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On my long service leave break 
in 2019 I travelled throughout 
the United Kingdom on a vet-
eran’s cricket tour (Rod was 
playing in this over 60s cricket

team) with cricketers and their wives. In 
this Season of Creation in September, I 
reflect again on a lovely memory walking 
by a babbling brook near Bovey Castle, 
where we stayed on the edges of Dart-
moor. Though Bovey Castle was supposed 
to be the pinnacle of accommodation op-
tions on our tour – with its grand architec-
ture, the memory that I hold onto was the 
felt experience of the beauty of wandering 
and soaking in what nature offered us.
Here, when walking outdoors we walked in 
an ancient forest on a muddy narrow track 
past a bubbling brook where you could see 
evidence of the local deer’s imprints near 
the water’s edge and not hear anything 
except the birds and singing water. We felt 
the peace and tranquility of this journey 
by the brook that captured my attention 
and ministered to my soul. The beauty of 
the brook in the photo below cannot be 
fully captured. Indeed, it ministered to all 
our senses with the smells, sounds and 
sights, of this forest treasure. 
I also note how often streams and rivers 
are mentioned (at least 100 times) in the 
Scriptures and if they are flowing, they are 
considered vivid symbols of God’s blessing 
and fecundity. Consider Deuteronomy 8:7 
“For the Lord your God is bringing you to 
a good land; a land with flowing streams 

with springs, and underground waters 
welling up in valleys and hills,” or in Psalm 
104:10 “You make springs gush forth in 
the valleys, they flow between the hills” 
and verse 12 “By the streams the birds of 
the air have their habitation”.
So, with the joyous memory of that brook 
flowing in North Bovey, I continue to thank 
God for the experiences and offerings of 
a small oasis in this time of lockdown; 
the memory of a time we could feel the 
life and presence of God in the glory and 
grandeur of a sunny day by a babbling 
brook – a flowing stream connecting with 
the heartbeat of God’s wonderful creation. 
Peace to all. 

Reverend Lynette Dungan



Church Council Report
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On a lighter note
In a laundromat
Automatic washing machines: Remove all 
your clothes when the light goes out.

from Gabriel

There has been one online Church Council 
(CC) meeting on 11 August 2021 and one 
online CC Executive meeting on 9 September 
2021 since our last Link report. For the Au-
gust meeting, six CC members and our Sup-
ply Minister Lynette Dungan were in attend-
ance with two members being apologies. All 
Executive members plus Lynette attended 
the Executive meeting.
Key decisions and discussion points from 
these meetings were as follows:
Supply Ministry – it was proposed and 
agreed that Lynette Dungan would continue 
to provide Ministry at St John’s at least to the 
end of February 2022. CC will discuss planned 
Ministry beyond that date with Lynette in late 
January 2022.
Pastoral letters and support of congre-
gation and broader community – CC ex-
pressed its gratitude for the continued prepa-
ration of pastoral letters by Lynette and Karel 
Reus to guide individual worship activities on 
Sundays during lockdown. Our prayer tree 
has continued to accumulate lots of prayers 
from passing traffic. The excellent quality of 
our Link newsletter editions was recognised 
and its value in providing news and other 
items of interest was acknowledged. As lock-
down has stretched out, opportunities for 
online interaction by congregation members 
are being looked at and implemented where 
practical.
Sale of Foster Street site – arrangements 
for sale of the Foster Street site under the 
Uniting Church (UC) Money for Mission Fund 
program were endorsed with Synod Prop-
erty Services leading this process and two 
real estate agencies (Savills and Biggin Scott 
Elsternwick) engaged to undertake the sale. 
Sale of the site will provide funds for St John’s 
to undertake refurbishment and repairs of 
other properties under our stewardship, an-
nual income for seven years of approximate-
ly $60,000 per annum, plus ongoing units in 
the U Ethical investment fund (and interest 
from these units) into the future after the 
seven years.
Project Compassion – the potential in-
volvement of St John’s congregation in this 
initiative was significantly impacted by the 
COVID-19 Delta variant outbreak and lock-
down restrictions. Information was however 
placed on our external noticeboard and con-

tact occurred from Rotary as a result.
Further environment sustainability ini-
tiatives – following on from completing the 
Five Leaf Eco-Awards survey (refer Supple-
ment to August – September Link), St John’s 
has changed its electricity supply arrange-
ments. Whilst still with AGL, power supplied 
to Glen Huntly Road, Foster Street and the 
Op Shop sites is now green power. CC has 
also joined St John’s into a Faiths 4 Climate 
Justice (F4CJ) Day of Action (17–18 October 
2021) initiative and has ordered a banner for 
display outside the Church.
Member Directory – updating of the Mem-
ber Directory has been completed and hard 
copies distributed to congregation members. 
Special thanks to Cathy McNicol for her hard 
work to complete this update.
Opportunity Shop loan – CC considered 
and approved a request from the Op Shop 
Management Committee for a loan of up to 
$25,000 to ensure the Op Shop continues to 
be able to pay expenses such as staff sala-
ries and rent. CC acknowledged that there 
had been only four trading days possible in 
August, 12 in July and 14 in June 2021, se-
verely impacting on income for the Op Shop. 
The Op Shop Management Committee will 
draw upon the loan funds as required, and 
will continue to investigate the availability of 
government assistance to reduce the poten-
tial call on these funds.
Future planning for St John’s – CC has 
become aware of various partnerships 
emerging between UC congregations in our 
Presbytery region. Presbytery Minister Dun-
can Macleod has been invited to the October 
CC meeting to discuss this topic as well as 
other trends for St John’s to consider in its 
future planning. At the October meeting, we 
will also be discussing an initial list of possi-
ble refurbishments and repairs for St John’s 
properties and determining potential priori-
ties for implementation. The list was devel-
oped at Synod Property Services' request to 
support the allocation of funds from Foster 
Street sale proceeds for this purpose. 

Michael Forbes
Secretary



Climate action
Following through Synod’s survey of what 
climate action congregations are doing, 
Lynette’s September pastoral letters have 
used the Season of Creation materials to 
help us join the ecumenical family around 
the world to pray, meditate and advocate for 
God’s creation, our common home, oikos. 
When we reviewed our electricity plan we 
changed to green power – 100% of electricity 
consumption from renewable energy sources 
which are additional to the Commonwealth 
Government’s Renewable Energy Target so it 
further increases the level of renewable en-
ergy powering Australia’s grid.
When Presbytery met online at the end of 
August the environmental theme was in-
cluded in opening worship. Starting with A 
Pacific Prayer for the Moana (Ocean) written 
and read by The Most Reverend Archbishop 
Winston Halapua of the Diocese of Polynesia, 
Anglican Church of Aotearoa/New Zealand.1  
Duncan Turuva, a candidate for ministry, 
read in Fijian from Mark 7:24–37. Andrea 
Mayes, an ordinand serving with Sandring-
ham and Heatherton/Dingley congregations, 
reflected on the interaction between Jesus 
and the Syro-Phoenician woman. Anneke 
Oppewal, Presbytery Minister: Pastoral Care, 
led a prayer during which participants placed 
their commitments and concerns in a bowl 
they’d brought to the meeting. 

