 
there, then out to Silverton where many 
movies have been filmed including Mad Max 

To the edge of the outback
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2, A Town Like Alice and Wake in Fright. 
The historic hotel had a fascinating photo 
collection of people involved in these movies 
enjoying the pub hospitality. Nearby Mindi 
Mindi Plains lookout provided sunset viewing 
of the vast vista with many other carloads of 
visitors.
There was still more to do in Broken Hill but 
we had to leave Monday Drag Bingo at the 
Palace Hotel (in which scenes from Priscilla 
Queen of the Desert were filmed), the annual 
September Broken Heel festival and other 
attractions for another time.
Our return home we stayed overnight in Swan 
Hill and discovered its beautiful riverside 
park, and a surprise, amazing roadside Anzac 
hay bale characters memorial near Pyramid 
Hill which commemorates ten men from the 
small community of Mologa who were killed 
in service during World War I.

Michael

Renovations
Who has undertaken renovations? Who 
would, now knowing  what is involved, 
subject themselves to this experience?
I considered two options with my house at 
104 Murray Street: selling up and moving to 
somewhere a little further out; or fixing and 
improving the existing interior.
It was in the second half of 2019 that I finally 
decided to look at renovating because I have 
lived here for 40 years and I am happy to 
stay here.
After engaging the son of good friends, we 
agreed on the required work in January 
2020. However, you know what happened, 
which meant the work was put off to the 
start of this year.
The deconstruction and reconstruction 
started on 12 January to be finished at the 
end of February.
The back weatherboard section was 
weatherproofed with the guttering adjusted 
ready to be painted. The renovator then 
moved inside and the chaos started; furniture 
had to be moved into various rooms (picture 
a junk shop) and I had to move out for the 
duration. A very good friend had luckily 
invited me to stay as long as needed.
The dining room floor was ripped up. It 
needed replacing as the foundations had 
sunk and the floorboards were rotten. It is 
quite disturbing to see a dirty big hole and 

only bare earth in your dining room. 
It was interesting to see how the floors were 
constructed in an 1908 Edwardian home. Two 
main bearers, supported by 100mm square 
stumps were  put in place (the previous 
bearers were supported by bricks!) and 
placed into the brick foundations on either 
side of the room. The joists were then placed 
over the top and the floor covering finished 
the process.
Then the time-consuming task of repairing 
the wall plaster started. Unfortunately, it was 
hard plaster applied directly over the bricks 
and substantial movement had weakened 
the surface, leaving cracks and areas where 
it was literally falling off. The end result after 
the room was fully-painted turned into a 
newly refreshed space.
The plaster work in the lounge room and  
second bedroom also required substantial 
plaster repairs, but again looked beautiful 
after being painted. 
The baltic pine boards in the hallway were  
repaired, sanded back to their original light 
sandy yellow colour, and coated in a gloss 
polyurethane. This has had the effect of 
reflecting more light into the entire hallway. 
Hopefully, this gives you some idea of what 
went on at Number 104. 
The work was completed one week before 
Easter. It was then the big clean up. If you 
have had renovation work done you know 
that plaster dust is everywhere and in 
everything.
I am very happy as it has transformed the 
home into a whole new living space. So, I feel 
it was worthwhile going through the drama. 

Ken

Sign of the Times: Autumn in Creswick



June 
6 June* 

Pentecost 2 
13 June 

Pentecost 3 
20 June 

 Pentecost 4 
27 June 

Pentecost 5 
Diary Dates  

Leader Reverend L Dungan Reverend L Dungan Reverend L Dungan Worship & Nurture 
27 Sunday Nite Live 

@6.00pm 

Birthdays  
4 Rhonda 
5 Andrea 
14 Denise 

* Holy Communion 

All services start at 
10.00am 

Lectionary Readings 

1 Sm 8:4–11, (12–15) 16–
20, (11:14–15); Ps 138; 2 
Cor 4:13–5:1; Mk 3:20–35 

1 Sm 15:34–16:13; Ps 20; 2 
Cor 5: 6–10, (11–13), 14–
17; Mk 4:26–34 

1 Sm 17: (1a, 4–11, 19–23), 
32–49 or I Sm: 17:57–18:5, 
10–16; Ps 9:9–20 or Ps 133; 
2 Cor 6:1–13; Mk 4:35–41 

2 Sm 1:1, 17–27; Ps 130;  
2 Cor 8:7–15; Mk 5:21–43 

Prayer Cathy Greg Michael Audrey 

Greeters Denise Wendy Pauline Alex 

Readers Alex Don Geoff Andrea 

Data Projector Michael Cathy Greg Michael 

Steward/Offering Cathy/Andrea Michael/Colin Cathy/Michael Andrea/Greg 

Morning Tea Denise/Patricia Wendy/Rhonda Pauline/Audrey Alex/Pam 

Flowers Audrey Rhonda Alex Pauline 

       

July 
4 July* 

Pentecost 6 
11 July 

Pentecost 7 
18 July 

Pentecost 8 
25 July 

Pentecost 9 
Diary Dates  

Leader Reverend L Dungan Reverend L Dungan Reverend L Dungan Cathy McNicol 
  30 Friday Friends 

@6.30pm 

Birthdays 
27 Wendy 
27 Karel 
28 Raj 

* Holy Communion 

All services start at 
10.00am 

Lectionary Readings 
2 Sm 5:1–5, 9–10; Ps 48; 2 
Cor 12:2–10; Mk 6:1–13 

2 Sm 6:1–5, 12b–19; Ps 24; 
Eph 1:3–14; Mk 6:14–29 

2 Sm 7:1–14a; Ps 89: 20–
37; Eph 2:11–22; Mk 6:30–
34, 53–56 

2 Sm 11:1–15; Ps 14;  
Eph 3 14–21; Jn 6:1–21 

Prayer Patricia Cathy Greg Audrey 

Greeters Pam Wendy Rhonda Geoff 

Readers Don Audrey Cathy Patricia 

Data Projector Cathy Geoff Geoff Greg 

Steward/Offering Andrea/Cathy Cathy/Andrea Cathy/Greg Colin/Andrea 

Morning Tea Patricia/Rhonda Wendy/Denise Audrey/Colin Pauline/Alex 

Flowers Audrey Rhonda Alex Pauline 
 

St John’s Uniting Church, Elsternwick Roster & 
diary dates for June and July 2021 

 


	Link June July 2021 FINAL
	roster june july 2021