A major section of the meeting was the pres-
entation by Jessica Morthorpe of her Five 
Leaf Eco-Awards which encourage holistic 
action through buildings, worship, congre-
gation, outreach and community leadership. 
Basic Certificates were awarded to St Luke’s 
Mount Waverley for their energy, water and 
resource conservation, environmentally 
themed worship services and community fo-
rum; Port Melbourne Uniting Church (South 

Port) for its community garden and skills 
share and Glen Waverley Uniting Church for 
their water and solar systems.2 
The Australian Religious Response to Climate 
Change3 is encouraging people of faith all 
over the world to be part of a massive global 
multi-religious Faiths 4 Climate Justice Day 
of Action on Sunday 17 October, two weeks 
out from the crucial Conference of the Par-
ties (COP26) Climate Summit in Glasgow. 
They encourage us to take action to send a 
clear message to governments and major fi-
nancial institutions. 
We at St John’s will display a banner at the 
front of the church in October which says:  

For the sake of all beings
Bold Climate Action by 2030 Starting Now

You might be interested in the Climate Inter-
cessors, a global network of people whose 
prayers are as real and urgent as the climate 
crisis. They have a series of prayers which 
you might find helpful in the lead up to Glas-
gow by going to https://www.climateinter-
cessors.org/
Websites referred to in the text
A Pacific Prayer for the Moana
1 youtube.com/watch?v=D82UUugxm4w
Ecoleaf Awards
2 https://ucappep.org/first-five-leaf-eco-

awards-presented/
Climate Day of Action
3 https://www.arrcc.org.au/day_of_action

Cathy

Port Melbourne Southport Uniting Church 
Community Garden

Reverend Anneke Oppewal with a prayer bowl
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Envirotip
Don’t throw out your eggshells.
Dry eggshells in the sun.
Grind to a powder in a blender.
Sprinkle on your garden to provide 
calcium to your plants.

from Patricia



Lockdowns 5 and 6 have significantly impact-
ed the Op Shop with only 12 trading days 
in July and four in August but that doesn’t 
mean nothing has been happening!  
Retail Manager, Kym Westmoreland, has 
been dreaming ideas for the future and con-
necting with volunteers. Cathy McNicol has 
updated the Op Shop Policy and Procedures 
Manual, applied for Government grants and 
rent relief, a much more onerous process 
than last year’s COVID support. Retail Assist-
ant Kristi Bevear, has played an important 
role keeping the volunteers and communi-
ty connected with messages and Facebook 
posts. The new Operations Advisory Group of 
Kym, Cathy and Alex Elliott has met online to 
provide support and advice for Kym in day-
to-day operational matters at the Op Shop. 
The Management Committee has met online 
each month and the Church Council has ap-
proved the financial support to cover costs 
until the shop can begin trading again. 
The lockdowns have reinforced the need for 
the Op Shop to boost its online presence and 
capability in conducting online sales. Any-
one with knowledge and skills in online sales 
would be very welcome to contact Cathy or 
Michael Forbes in the first instance to discuss 
how they might become involved in this at 
the Op Shop. 
Volunteer profile: Geoff Gillan 
Our friend Geoff was born on Friday 2 No-
vember 1951 in Coburg. He attended St Kil-
da Primary school and Caulfield Tech. After 
working forklift driving, cleaning and stack-
ing shelves Geoff became full time Carer for 
his mum.  
In February 2009 his mum saw an advertise-
ment in the paper asking for volunteers at 
the Op Shop and she thought it would be a 
good thing for Geoff to get out of the house. 
Geoff started one day a week and since 
2014 he has volunteered three days a week. 
He loves working with the Op Shop team, 
meeting people and enjoys munching on the 
treats. 
Geoff has an amazing memory for dates, 
numbers and sports trivia. He remembers 
people’s birthdays and makes connections. 
Kym and Alex were both surprised to hear 
about people they shared a birthday with. 
Melbourne Cup details spill out with facts 
such as Delta won the Melbourne Cup the 

year he was born; a nine-stone jockey has no 
hope of winning; last year’s winner cracked a 
terrific pace, especially for a seven-year-old. 
He also has strong opinions about politics 
and current affairs. 
When he’s not in the shop Geoff watches a 
lot of sport on television. He’s a keen Colling-
wood supporter and was obviously disap-
pointed with their performance this year. He 
also manages a walk each day exploring lo-
cal streets. We are all hoping we’re out of 
lockdown so we can help him celebrate his 
70th birthday on Melbourne Cup Day. 

Geoff received a 10-year Glen Eira Volunteers 
Award 2019, with Val, Margaret and Bec who 
received their 500 hour awards, and Mayor 
Jamie Hyams 

Geoff (third from left) with John, Keith and 
Yvonne

Geoff with Gayle, Margaret, Terry and 
Cathy Hill 

Cathy

Op Shop Update
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An open letter . . .
AN OPEN LETTER OF SINCERE 
GRATITUDE AND ENCOURAGEMENT
From the Chairs of Uniting Vic.Tas, 
Uniting AgeWell, U Ethical Investors 
and The Moderator, Synod of Victoria 
and Tasmania.
Dearest friends,
The past 18 months have been trying for us 
all, including communities within the Unit-
ing Church of Australia and our organisa-
tions. The COVID-19 pandemic and its cycle 
of lockdowns, re-openings, restrictions and 
interruptions, has touched almost every as-
pect of our lives. Many of the things we once 
regarded as ‘normal’ may never return. 
We have all made sacrifices, big and small. 
Parents have faced the challenges of home-
schooling, often whilst trying to work from 
home. Families have been unable to visit 
loved ones to share important celebrations. 
Hard-working, proud people turned to others 
for support, many for the first time, as their 
work has disappeared. Refugees and foreign 
students have been unable to work or access 
government supports. Many people with 
family overseas have been separated from 
them for long periods of time. Small busi-
ness owners have had to let staff go or have 
closed permanently. The list goes on.
At the same time, the pandemic has also 
brought out the best in many of us. 
Where would many of us be if it weren’t for 
caring neighbours? People have held out a 
helping hand to those in need without con-
cern for the potential risk to themselves. 
They have put the needs of their community 
first, demonstrating a true love of neighbour.
And where would we be if it weren’t for the 
essential workers? Our own health and fam-
ily support workers, aged care and disability 
support workers, and early years educators 
who have worked tirelessly to provide care 
and support to others? Not to mention the 
people working in supermarkets, transport, 
teachers, medical staff and everyone else 
who have enabled most of us to remain in 
the relative safety of our homes.
Their stories fill us with gratitude and also 
with hope. 
In many ways the COVID-19 pandemic has 
changed who we are as a nation by providing 

us with the opportunity to become part of a 
more compassionate community. It will be 
many months, or even years, before we find 
ourselves in a world where our hopes and 
plans are not driven by COVID case num-
bers. 
Yet there is no doubt that vaccination is a 
key part of moving to that new normality.
As the vaccines roll out, everyone has a per-
sonal decision to make. For some, getting 
vaccinated is a simple choice; another way 
to support their community and in particular 
those who are most vulnerable. For others, 
there are factors that make it more compli-
cated.
Many of those working with older people or 
people with disability see vaccination as part 
of their commitment to the wellbeing and 
safety of the people they work alongside 
every day. 
For others, vaccination is our best chance 
to achieve that elusive COVID normal. It is 
our best hope to be able to visit families and 
friends freely, to plan weddings and celebra-
tions, to be able to travel and see loved ones, 
for businesses to open with confidence and 
secure local employment. 
We all long to be able to make plans without 
the fear of cancellations and lockdowns.
For love of neighbour, for the wellbeing and 
safety of our community, we encourage eve-
ryone to carefully consider vaccination. If 
you’re unsure, talk to your doctor and make 
your decision based on what vaccination 
means for you, your families, and your com-
munity.
We’ve seen over the last year and a half that 
individual acts of kindness can have a huge 
impact on the lives of many people around 
them. Let this same generosity of spirit con-
tinue to guide us now. 
We all have an important part to play. To-
gether we can make a safer community for 
everyone.
Yours in gratitude

Rev. Denise Liersch 
Moderator

Jude Munro AO
Chair Uniting VicTas

Raelene Thompson
Chair Uniting AgeWell

Lindsay Mann
Chair U EthicalLink October–November 2021 page 5 of 18



These are the recollections of Alf and Sally 
Amery following their attendance at the wor-
ship service at St John’s Uniting Church on 
Sunday 1 August 2021.
We have pleasure in responding to your sug-
gestion that we record some thoughts about 
our connection to St John’s, and the strong 
influence the worshipping life of the congre-
gation had on our lives. Ministers during our 
time at St John’s were Reverends J G Robin-
son, J Jones and A H Michell.
Alf enrolled in the Sunday School in 1937, 
then graduated to the Bible Class, and fol-
lowing that stage in his life was involved in 
Presbyterian Fellowship Association. 
Sally also attended Sunday School over a 
similar period and both subsequently taught 
in the Sunday School, were involved in Youth 
Group and married at St John’s on the 7 
March 1953. 
We lived in Elsternwick for two years after 
our marriage, maintaining our involvement 
in St John’s over that period.
In 1955 we moved into our new home in 
Bentleigh East and in 1957 we became aware 
that a member of the Murrumbeena Presby-
terian Church – Ted Butler – a builder, had 
made it known that he was interested in ini-
tiating moves towards establishing a Church 
in the area. 
His enquiries revealed that the Church au-
thorities had purchased land in Cecil Street 
opposite the Coatesville Primary School for 
that purpose. 
The East Bentleigh Presbyterian Church was 

St John’s remembered
built by Ted on that site and he left soon af-
terwards for Mornington Island to take up his 
duties as a Missionary to the Islander people. 
Alf and Sally attended this church for many 
years. 
Following the formation of the Uniting Church, 
the former East Bentleigh Presbyterian and 
the South Oakleigh Methodist congrega-
tions merged to form the Coatesville Uniting 
Church located on the corner of North and 
Mackie Roads Bentleigh East and it bears 
witness to Christ in the modern world. We 
are still active members of this congregation. 

Alf and Sally Amery

Bible Word
The word faith is mentioned 
only twice in the Old Testament 

and 500 times in the New Testament (NT). 
There is an active side to faith which is trust-
worthiness and a passive side which is trust 
reliance. For example, we can always rely on 
God’s promise.
Faith therefore becomes supreme of all hu-
man experiences. It was not long into the 
time of the NT that to believe or have faith 
meant to become a Christian. Faith is the 
trust in the person of Jesus, the truth of His 
teachings and the redemptive work He ac-
complished at Calvary. Faith is not to be con-
fused with a mere intellectual assent to the 
doctrinal teachings of Christianity. It includes 
a total commitment to Him as the Lord of 
one’s life.

FAITH
Doubt sees the obstacles,

Faith sees the way.
   Doubt sees a long dark night,                                                                                         

Faith sees the day!
Doubt dreads to take a step,

Faith soars on high.
Doubt thunders, “Who believes?”

Faith answers “I”.
Author of poem unknown

from Patricia

faith

Alf and Sally signed the wedding register on 
Saturday 7 March 1953 in the presence of the 
Reverend James (Jim) Jones.

The editors, Andrea, Patricia and Geoff, 
thank contributors to this edition including 
proofreading by Colin.
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Garden Fete with the Garden Club
at St John’s Saturday 27 November 2021
between 9.00am and 1.00pm
Subject to COVID-19 restrictions.



A letter from Jill and Paul 
18 August 2021

Dear Friends at Elsternwick UC
Chatting to Geoffrey recently, he asked me 
if I would pen a few words for LINK telling a 
little of what Jill and I have been doing in the 
last couple of years. We often think of the 
happy times spent with you and our loaded 
lemon tree (at this time of year), which you 
gave to us when we left for Blackburn, re-
minds us of you.
We are regular attendees at Blackburn Unit-
ing Church and its activities and endeavour 
to contribute to its life. Normally about 80 to 
90 people attend Morning Service and we try 
to attend Quest,  held for one hour before 
this.
Quest is Progressive in nature and usually 
led by retired Minister, David Merritt who is 
extensively well read, highly competent and 
always interesting. About 20 people attend 
this group.
We were fortunate to have your Minister, 
Lynette Dungan, for part of the period when 
we were without a Minister following Rev-
erend Denise Liersch leaving us after seven 
years to become Moderator. She and her 
husband Rod were generally very well liked.
We were very fortunate in our search for a 
permanent replacement. We really like Rev-
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Sign of the times

B2 Class Tram 2012 seen at East Brighton 
is one of the six trams in the 2021 Mel-
bourne Art Trams Program. Each of this 
year’s trams has been designed by an 
indigenous artist. Deanne Gilson, a Wad-
awurrung woman whose artwork adorns 
Tram 2012, has been painting for over 35 
years. The artwork is entitled  Karringala-

bil Budjil Murrup, Manna Gum Tree (The 
Creation Tree of Knowledge) and depicts 
the Wadawurrung Creation Story of South 
Eastern Victoria, at a place known as Black 
Hill in Gordon, situated on the artist’s  an-
cestral Country. For more details on Tram 
2012 and other art trams, go to https://
rising.melbourne/arttrams  Keep a lookout 
for this tram on Routes 64 and 67.

erend Rod Peppiatt and his wife who came 
to us from Tasmania. He is very hard work-
ing, humble and enthusiastic, as is his wife, 
Cathryn. In common with all churches and 
organisations, present circumstances, in and 
out of lockdown etc., have been difficult to 
cope with especially for Rod who has had 
very few normal weeks since his arrival over 
a year ago.
I had the job of Project Managing the ex-
tensive restoration work required  at the 
Manse, prior to Rod and Cathryn  moving in. 
The Manse had been rented out for some 13 
years, so a lot needed doing, a lot more in 
fact than was evident at first sight. Cathryn 
volunteered to do much of the extensive in-



Jill and Paul were for many years active con-
gregation members at St John’s.
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terior painting and she did a marvelous and 
thorough job.
As for us, like most older and retired people, 
during the epidemic, we have missed meet-
ing up with our immediate family including 
our fast growing up grandchildren, in Box Hill 
South even though we live so close to them. 
My elder son and his family in  Burbank,  Los 
Angeles came to see us about one and a half 
years ago. Tom and his younger son Win-
ston, stayed with my son William and fam-
ily. So we shared many happy times with 
them all. Meanwhile Tom’s wife Geraldine 
and John, their elder son, went to Sydney to 
see her family. About a year ago, Geraldine, 
caught Covid virus (at her Office in Burbank) 
and fortunately survived that, (with some 
residual loss of taste).
We also miss Church activities when lock-
downs prevent and also going to theatre and 
concerts and grandchildrens’ sporting par-
ticipations. 
We were sad that our planned holiday to the 
Baltic, Norway, Helsinki and St. Petersburg 
was cancelled and fear that we will be too old 
to venture that way when that is again safe 
and possible. We do look back on a wonderful 
Safari Holiday spent in Zimbabwe (Victoria 
Falls), Botswana (Chobe Area) and national 
parks in Kenya. Wildlife was fantastic and the 
people very kind and welcoming.
We realise that Covid problems affect us 
much less than most others and we have 
so much to be thankful for especially when 
compared with people facing major natural 
disasters or those living in Afghanistan, es-
pecially women and children. Humans’ cru-
elty to one another is unbelievable.
Jill is at present recovering well from her 
second knee replacement which as many of 
you know can be painful over an extended 
period. She had a couple of heavy falls over 
the last couple of years, both of which re-
sulted in ambulance journeys to hospital and 
short stays there. One occurred outside the 
Arts Centre on St Kilda Road and if you have 
to have a fall, you cannot find a better place 
than that because help came in from near 
and far,  including First Aid, police and off- 
duty nurses! She broke a wrist on that occa-
sion but in all cases ambulance and hospital 
services were first class. 
Jill enjoys attending a craft group associated 
with our Church and so far, has not fallen off 
a chair in spite of sometimes falling asleep!  

Her singing activities with Melbourne Singers 
have been severely curtailed during Covid.
Paul has suffered from the usual effects 
of older age including problems with eyes, 
teeth, feet and joints, rheumatism and dia-
betes and most recently nose bleeds!  Easier 
to tell you what is right! But, both of us still 
enjoy life and its challenges and rewards!
We are thankful for our dogs and the four 
walks a day that we do with them, that ex-
ercise keeps us going, especially when usual 
exercise classes cannot operate. 
Panda is now 15+ and loves watching out for 
our family of magpies to arrive about three 
times a day. Panda and Annie know that Jill 
will be good for some mince for them also!
Our TV and computer provide good links to 
the World and good entertainment including 
sports. 
We often think of you all and good times 
spent with you and look forward to reading 
of your doings.
Love and best wishes to you all,
Jill and Paul

Prayer about
Difficulties
I asked for strength and
God gave me difficulties to make me 
strong.
I asked for wisdom and
God gave me problems to solve.
I asked for prosperity and
God gave me brawn and brains to work.
I asked for courage and
God gave me dangers to overcome.
I asked for patience and
God placed me in situations
where I was forced to wait.
I asked for love and
God gave me troubled people to help.
I asked for favors and
God gave me opportunities.
I received nothing I wanted
I received everything I needed.

Theosophy Downunder
December 2020

from Andrea



Church Calendar

The following words on this Special Day, 
from Pilgrim Uniting Church in Adelaide, 
were spoken in Lectionary Year B in 2018. 
“Christ the King/Reign of Christ Sunday is 
celebrated on the last Sunday of Ordinary 
Time (last Sunday after Pentecost), before 
the beginning of Advent that starts the new 
Church Year. 
As the last Sunday of the Christian Church 
Year, Christ the King/Reign of Christ Sunday 
is the climax and conclusion of the Church’s 
liturgical journey through the life of Christ 
and the Gospel message. Its purpose is to 
celebrate the coming reign of Christ as King 
of the Earth and his completion of the re-
newed creation that marks the fullness of 
the reign of God. That hope is born from the 
entire life of Christ and his teachings that 

A glimpse at the Lectionary shows that there are three Special Days in the months after Pentecost. 
Owing to there being no Special Day in October, we feature International Day of Non-Violence which is 
listed by JustAct as a social justice date. November’s calendar date is Christ the King/Reign of Christ 
Day which is a Special Day in the Lectionary.

Christ the King/Reign of Christ Sunday
21 November

International Day of Non-Violence: 
2 October

The United Nations 
initiated this day with 
a resolution passed 
on 15 June 2007. The 
International Day of 
Non-Violence is the 
birthday of Mahatma 

Gandhi who led the Indian independence 
movement and was a pioneer of the philoso-
phy and strategy of non-violence.
This United Nations resolution saw the In-
ternational Day of Non-Violence as the oc-
casion to “disseminate the message of non-
violence, including through education and 
public awareness”.
The principle of non-violence – also known 
as non-violent resistance – rejects the use 
of physical violence in order to achieve so-
cial or political change. Often described as 
the politics of the ordinary people, this form 
of social struggle has been adopted by mass 
populations all over the world in campaigns 
for social justice.
Source and more details:
https://www.un.org/en/observances/non-
violence-day

have been celebrated in the seasons of the 
Church Year during the past twelve months. 
In celebrating the Reign of Christ the King, 
this Sunday also provides an appropriate 
bridge to the new Church Year that begins 
the following Sunday on the first Sunday of 
Advent with an emphasis on hope and ex-
pectation, the longing for the coming of the 
Kingdom of God amid the darkness of a sin-
ful world. 
As a bridge between the completed year 
and the beginning of a new year, Christ the 
King services often use Scripture and song 
to provide both a retrospective and introduc-
tory overview of the journey through the life 
of Christ and the Gospel message that the 
Seasons of the Church Year provides. This 
offers not only an opportunity for a worship-
ful reflection on the significance of the life of 
Christ, it also presents opportunity to remind 
people of the meaning of the various sea-
sons of the Church Year.”
Source: https://pilgrimwr.unitingchurch.org.
au/?p=688 acknowledging The Voice.
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Ministry of 
flowers

from Patricia



From the wider church
Snippets from the Uniting Church Australia-wide
The Church in Timor
The Christian Evangelical Church in Timor (or 
Gereja Masehi Injili di Timo) has just elected 
Reverend Dr Mery Kolimon as the first fe-
male Moderator.
As the first woman to become Moderator of 
her church, Rev Mery is often asked what she 
wants her legacy to be. The Christian Evan-
gelical Church of Timor has a long history of 
women’s engagement in ministry, with or-
dination of women beginning in 1959. But 
what would a church led by a woman in the 
top job look like, she’s asked?
“I don’t know if it's about gender as much 
as it is about power,” Mery responds. “I see 
my role as being about empowering others, 
about how power is managed especially for 
those who have the least. This has always 
been the way of Jesus – standing with those 
who are poor, bringing liberation to those 
with heavy burdens.”
Each year the Evangelical Church in West 
Timor chooses a passage of scripture to guide 
its ministry for the next twelve months.  This 
year, Rev Mery says, Ezekiel 37:10 has pro-
vided the vision the Church needs.
“God commanded Ezekiel to prophesy that 
the dry bones in the valley would come back 
to life,” she says.
“That’s our role – to breathe life back into 
that which seems dry and hopeless. We are 
building something new for the child who 
dreams of going to school and can’t afford 
the fees… for the family looking for hope… 
for the earth itself as we look for ecological 
renewal.”
Reverend Mery and the Christian Evangeli-
cal Church of Timor are one among many 
of UnitingWorld’s partners who have similar 
holistic, inspiring approaches to their life 
together.
Source: UnitingWorld at unitingworld.org.au/
what-we-do/our-partners/

Calls for Aghanistan Action
The Uniting Church has joined with 300 
organisations, businesses and community 
groups to write a letter asking Federal 
MPs and Senators to take urgent action on 
the devastating situation in Afghanistan. 
The 18 August letter urges seven practi-
cal steps that the Australian Government 

can take  to provide safety for people from 
Afghanistan and to show leadership on 
the global scale. The full letter is available 
at https://uniting.church/statement-on-
afghanistan/

Our Vision for a Just Australia
Uniting Church President, the Reverend 
Sharon Hollis, recently launched the up-
date to Our Vision for a Just Australia. 

Reverend Hollis stated 
that with many people in 
Australia and the world 
still gripped by COV-
ID-19, the statement is 
a reminder of the vision 
of justice, equality, rec-
onciliation and love that 
we are called to in Christ. 
In the Uniting Church, 

and as followers of Jesus, we believe we 
are called to participate in God’s life-giving 
mission in the world. This calls us to be 
communities of justice and mercy, embod-
ying God’s love, peace and reconciliation so 
that all people and all creation might share 
abundant life.
Vision summary
We see a nation where each person and all crea-
tion can flourish and enjoy abundant life.
The Uniting Church in Australia believes the 
whole world is God’s good creation. Each person 
is made in God’s image and is deeply loved by 
God. In Jesus, God is completing the reconcilia-
tion and renewal of the whole creation.
Our vision, grounded in the life and mission of 
Jesus, is for a nation which:
• is characterised by love for one another, of 

peace with justice, of healing and reconcilia-
tion, of welcome and inclusion.

• recognises the equality and dignity of each 
person.

• recognises coexistent sovereignty of First 
Peoples, has enshrined a First Nations voice 
and is committed to truth telling about our 
history.

• takes seriously our responsibility to care for 
the whole of creation.

• is outward looking, a generous and compas-
sionate contributor to a just world.

The document is available at: 
uniting.church/a-vision-for-a-just-australia/
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Help Australian Farmers
Hold a Virtual BBQ
See https://greatoutbackbbq.com.au/

UCA 16th Assembly Highlights
The Uniting Church held its Assembly on-
line on 17 and 18 July. One highlight was 
the installation of Reverend Sharon Hollis as 
the new President of the church. Reverend 
Charisa Suli was declared President-elect. 
Details of the Assembly are at https://unit-
ing.church/16th-assembly-highlights/

2021 Justice and International 
Mission Convention 

Justice and International Mission (or JIM) is 
part of the Uniting Church’s Synod of Victoria 
and Tasmania. 
Each year, the one-day Convention provides 
opportunities to both hear interesting speak-
ers and meet and converse with diverse par-
ticipants.
The date for this year’s convention is Sat-
urday 6 November from 9.30am to 4.15pm 
AEDT and there will be in-person and online 
alternatives.
This years theme is Óur Faith in Democracy: 
How do you have a meaningful say? 

Most of the social justice causes church 
members are concerned about require 
government action, from addressing cli-
mate change, modern slavery, and family 
violence to the treatment of people seek-
ing asylum and justice for First Peoples. 
In order to see positive change in our so-
ciety, we need to care about making gov-
ernment work for the betterment of our 
community and the world.

More details and registration are at  
https://justact.org.au/justupdate/
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Link asked the Reverend Jeremy Morgan to 
write about his parish in the Mallee.

Joint Cooperative Parish of Central Mal-
lee and Tyrrell Parish of the Uniting 
Church.

In late 2019, my 
wife Claire and I 
embarked on an 
adventure, mov-
ing to the Mallee 
to take up the role 
of priest in charge 

and Claire as honorary deacon in the Cen-
tral Mallee Cooperative Parish and the Unit-
ing Church Parish of Tyrrell. This ministry is 
comprised of two parishes with eight church-
es, plus one community based congregation. 
Our ministry area extends from Murrayville 
near the Victoria-South Australia border in 
the west, to Nullawil in the south, just north 
of Wycheproof, across a distance of approxi-
mately 250 kilometres. 
While we had discerned over the period of a 
few years that God was calling us to a coun-
try move, this move to the Mallee has meant 
a significant change for our lives and minis-
try, as both Claire and I were born and raised 
in Melbourne and have always lived around 
Victoria’s metropolis.
Before coming to the Mallee, my previous 
appointments were as parish priest of St 
Philip’s Anglican Parish Mount Waverley, and 
as the Anglican Chaplain at Monash Universi-
ty’s Clayton Campus. For a number of years, 
Claire managed St Vincent de Paul op shops 
as well as assisting me in parish ministry.
I am an Anglican priest and Claire is an An-
glican deacon, so coming to a joint Anglican 
and Uniting Church ministry brought with it a 
range of changes for both us and for the par-
ishes. The northern section of the two par-
ishes, the Central Mallee Cooperative Parish, 
has a well established joint ministry which 
reaches back to the early 1990s, and has 
alternated ministry appointments between 
the Anglican Church and the Uniting Church 
since then. The southern section, the Parish 
of Tyrrell, is a Uniting Church parish which 
has welcomed Anglicans and other Chris-
tians into the fold in recent decades as oth-
er churches were closed, and now happens 
to have an Anglican priest as their pastor! 
We have discovered that each congregation 
is different, with its own unique history and 
character.



The joint arrangements between the Angli-
can and Uniting Churches in the Mallee re-
minds us of our time at theological college. 
Claire and I both studied theology alongside 
Uniting Church and Jesuit (Roman Catholic) 
students at the United Faculty of Theology 
in Melbourne, and the Uniting Church has 
played a significant part in our faith and min-
istry formation at several points in our lives.
Although there are many areas of common 
ground, the Uniting Church does have a dif-
ferent culture and set of practices compared 
to the Anglican Church including in both lit-
urgy and governance, and with these come 
some challenges that have needed to be 
navigated. However, I have encouraged our 
members from all traditions not to be afraid 
of disagreement, and for all to be mindful 
that we do not stand alone or in isolation, 
but as Christians in the modern world we are 
bound together in Christ’s body, rooted in 
our historical and apostolic faith.

Jeremy was ordained priest in 2011, and is cur-
rently priest-in-charge of the Central Mallee Co-
operative Parish and Uniting Church Parish of 
Tyrrell which include congregations in Berriwill-
ock, Nullawil, Ouyen, Patchewollock, Sea Lake, 
Underbool, Walpeup and Woomelang, along with 
the Murrayville mission, in the Loddon-Mallee 
Presbytery and the Anglican Diocese of Bendigo.

Like many Christians, Claire and I are pas-
sionate about Christian unity, and feel the 
pain of our divided church and the scandal of 
its disunity. We share the desire expressed in 
the Uniting Church’s Basis of Union, “Seek-
ing to bear witness to that unity which is 
both Christ’s gift and his will for the Church.”
We would be delighted if you would keep us 
and our congregations in your prayers; that 
our joint Anglican and Uniting Church minis-
try will grow and flourish, and that our peo-
ple will be effective witnesses and agents in 
advancing God’s Kingdom in the Mallee.

Reverend Jeremy Morgan

NAIDOC Week address
by Greg Smith
In today’s Micah 6: 1–8 reading, Israel is in 
the witness box, under examination by God, 
after a time of blessings and protections by 
God, to which they responded with rejection 
and rebellion, violence and injustice. 
After confrontation by God, a humbled or 
truly exasperated people of Israel ask of 
God, “What can we do in response to your 
accusations?” 
The Lord answered the people of Israel. What 
I require of you isn’t complicated. Simply do 
three things. Act justly, Love mercy, Walk 
humbly with your God.
This passage related to the people of Israel 
and it is equally relevant to relationships be-
tween non-Aboriginals and Australia’s First 
Nations peoples. Let us consider each of 
these three things.
To act justly . . .
One approach is to say treat them as you 
would want to be treated. This reduces reac-
tions with Aboriginal people, for example, to 
the personal and avoids the corporate social 
responsibility for injustice about which God 
was talking to Israel. Aboriginal peoples earn 
significantly lower incomes, have higher un-
employment, poorer health, lower school at-
tendance, and lower literacy and numeracy. 

With these influences come Aboriginal over 
representation in prisons and early deaths. 
Christianity understands the role of justice 
and symbolism in moral leadership. Yet Abo-
riginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples are 
not mentioned in the Australian Constitution 
and Australia remains the only Common-
wealth country to have never signed a treaty 
with its indigenous peoples.
To love mercy . . .
It is not a case of acting with Mercy, but lov-
ing mercy. As with all things, we learn about 
Mercy and Grace by seeing it lived out in oth-
ers. God is asking us to be on the lookout 
for Mercy and Grace, to love them and learn 
when we see them in the actions of others.
Grace
I have hopefully learnt so much about grace. 
There are so many good reasons to be re-
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sented by Koori and Anangu people with 
whom I work, but I have never felt any of 
that. In my interactions, I know I drip with 
privilege that I will not even be aware of. 
An indigenous friend of mine, for example, 
left school not being confident in reading or 
writing. He has lived each day with the con-
tinuing effects of colonisation, dispossession, 
interference with culture, and social disad-
vantage in his community. 
By comparison, Greg Smith went to a private 
school and had the opportunity of picking 
up a string of university qualifications. I will 
probably live longer and at a better standard 
of living.
I have found my best word for it . . . grace. 
We have trouble living with our neighbours 
but how would we cope if our whole land was 
colonised by others? Grace?  I have learned 
from my time with the Aboriginal community 
that I can never judge another for anything.
Acknowledging entitlement
Australia is inhabited by a ghost of its past. 
It is that ghost, that spiritual sickness, that 
lurks. White Australia cannot spend any time 
looking in the mirror, and indeed looks for 
any excuse not to do that. Victoria’s truth 
telling process provides one a way forward.
Responding to the invitation
I have white friends who distrust my judge-
ment in being involved in counselling with 
Aboriginal peoples. They suggest I should be 
working harder to find Aboriginal peoples to 
take my role. In the University, I am looked 
on with suspicion by some academics, who 
dare that I am speaking for Aboriginal peo-
ples: getting in the way of Aboriginal peoples 
speaking for themselves.
There is ample historical and current proof 
for these concerns. Yet not from my indige-
nous friends. They can get very angry about 
these views. 
An Elder sat me down one day in the rehab in 
Grey Street. As with times with other Elders, 
something told me that this was a time to 
shut up and listen.
My Aboriginal friend held out his hands, 
linked the fingers of each hand, and said this 
is how I see it. Different cultures, living side 
by side, learning from each other. I have had 
the same vision from others. It is about the 
invitation, the sincere willingness and desire 
of Aboriginal peoples of Australia willing and 
wanting to share their cultures: to have us 
learn and be enriched by it.

Link October–November 2021 page 13 of 18

Aboriginal peoples have taught me about re-
lationship, in all of its forms, with all of crea-
tion.
The materials put out by NAIDOC Week or-
ganisers call for healing of the land. Without 
that healing, Aboriginal peoples suffer. They 
call for justice, because without that justice 
Aboriginal peoples suffer. They call for richer 
relationships with non-Aboriginal Australia. 
Because without those right relationships, 
Aboriginal peoples suffer.
But what our ears do not hear easily is that 
Aboriginal peoples want richer relationships 
with non-Aboriginal peoples, because with-
out those richer relationships, we all suffer. 
We suffer spiritually, we suffer because it 
gets in the way of a relationship with this 
nation’s First Peoples. We suffer because it 
gets in the way of their offer to share their 
culture, knowledge, spirituality, and relation-
ships with this ancient land. That is what is 
truly moving, truly inspiring, for Greg Smith.
To Walk Humbly with God
What does this look like?
It is knowing our place with God, with the 
rest of creation, originated and imbued with 
the Spirit of God. We must walk not with face 
down in the red dirt in shame. Not tearing 
off ahead in our own self-affirming circles of 
entitlements and blame for others. Walking 
humbly with God, walking with us.
My Aboriginal friends may not see that as the 
way that God moves in the world, but that is 
one way that I make sense of it. Creating, 
unfolding, through right relationships. Spirit 
let free. Touch of skin. Touch of culture. Jus-
tice. Mercy. Grace. Relationship.
God as Love.

For Sale notice 
in Foster Street
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Christians United 
for Afghanistan
Individuals, churches and organisations are urged to sign the online petition at 
https://www.unitedforafghanistan.com/ 

As the crisis in Afghanistan unfolds, Christians from across the Church, alongside a wider 
public movement, are being moved to speak boldly to our national leaders to provide 
urgent action for the well being of Afghan refugees.

The petition reads:
We, the Australian Church, are calling on the Federal Government to welcome a 
special intake of an additional 20,000 Afghan refugees, and support the ongoing 
well-being of all Afghan refugees and their families.

• A call to welcome Afghan refugees
Declare an intake of an additional 20,000 refugees focused on those most at risk from the 
Taliban (just as the UK and Canada have announced and like Australia did in 2015 for 12,000 
refugees from Syria). And provide more resources to Home Affairs immigration and settle-
ment services, to ensure the continued processing of claims from other refugee communities.

• A call to protect 
Afghans in Australia
Grant permanent protection 
to all people from Afghani-
stan in Australia on tem-
porary protection visas or 
currently awaiting applica-
tion outcomes.

• A call to reunite 
refugee families
Make immediate arrange-
ments to bring the families 
of refugees from Afghani-
stan to Australia.

• A call to support 
through humanitarian 
aid
Provide additional emer-
gency and long-term sup-
port through reputable 
NGOs and organisations 
working in the region.

https://www.unitedforafghanistan.com/

We are zooming again

from Don



Our planning for a mid-winter escape to 
warmer weather for four or more weeks had 
started early in 2021. At that point our op-
tions for a road trip in Australia seemed un-
limited. We purchased a second-hand Toyota 
Land Cruiser from Michael’s brother Patrick 
and his wife Narelle in late February and pro-
ceeded to outfit it with basic equipment for 
outback 4WD challenges. 
Installing a roof rack, second long-life lithium 
battery and plugs in the rear of our car to run 
our Engel fridge, snorkel, bull bar, UHF radio 
and antenna, portable air compressor and 
six new tyres, with a higher degree of rough 
road capability, meant a busy lead-up to our 
getaway. We were now better prepared but 
several thousand dollars poorer. 
As our first Saturday in July departure date 
approached, COVID-19 outbreaks ruled out 
any travels up the east coast of Australia and 
threatened our plans to drive across South 
Australia and enter the Northern Territory 
and Western Australia from there. We even 
began to research destinations in Victoria for 
a reduced holiday break period and delayed 
our departure for one week before fortunate-
ly being able to head off for destinations fur-
ther afield. 
On Saturday 10 July as we left home it was 
clear that we would travel to Mildura and 
across to Port Augusta then up the Stuart 
Highway to somewhere still to be decided 
depending on access to different states and 
territories. 
After a first night staying in Sea Lake in 
the Victorian Mallee, we met the other four 
members of our travel group (Angela’s sis-
ter Toria and her husband Shane and two 
friends Peter and Adrian) in Morgan in South 
Australia’s Riverland on the second night. 
Sea Lake features beautiful wheat silo art 
we had previously admired at Easter and 
enjoyed seeing again. Just outside of Sea 
Lake we discovered Lake Tyrrell which is in-
ternationally known for its reflections of the 
night sky in the lake waters and accompa-
nying photographic opportunities, and also 
features a salt mining operation. Morgan is 
a town on the Murray River featuring some 

historic relics of its days as a thriving port for 
riverboat transport. En route between these 
two towns we lunched in Mildura and sam-
pled some of the fine products of the 23rd 
Street Distillery (formerly Renmano Winery) 
in Renmark – a blended scotch and bourbon 
hybrid whisky, and Not Your Nanna’s brandy 
were our favourites and a bottle of each ac-
companied us on our travels from there.
After leaving Morgan we were fortunate to 
have a breakfast stop in another historic 
(copper mining) town of Burra and catch up 
with Denise, a friend who lives there before 
making our way across to Port Augusta. After 
lunch and a delay resolving power issues one 
of our travel party had discovered (meant 
two new batteries), we began our journey 
up the Stuart Highway. 

As none of us had been to Woomera we de-
cided to stay in the caravan park there and 
explore the town’s unique history. The Eldo 
Hotel provided a surprisingly good venue 
and meal, no doubt as a result of being the 
primary accommodation provider for visiting 
RAAF Defence Force personnel and their fam-
ilies living on the base there. The next day 
we enjoyed the Visitor and Heritage Centre 
which included a vast collection of artefacts 
associated with the area’s history as a site 
for missile and rocket testing, and satellite 
launching. A public park nearby included a 
display of rockets, aircraft, and remains of 
rockets which had crashed back to earth.
We made our way up to Alice Springs via 
two off-road camping experiences, the first 
of which had us in our beds early as drizzle 
then heavy rain interrupted our campfire din-
ner. Fortunately after passing through many 
heavy showers the next day, the rain disap-

The midyear getaway that 
nearly didn’t happen
by Michael Forbes

Our group
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peared and by late afternoon our second off-
road camp was a drier and much more pleas-
ant experience.
Off-road camping whilst not offering the 
luxury of toilet facilities, featured fabulous, 
warm campfires powered by wood from lo-
cal dead trees which Shane’s chainsaw cut 
into useful sizes, camp cooking including a 
camp roast and a paella on two evenings and 
vegetables cooked in the coals, an array of 
local flora amazingly blooming in harsh, dry 
climates, and stunning star-filled skies re-
vealing our immediate galaxy and glimpses 
of distant others in our universe. 
In Alice Springs we re-stocked our food 
supplies and decided that we would make 
Kakadu National Park our primary destina-
tion from there. A glimmer of hope that we 
might be able to get to the Kimberley re-
gion in Western Australia had been quickly 
dimmed by the announcement of lockdown 
5 in Victoria and the re-imposition of a two-
week quarantine period for Victorians enter-
ing that state.
There was still lots to see between Alice 
Springs and Kakadu, including:
• the Tropic of Capricorn monument mark-

ing this line of latitude south of which 
only 3% of the world’s population lives 
and which I have also learnt moves about 
15 metres north each year;

• Aileron roadhouse and camping park 
about 200 kilometres from the Alice, 
which we stayed at and which featured 
a giant sculpture of an Aboriginal warrior 
man and another of an Aboriginal woman 
and child with speared goanna, as well as 
donkeys and camels roaming in an adja-
cent field;

• Devil’s Marbles Conservation Reserve with 
its amazing, huge granite boulders, some 
balancing precariously on top of others;

• Mataranka with its thermal pools, replica 
of the We of the Never Never homestead, 
and nearby Bitter Springs in which we en-
joyed a rejuvenating soak; and

• Katherine where we joined a supermarket 
queue of over 100 people to simply enter 
the supermarket and explored further on 
our return journey. 

Another frequent sight as we got closer to 
the Top End were caravans, motorhomes, 
and camper trailers all bearing southern or 
eastern state number plates. Many people, 
with whom we chatted, had been on the road 
for weeks or even months. Like us they were 
appreciating the hot weather (between 30 
and 35 degrees each day) and the freedom 
of no masks and no movement restrictions.
Our Kakadu experience was fabulous al-
though it did start a little shakily when we 
found there were no unpowered camp-
ing spots left at Cooinda Lodge where we 
planned to stay on our first night in the Na-
tional Park. We re-located to the less fancy 
but still comfortable Madurkal camping park 
nearby for one night then had the next two 
at Cooinda. The mosquitoes in both places 
gave us a warm welcome.
On our second afternoon in Kakadu we joined 
the Yellow Water sunset cruise on the Yellow 
Water Billabong and spent a magnificent two 
and a half hours taking in the beautiful scen-
ery, amazing birdlife, pretty waterlilies, plen-
tiful wildlife (saltwater crocodiles and buf-
faloes) and very colourful sunset. The host 
driver of our boat was incredibly knowledge-
able and mixed his factual descriptions with 
humorous comments and stories including a 
several step story of what would happen to 
you if a crocodile got hold of you.
From Cooinda we travelled to Jabiru via a vis-
it to Nourlangie Rock to admire the ancient 
rock art and views across to the Arnhem Land 

Our convoy at the Devil’s Marbles
Link October–November 2021 page 16 of 18



escarpment. In Jabiru we were able to have 
dinner at the café at our Kakadu Lodge tour-
ist park with a daughter of a cousin of An-
gela who lives there with her husband (who 
works at the local Ranger Uranium Mine) and 
their three children. We also visited Cahill’s 
Crossing renowned as the crossing into Arn-
hem Land but also for its foolhardy fisher-
men who tempt the local crocodiles by fish-
ing on the crossing, and Ubirr, another site 
of ancient rock art but also of stunning 360 
degree views out over the Nadab floodplain 
and also across to Arnhem Land.
Darwin was our next destination with its Roy-
al Darwin Show a key attraction on this occa-
sion. We had hoped to visit the Tiwi Islands 
but COVID had reduced access so it was not 
possible. Still the Show was entertaining par-
ticularly the cake competition between seven 
representatives from the Defence Forces and 
Emergency Services, the polocrosse display, 
and the orchid and bromeliad display. 
We were left with another good memory 
from the Show when one of our party, who 
had lost his wallet there, found it had been 
handed into lost property all intact. After a 
fine incurred earlier on the trip for bring-
ing fruit across the Victoria–South Australia 
border (a punnet of strawberries overlooked 
amongst food supplies – a very expensive 
punnet!) and a lost wedding ring amongst 
our party on our travels, the recovered wal-
let was much appreciated.
That evening the champagne and seafood 
went down extremely well during dinner at 
the Darwin Trailer Boat Club on Fannie Bay 
with a glorious sunset over the bay adding to 
the wonderful ambience.
After picking up breakfast at the Parap Vil-
lage Markets the next morning we departed 
Darwin for a cool dip at Florence Falls in Li-
tchfield National Park where we bumped into 
a student group from Caulfield Grammar. 
This was the beginning of our return journey 
which featured several highlights including:
• two nights in Katherine where we enjoyed 

the hot springs in particular – we had all 
been to the spectacular Katherine (Nit-
miluk) Gorge previously so we skipped 
this major attraction this time;

• three days and two nights at Edith Falls 
(Leliyn) in Nitmiluk National Park north of 
Katherine – with its upper and lower falls 
and magnificent swimming holes at both 
levels plus a delightful well grassed and 
well shaded camping park and kiosk serv-

ing devonshire teas and other food fare. 
This place was a favourite on our trip;

• an overnight stay in the Banka Banka 
Station camping ground which offered a 
happy hour at its on-site bar and camp-
fire gathering for guests, plus the only 
boab trees we saw on our travels;

• numerous flocks of colourful budgerigars 
zooming over the road and countryside as 
we travelled from Aileron to Alice Springs;

• an overnight (in William Creek) and one 
day driving experience of the Oodnadatta 
Track on which we saw historic remains of 
the Old Ghan Railway Track and Sidings, 
and then visited Roxby Downs and Anda-
mooka as we made our way back to the 
Stuart Highway at Pimba;

• numerous emus in fields between Ren-
mark and Cullulleraine; and

• breakfast at a favourite café (Stefano’s) 
in Mildura on our last day (Wednesday 4 
August). 

As South Australia was an Orange Zone for 
Victorians we were required to have a COVID 
test within 72 hours of our return home. We 
were tested on Thursday 5 August, in Victo-
ria’s lock down 6 by 8pm that evening, and 
received our negative test results first thing 
on Friday morning. The lock down was not 
the welcome home we had anticipated but 
we could not complain after our three and a 
half weeks away!

Oodnadatta Track, Edith Falls, 
and relaxing around the campfire
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October 
3 October* 

Pentecost 19 
10 October 

Pentecost 20 
 17 October 

Pentecost 21 
24 October 

Pentecost 22 
31 October 

Pentecost 23 
DIARY DATES 

Leader Rev L Dungan Rev L Dungan Rev L Dungan Rev L Dungan Karel Reus Birthdays 
19 Ken 
30 Margaret 

 

 

 

 

 

*Holy Communion 
All services start at 10.00am 

Lectionary 
Readings 

Job 1:1; 2:1–10; 
Psalm 26;  

Heb 1:1–4, 2:5–12; 
Mk 10:2–16 

Job 23:1–9, 16–17;  
Ps 22:1–15; 

 Heb 4:12–16;  
Mk 10: 17–31 

Job 38:1–7, (34–41) 
Ps 104:1–9, 24, 35c 

Heb 5:1–10 
Mk 10:35–45 

Job 42: 1–6, 10–17 
Ps 34:1–8, (19–22) 

Heb 7: 23–28 
Mk 10: 46–52 

Ruth 1:1–18 
Ps 146 

Heb 9:11–14 
Mk 12: 28–34 

Prayer Cathy Michael Greg Audrey Patricia 

Greeters Colin Denise Alex Rhonda Wendy 

    Audrey Don Geoff Patricia Alex 

Data Projector Geoff Greg Michael Cathy Michael 

Steward/Offering Andrea/Greg Michael/Andrea Colin/Cathy Michael/Greg Cathy/Colin 

Morning Tea Patricia/Luchee Denise/Colin Rhonda/Audrey Pauline/Wendy Alex/Pam 

Flowers Audrey Rhonda Alex Pauline Patricia 
 

November  
7 November* 
Pentecost 24 

14 November 
Pentecost 25 

21 November  
Christ the King 

28 November 
Advent 1 

  
  

DIARY DATES 

  Rev L Dungan Rev L Dungan Rev L Dungan Cathy McNicol Birthdays 
10 Judith 
21 Shane 
 
 

*Holy Communion 
All services start at 10.00am 
 

Mini fete with Garden Club 
Saturday 27 November 2021.  
9.00am to 1.00pm 
COVID-restrictions permitting 

Lectionary 
Readings 

Ruth 3:1–5, 4:13–17 
Ps 127 

Heb 9: 24–28 
Mk 12: 38–44 

1 Sm 1: 4–20 
1 Sm 2: 1–10 

Heb 10: 11–14, (15–
18), 19–25 
Mk 13:1–8 

2 Sm 23: 1–7 
Ps 132: 1–12, (13–18) 

Rv 1:4b–8 
Jn 18: 33–37 

Jer 33:14–16 
Ps 25:1–10 

1 Thess 3:9–13 
Luke 21: 25–36 

Prayer Cathy Greg Patricia Audrey 

Greeters Rhonda Alex Colin Denise 

Readers Don Geoff Alex Patricia 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Data Projector Greg Michael Cathy Geoff 

Steward/Offering Michael/Andrea Cathy/Greg Colin/Cathy Andrea/Michael 

Morning Tea Alex/Colin Pauline/Patricia Audrey/Wendy Denise/Rhonda 

Flowers Audrey Rhonda Alex Pauline 
 

Michael & Angela on the 
Camino de Santiago 

St John’s Uniting Church, Elsternwick  
Roster & diary dates for October and November 2021 


	LINK  October November 2021 FINAL TEXT
	Roster October-November 2021 with photo

